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U.S. officials warn:
Stay clear of Iraqi food

Estimates say over 100 soldiers getting sick each week ragea

V= Love affair ending?

MES s Many Americans — even Elvis — had fun-filled
MRIES et : :

DS OF 7B tours in Germany, and U.S.-German relations
W 0 AA benefited. But with recent events,

the liaison isn’t what it uspd to be.

PHOTO BY DAVE DIDIO/Stars i

Most Gls love their stays in Germany, and their hosts have tradi-
tionally been accommodating and supportive. Top: Wiesbaden gas
station owner Gunter Laux gives a thumbs-up sign in support of
U.S. forces in Saudi Arabia in 1991.

Bottom: Possibly America’s most famous Gl, Sgt. Elvis Presley
relaxes during his stay in Friedberg, Germany, in February 1960.
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States

Unconstitutional guidelines: A fed-
eral judge in Brooklyn, N.Y,, found

Friday but still hit an immigrant from
Yemen with a tough prison term for
lying to investigators probing terrorism.
U.S. District Court Judge Nina Gershon’s
ruling tossing out the guidelines is one of an
apparently growing number of similar deci-
sions by federal court judges after a U.S. Su-
preme Court decision last month that put
the federal sentencing structure into ques-
tion.
The decision about the guidelines was a
hollow victory for the defendant, Numan
Maflahi, 31, a gasoline station owner living
in New Jersey who has eight children and is
expecting a ninth. Gershon still slapped him
with a S-year sentence — the time federal
prosecutors wanted — despite finding that
the sentencing guidelines on assisting terror-
ism could not be used.

Ore. same-sex marriage: Oregon became
the second state to register same-sex mar-
riage licenses Friday after a state appeals
court upheld a lower court order directing
officials to record more than 3,000 marriage
licenses issued to gay couples in Mult-
nomah County.

Oregon Attorney General Hardy Myers
had asked the appeals court to order a hold
on registering the licenses while a lawsuit
challenging the licenses is pending.

Myers downplayed the importance of reg-
istration, saying it was an administrative act
that would not authenticate the 3,022 mar-
riage licenses issued by Multnomah County
earlier this year, because the Oregon St-
preme Court has not ruled on the issue.

Rudolph trial: On Friday, a federal judge
in Birmingham, Ala., refused a request by
suspected serial bomber Eric Rudolph to
see original notes taken by agents who inves-
tigated a fatal abortion clinic bombing.

U.S. Magistrate Judge T. Michael Putnam
said the government already has given the
defense hundreds of thousands of pages of
formal witness statements, and Rudolph
isn't legally due the rough notes that went
into making those documents.

The defense claimed it needed the notes
because the witness statements it has re-
ceived contained inconsistencies that could
only be resolved by seeing the agents’ origi-
nal work.

The American Media Inc. building in Boca
Raton, Fla., where anthrax killed one employ—

Sunday, July 11, 2004

Posey case: Cody Posey, 14, and his attorney, Gary Mitchell, attend a hearing in Children’s
Court on Friday in Alamogordo, N.M. Posey was charged with the murders of his father,
stepmother and stepsister after their bodies were found on a ranch owned by ABC's Sam
Donaldson. Prosecutors have 30 days to decide whether to try Cody as an adult. District
Attorney Scot Key said the teen could get up to 30 years if tried and convicted as an adult.

tables, will be pumped into the American
Media Inc. building to kill the anthrax
spores, which have spread throughout its
65,000 square feet. Repeated tests will then
determine the safety of the building before
a quarantine is lifted, officials said Friday at
a community meeting.

Right-to-die debate: The parents of a
Clearwater, Fla., woman at the center of one
of the nation’s longest right-to-die cases are
again seeking permission to enter a lawsuit
over the constitutionality of a new state law
keeping her alive.

The parents of Terri Schiavo filed legal pa-
pers Friday appealing last week’s ruling de-
nying them permission to enter the case
brought by their son-in-law against Gov.
Jeb Bush.

Terri Schiavo’s husband, Michael, sued
the governor over the hastily passed Octo-
ber law that forced doctors to reinsert her
feeding tube. Michael Schiavo has said his
wife, who has been severely brain-damaged
for more than a decade, does not want to be
Kept alive artificially.

Mad cow and cosmetics: The govern-
ment told cosmetics makers Friday they can
no longer use brain and spinal cord tissue
from older cattle in lipstick, hair sprays and
other products.

The new Food and Drug Administration
regulations come in the wake of the first
U.S. case of mad cow disease last Decem-
ber. They are aimed at preventing the dis-
ease from reaching people, where it can
cause a rare but similar fatal condition, vari-
ant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease.

Consumer groups complained that the

ee in October 2001, has started
to kl|| the deadly spores.

migation: Nearly three years
aﬂer bemg lhe site of a deadly anthrax at-
tack, the former headquarters of a super-
market tabloid in Boca Raton, Fla., is being
fumigated in an attempt to eradicate the
deadly spores.

Months of planning and rancor over the
fate of the infested complex have finally led
to the cleanup Sunday, which is set to last 24
to 36 hours.

Chlorine dioxide, a chemical used to disin-
fect drinking water and treat fruits and vege-

saying the gov-
emmem :hould also ban the same tissues
from younger cattle and extend the prohibi-
tion to use in animal feed.

Bush ranch protestors: A judge on Fri-
day dismissed all charges against five
anti-war activists who were arrested last
year on their way to President Bush’s ranch
in Texas.

The five were convicted in February of vi-
olating the city’s protest ordinance and
fined $200 to $500. But McLennan County
Judge Tom Ragland ruled the ordinance

was overly broad and violated the First
Amendment.

The ordinance required 15 days’ notice
and a $25 fee before the police chief could
issue a permit for a protest. Crawford offi-
cials have since amended the ordinance to
require seven days of notice.

World

Reb
More than $1 hlllmn
will probably be need-
ed to rebuild Haiti, the
Americas’ poorest
country, after its recent
political upheaval, a se-
nior Treasury Depart-

ment  official ~ said
Wednesday.
John Taylor, the de- a /
partment’s under secre-
tary for international af- |

fairs, offered the esti-
mate as he prepared to
visit Port-au-Prince Thursday and meet
with government representatives to discuss
their efforts to establish economic stability
in Haiti.

Taylor

Bird flu outbreak: The Thailand govern-
ment on Saturday reported new outbreaks
of a deadly strain of bird flu virus in two
northern provinces.

Authorities discovered the virus in Uttara-
dit and Sukhothai provinces, bringing the
total number of affected areas to four, said
Yukol Limlamthong, director general of
Thailand’s Livestock Department.

Local television station ITV reported that
1,000 chickens were slaughtered in Uttara-
dit, while 200 were culled in Sukhothai.

U.N. war crimes tribunal: The president
warned Friday that Serbia-Montenegro
faces international isolation if it fails to ex-
tradite war crimes suspects to the U.N. tribu-

al.

“Any delay in handing over war crimes
suspects will distance the country further
from the European Union, despite the fact
that the majority of our people want to join
the EU,” President Svetozar Marovic told re-
porters.

Cooperation with the tribunal is the key
condition for any U.S. and other Western po-
litical and financial support for the Balkan
country.

Photos and stories from wire services



Sunday, July 11, 2004

- STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

PAGE 3

Marines clash with insurgents in Ramadi

Saboteurs attack pipeline running
to power station in northern Iraq

BY DANICA KIRKA
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — U.S. Marines
clashed with insurgents at a taxi
stand Saturday in a city known as
a stronghold of Saddam Hussein
supporters, killing three of the at-
tackers and wounding five others,
hospital officials said.

The Marines came under fire
from the group of insurgents in
Ramadi, the military said in a
statement. Insurgents frequently
clash with coalition forces in the
region,a hotbed of insurgent activ-
ity known as the Sunni Triangle.

The fighting left three Iragis
dead and five injured, local hospi-
tal official Saeed Ali said.

Elsewhere, insurgents blew up
three liquor stores in Bagouba, a
city north of Baghdad, amid fears
that Islamic militants may be try-
ing to impose their strict interpre-
tation of Islam on the city, witness-
es said. The blasts killed a taxi
driver who happened to be pass-
ing by, said Dr. Nassir Jawad
from Baqouba General Hospital.

Meanwhile, a Filipino worker
reportedly seized by guerrillas in
the nearby city of Fallujah ap-
pealed to Philippine President
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo to meet
their demands and withdraw the
Philippines small contingent of
troops, according to a video
shown  Saturday on the
Al-Jazeera television station.

Moments before the tape was
aired, the Philippines announced
it would withdraw its 51-member
humanitarian contingent from
Iraq as scheduled after its man-
date ends Aug. 20.

Also Saturday, saboteurs at-
tacked a natural gas pipeline that
runs from the oil-rich northern
city of Kirkuk to a power station,
an official with the North Oil Com-

pany said. The attack is likely to
affect power supplies in the north-
ern region of Iraq, but it was not
immediately clear by how much.

Insurgents often target the
country’s crude oil and natural
gas infrastructure in hopes of cut-
ting off revenue to Iraq’s interim
government.

Such attacks, together with hos-
tage taking and other acts of in-
timidation, are intended to dis-
rupt efforts to stabilize and re-
build postwar Irag.

While the Philippines awaited
the fate of dela Cruz, Bulgarians
were waiting with trepidation to
hear about the fate of two of their
countrymen taken captive by a
separate group.

Jordanian militant Abu Musab
al-Zarqawi’s Tawhid and Jihad
group — which has claimed re-

ibility for the ings of

Friends and relatives celebrate upon hearing the news that Angelo dela Cruz was released by his Iraqi
cap(ors on Saturday in Mexico town in the province of Pampanga, north of Manila. The release followed
]

from President Gloria

two captives in the past — threat-
ened to kill the Bulgarians if the
United States does not release all
Iraqi detainees in 24 hours. The
threat was made in a video broad-
cast Friday morning.

UN. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan called for the release of
dela Cruz and two Bulgarian hos-
tages, describing them as “inno-
cent civilians who may have been
abducted for political ends in the
conflict.”

The Bulgarian Foreign Minis-
try said the Bulgarian truckers
were kidnapped en route to the
northern city of Mosul, coming
from Bulgaria via Turkey and
Syria. Their schedule would have
put them in Mosul on June 29, the
last day either man contacted his
family.

in Iraq would be

saying the Philippi smal

when its tour ends Aug. 20.

Filipino hostage may be free

BY PAUL ALEXANDER

The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — Iraqi militants freed a
Filipino hostage on Saturday, Philippine authori-
ties said, just hours after the Manila confirmed it
would withdraw its small peacekeepmg contingent
from Iraq on Aug. 20 as planng

“The Artib television station Al- -Jazeera, however,
said it had received a message from the militants
denying that truck driver Angelo dela Cruz had
been released.

The Philippine government made no connection
between the announcement about its troops and
dela Cruz’s reported release. But if the release
were confirmed, it would appear the
statement by President Gloria

Bulgaria has a 480- ber in-
fantry unit under Polish com-
mand in the southern city of Kar-
bala, a small part of Iraq’s
160,000 member multinational
force.

The Associated Press

As of Friday, 875 U.S. service-
members have died since the be-
ginning of military operations in
Iraq last year, according to the
Defense Department. Of those,
651 died as a result of hostile ac-
tion and 224 died of nonhostile
causes.

The British military has re-
ported 59 deaths; Italy, 18;
Spain, eight; Bulgaria and Po-
land, six each; Ukraine, four;
Slovakla three; Thailand, two;
Denmark, El Salvador, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia and the Nether-
lands have reported one each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 737 U.S. servicemem-
bers have died — 542 as a result
of hostile action and 195 of non-
hostile causes.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The latest deaths reported by
military:

M A soldier died Thursday in
a non-hostile incident.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Army Pvt. 1st Class Samuel
R. Bowen, 38, Cleveland; died
Wednesday in Samarra, Iraq,
when a rocket-propelled gre-
nade exploded near his vehicle;
assigned to the Army National
Guard’s 216th Engineer Battal-
ion; Akron, Ohio.

W Marine Lance Cpl. Scott E.
Dougherty, 20, Bradenton Fla.
and Marine Pfc. Rodricka A.
Youmans, 22, Allendale, S.C;
killed Tuesday in Iraq’s Anbar
province; assigned to 2nd Light
Armored Reconnaissance Bat-
talion, 2nd Marine Division, IT
Marine Expeditionary Force;
Camp Lejeune, N.C.

had satisfied his captors.

In Baghdad, diplomats were cau-
tious about dela Cruz’s fate.

“We don’t want to derail the pro-
cess,” one diplomat said on condition
of anonymity. “We’re not gomg to say
we have him until we see him.”

The Islamic Army of Irag-Khalid
bin al-Waleed Brigade said in a state-
ment carried by Qatar-based
Al-Jazeera television that it had not
freed dela Cruz but will give “the Phil-
ippines government 24 hours to with-
draw from Iraq.”

Iragi militants have repeatedly
used terrorist attacks to try to force governments
to withdraw from the U.S.-led occupation force.

In March, a series of terrorist bombings on com-
muter trains in Madrid shortly before national elec-
tions was believed to have contributed to a victory
by the socialists, who had campaigned on a plat-
form of withdrawing Spanish troops from Iraq.
The new prime minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zap-
atero, pulled out the troops soon after taking office.

Militants also tried to pressure South Korea by
kidnapping one of its citizens in Iraq and demand-
ing the Asian country call off plans to deploy 3,000
troops beginning in August. South Korea refused,
and the captive was beheaded last month.

The men who snatched dela Cruz near the res-
tive Sunni Triangle city of Fallujah on Wednesday
said they would Kkill him unless Manila pulled out
its 51-member force within three days. The dea
line was hours away late Saturday, when the Philij
pine government announced his release.

“While this man is still not in our hands, he will

be brought to a hotel in Baghdad, where he will be
turned over to our people,” said Labor Secretary
Patricia Santo Tomas, who was staying with the
hostage’s family in a hotel at the former Clark Air
Base.

“He is in safe hands,” added National Security
Adviser Norberto Gonzales.

Santo Tomas said President Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo had called dela Cruz’s wife to relay the
news. Jubilation broke out at the family home in
northern Pampanga province.

“Ifeel sorelieved,” said dela Cruz’s brother Jess-
ie. “We are very happy. Our village is celebrating.”

The withdrawal announcement appeared to be
deliberately ambigious, reflecting the fine line that
the Philippines was walking to obtain
dela Cruz's release while remaining
one of Washington’s closest support-

ers.

It left open the prospect that Philip-
pine troops could return under U.N.
auspices, although a high-ranking offi-
cial said any further deployment
would be the subject of government
discussions that would start from
scratch. Before the kidnapping, the

ad  been
whether to extend the peacekeeping

Angelo dela Cruz

scheduled to return on Aug. 20,” preel—
dential spokesman Ignacio Bunye
said. “Our future actions shall be guided by the
U.N. Security Council decision as embodied in Res-
olution 1546, which defines the role of the U.N. and
its member states in the future of Iraq.”

Resolution 1546 covered the recent handover of
power to Iraq’s interim government. It specifies
that Iraq can request “the continued presence of
the multinational force and setting out its tasks.”

The pullout decision is a symbolic blow to the
U.S.-led coalition in Irag, but it doesn’t affect the
‘more crucial Philippine contingent — the 4,000 or
so civilian workers at U.S. camps around Iraq who
would be difficult to replace. Arroyo has frozen
any further worker deployments.

A former U.S. colony, the Philippines has main-
tained close ties with Washington even after the
closure of military bases here in the early 1990s.
With Muslim and communist insurgencies of its
own, the poor country has hosted major counterter-
rorism training for its troops by U.S. forces, and an-
other round is scheduled to start late this month.
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Doctors warn Gls about eating Iraqi food

Local restaurant food may come with a side of parasites, tapeworms

BY RICK EMERT
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — Although the
price is right and the kebabs may
be tasty, U.S. military officials
say soldiers should avoid eating
food prepared in local Iragi res-
taurants.

That next kebab could include
a side of hydatid, a parasitic tape-
worm disease that may not show
symptoms for years.

Hydatid dis-
ease is the No.
1 food-borne
illness being
treated at
Iragi  hospi-
tals, said Col.
Hugh Hodges,
Theater Veter-
inary Officer,
2nd  Medical
Brigade  in
Baghdad.

Hodges said
the number of
cases of food-borne illness in U.S.
personnel is hard to track. Preven-
tative medicine officials estimate
between 100 and 450 soldiers in
Iraq may be sick each week from
food and water sources.

But the number of sick soldiers
is tough to put a number on for a
couple of reasons, Hodges said.
Many illnesses, such a stomach

A

Hodges

virus, pass so quickly that sol-
diers may not seek treatment.

Other maladies such as hydatid
— which comes from meat or
water contaminated with the tape-
worm egg — usually goes unno-
ticed for its incubation period of
12 months to many years. It in-
volves slow-growing tumors that
can reach grapefruit size and
cause organ dysfunction or other
complications if the cysts are rup-
tured.

In other words, a soldier from
the first rotation of Operation
Iraqgi Freedom who ate at local
restaurants may not be showing
symptoms yet. Treatment in-
volves surgically removing the
large cysts and following up with
tapeworm medication, Hodges
said.

To be safe, soldiers should only
eat at the . dining facilities or
Army and Air Force Exchange
Service restaurants, he said.
Even Iraqi restaurants located
within U.S. controlled areas, such
as the Green Zone in Baghdad,
are not approved eating places
for U.S. troops.

Veterinary Services soldiers
check food for the U.S. dining fa-
cilities at shipping plants in plac-
es such as Kuwait and Australia
and at warehouses where the
food is stored.

toms:

tected for many years.

symptom is liquid stool.

poultry or

Bound for trouble

Food-borne illnesses found in the Middle East, and their symp-

W Hydatid Disease — Common source is contaminated red meat,
but also found in water. Symptoms include large cysts that grow
over a period of 12 months to many years. The disease can go unde-

W Vibrio vulnificus — Common sources are raw oysters or shell-
fish. Symptoms include vomiting, diarrhea and abdominal pain in
healthy people. Those with liver disease may experience acute
fever, chills. It can lead to septic shock.

M Cholera — Common source is contaminated water. Primary

W Salmonella — - Common sources are undercooked eggs, heef or
surface

00«
fever, diarrhea and abdominal cramping.

Preventive Medicine personnel
inspect the food at the dining-fa-
cility level and at AAFES restau-
rants to ensure proper prepara-
tion methods are being followed
and food-service personnel are
using good personal hygiene,
Hodges said.

Neither Veterinary Services
nor Preventive Medicine inspects
local restaurants, however.

An Iragi Ministry of Health di-
vision inspects the restaurants,
but Hodges said inspectors are
not as well trained as Army in-
spectors.

“There is nothing prepared in
Iraq [restaurants] that has had
any oversight by the Army what-
soever,” Hodges said. “There are
zero approved food sources in
Traq.”

Additionally, since beef and
lamb, favorite meats among Ira-
gis, are very expensive, restau-
rants may look for cheaper and
less sanitary sources for the
meats, Hodges said. “Beef at a
restaurant may actually be a mix-
ture of beef and who knows
what,” Hodges said.

And as tempting as they may

appear, even fruit and vegetable
stands may harbor disease.

“Hard-skinned fruits are not a
big problem, unless they are or-
ganically fertilized,” Hodges said.
The process, popular in some
parts of Asia, involves using
human feces as fertilizer for fruit
and vegetables.

“There are just no checks and
balances [on food sold on the
economy],” he said.

There are also are no approved
water sources in Iraq, despite ex-
tensive efforts by Veterinary Ser-
vices and Preventive Medicine to
locate one.

“The water keeps coming up
with fecal contaminants,” he said.

Hodges said these problems
have been around since before
the war, and cited one case where
an underground sewer pipe was
somehow crossed directly with a
pipe that brought drinking water
to a restaurant.

While troops may get tired of
the dining facility or Burger
King, trying something different
at a local restaurant may not be
worth the risk.

“Always eat at approved dining
facilities or [AAF'Eb restau-
rants],” Hodges said. “Anytime
soldiers eat on the economy,
they’re rolling the dice.”

Email Rick Emert at:
emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

U.S. military families begin leaving
Bahrain following terrorist threats

BY ADNAN MALIK
The Associated Press

MANAMA, Bahrain — U.S. military families have
begun leaving Bahrain by the dozens, complying

with a formal order to depart follow-
ing reports that terrorists were plan-
ning attacks here, a spokesman for
the U.S. Navy’s Sth Fleet said Satur-

day.

Cmdr. James Graybeal said doz-
ens of family members were flown
out on a U.S.-bound military flight
late Friday.

“We have begun the relocation of
our family members. We expect the
process to take a few weeks to com-
plete,” Graybeal said.

Citing security reasons, he re-
fused to say exactly how many peo-
ple traveled on Friday’s flight,
bound for the naval station in Nor-
folk, Va. He would not say when the
next flight would depart but said the
evacuation would be completed this
month.

Friday’s flight was the first evacua-
tion since the formal departure or-
ders came during July 4 celebra-
tions last Sunday, two days after the
Pentagon announced the first such
‘mandatory evacuation from this U.S.

ally in the Gulf where the U.S. Navy has had a pres-

ence for more than 50 years.

“People are very sad to see their families go, but
they know this is an important mission and we are
very committed to continue our mission and do our

work,” Graybeal said.

He said the orders affected 420 families, or about
930 people, who are relatives of servicemembers or

Defense Department staff.

On July 1, the State Department cautioned Ameri-
cans against traveling to Bahrain and advised Amer-
icans who live there to leave because of information

&k People are very
sad to see their
families go, but
they know this

is an
important

mission and
we are very
committed to
continue our
mission and do
our work. 9y

Cmdr. James Graybeal
Spokesman for the
U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet

that extremists were planning attacks.
The Pentagon said a day later that

it was withdrawing servicemember-
s’ families from Bahrain for at least

days. The State Department
added last Saturday it had autho-
rized the voluntary departure of fam-
ily members and non-emergency
employees of the U.S. Embassy in
Bahrain.

The State Department has provid-
ed no details on the information it
has about possible terror attacks on
Americans in Bahrain.

Bahrain has stepped up security
on the 15-mile causeway linking it to
Saudi Arabia, which has seen a se-
ries of attacks on Americans and
other Westerners living there. Some
here have expressed fears that
Saudi militants, under pressure
from their security forces, might see
Bahrain as an easier place to attack
Westerners.

The Saudi violence has been
‘blamed on members of or sympathiz-
ers to al-Qaida, the network of
anti-Western Muslim ~ extremists
blamed for the Sept. 11 attacks on

the United States. Al-Qaida has vowed to topple the

Saudi royal family, accusing it of being too close to

the United States and insufficiently Islamic.
The Bahraini king, Sheik Hamad bin Isa Al Khali-
fa, also is close to the United States. Sheik Hamad

was one of the few Arab leaders to accept an invita-

Eight summit in the

New dad moves heaven and earth

initiative to

democratization in the Arab world was unveiled.

‘THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT/AP

FAMILY PHOTO VIA THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT/AP

Above: Marine Lance Cpl. Patrick
Krueger talks on a satellite phone
from his base outside Baghdad
with his wife, Jessica, as she was
in labor with their first child in
Natchez, Miss., last week.

Left: New mother Jessica Krueger
kisses the forehead of her
newborn son, Landon Patrick
Krueger, on Thursday. Landon’s
father, Lance Cpl. Krueger, used
all the technology he could mus-
ter from the military and from
family in Natchez to share in the
moment by telephone and e-mail.
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Intel report could hurt Bush at polls

BY DANA MILBANK AND WALTER PINCUS
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Friday’s report by the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee left in shreds two of the Bush administra-
tion’s main rationales for the war in Iraq: that Iraq had illicit
weapons and that it cooperated with al-Qaida.

The conclusions are not earthshaking by

ing of no “collaborative relationship” between the two.
“The [CIAJ's assessment that to date there was no evi-
dence proving Iraqi complicity or assistance in an al-Qaeda
attack was reasonable and objective. No additional informa-
tion has emerged to suggest otherwise.”
‘The undermining of the case for war is potentially a grave
threat to Bush, whose re-election prospects are closely tied
icans’ view of the

going to war; the agency made no recommendation on this.
“Policy-makers should not be immune from the decision on
what to do,” the official said.

The Senate panel’s Republican chairman Friday said the
findings that left the White House blameless, while the Dem-
ocratic vice chairman said that the CIA was right to dismiss
the notion of al-Qaida ties to Iraq.

“Before the war, the U.S. in-

Though President Bush and Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney have not abandoned
either rationale, both were already tat-
tered after similar doubts were voiced
over many months by U.S. weapons in-
spectors in Iraq, the commission prob-
ing the Sept. 11 attacks, CIA officials and others.

The larger question is whether voters will blame the
White House for these massive mistakes. Though officially
agnostic on the White House role in using Iraq intelligence
(that will come in a later report), the committee gives ammu-
nition to both Bush and Democratic opponent John Kerry.

On the question of Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction, the
bipartisan committee report absolved administration offi-
cials of pressuring CIA analysts to inflate the case against
Saddam Hussein. And while making no judgment on wheth-
er the ini ion distorted the i it was given,
the committee made plain that the CIA’s case against Iraq
was plenty exaggerated on its own. Without “any evidence”
of administration coercion, the committee found, the intelli-
gence community’s Judgments on Iraq 'S weapons were “
ther , or were not by, the ing in-
telligence reporting.”

On Irag’s relationship to al-Qaida, however, the commit-
tee’s findings imply that the White House, not the CIA, is to
blame for making dubious claims that there were working
ties between Osama bin Laden’s organization and Saddam’s
Iraq. “The Central Intelligence Agency reasonably assessed
that there were likely several instances of contacts between
Iraq and al-Qaeda throughout the 1990s, but that these con-
tacts did not add up to an established formal relationship,”
the panel found, echoing the Sept. 11 commission staff's find-

Analysis

to

merits of the Iraq war and
whether it advances the fight
against terrorism.

In the meantime, he contin- intelligence
ues to assert ties between .y
al-Qaida and Irag, and to community’s

place blame for any weapons
miscalculation squarely on
the CIA.

Bush’s distancing of him-
self from the flawed allega-
tions may well be aided by
the departure last week of
CIA Director George Tenet,
who was criticized in the Sen-
ate report for not always
being informed about dissent-
ing views when he met al-
‘most daily with Bush.

Democrats, in turn, are de-
termined not to let Bush
avoid blame. On Friday, the
Kerry campaign issued a

&k Our report found that the

Judgments were
right on Iraq’s ties
to terrorists, which

is another way of

saying that the
administration’s conclusions
were wrong. 9y

West Virginia Democrat and vice chairman
of the Senate Intelligence Committee

telligence community told the
president, as well as the Con-
gress and the public, that Sad-
dam Hussein had stockpiles
of chemical and biological
weapons, and if left un-
checked, would probably
have a nuclear weapon dur-
ing this decade,” chairman
Pat Roberts, R-Kan., said in
summarizing the  report.
“Well, today we know these
assessments were wrong and,
as our inquiry will show, they
were also unreasonable and
largely unsupported by the
available intelligence.”

Vice Chairman Jay Rock-
efeller, D-W.Va,, found a dif-
ferent point of emph
“Our report found that the in-
telligence community’s judg-
ments were right on Iraq’s

Jay Rockefeller

statement saying: “Nothing in
this report absolves the White House of its responsibility for
mishandling of the country’s intelligence. The fact is that
‘when it comes to national security, the buck stops at the
White House, not anywhere else.”

A senior intelligence official speaking on condition of ano-
nymity agreed with that logic Friday, saying the CIA’s asser-
tions, whatever their accuracy, did not in themselves justify

ties to terrorists, which is an-
other way of saying that the administration’s conclusions
were wrong, and that is, of the relationship, the formal rela-
tionship, however you want to describe it, between Iraq and
al-Qaida.”

Even Friday, after the committee report, Bush said Sadd-
am’s Iraq provided safe haven for an “al-Qaida affiliate.”

A Cheney spokesman said Friday that the committee find-
ings are consistent with administration claims.

Peter faces new challenges
as he struggles with “the
gift and the curse”, and
tries desperately to

EPIDER-MRAN2
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Check your local theater or aafes.com
for eaart show dates and times,
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Missing Marine starts Germany debriefing

BY MARNI MCENTEE

Stars and Stripes

LANDSTUHL, Germany — A U.S. Ma-
rine missing for 18 days from his post in
Iraq was “very exhausted,” but otherwise
in good physical health after being admit-
ted to a U.S. military hospital in Germany,
military physicians said Friday.

Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun, 24, who was
believed to have been captured by Iraqi
insurgents before turning up Thursday in
Beirut, where his family lives, had suf-
fered from migraine headaches and in-
somnia during his absence, said Lt. Col.
Sally Harvey, a clinical psychologist at
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center. Har-
vey flew to Beirut and accompanied Has-
soun to Ramstein Air Base, Germany,
where he landed Friday night. Hassoun
was admitted to the nearby military hospi-
tal at 7:35 p.m.

“His spirits are good. He's glad to be
back. He is very tired,” Harvey said during
an 11 p.m. news conference at the hospital.

Hassoun ~was to undergo a
three-to-five-day repatriation process, dur-
ing which the military would gather infor-
mation “to prevent like circumstances
from happening again,” Harvey said.

She said Hassoun had not discussed the
circumstances of his absence, but she ex-
pected that such details would emerge dur-
ing a debriefing process that would start
Saturday. Intelligence experts and Search,
Evasion, Resistance and Escape specialists
will conduct the debriefing.

“We want to give him a chance to tell his
story. That will happen tomorrow,” Har-
vey said.

An ambulance allegedly carries Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun after arriving on a C-17 aircraft at
Ramstein Air Base, Germany, on Friday. The U.S. Marine, who vanished in a reported
kidnapping in Iraq and resurfaced in Beirut more than two weeks later, will reportedly be
brought to nearby Landstuhl Medical Center for a medical check.

The circumstances of Hassoun's ab-
sence are still murky.

He had contacted U.S. Embassy officials
in Beirut, accompanied by his family mem-
bers, who are from Tripoli, according to
news reports.

He had last been seen on Arab televi-
sion on June 27, blindfolded with someone
holding a sword above his head. Conflict-
ing reports of the details of his capture and
possible murder had circulated in the
news media for days before Hassoun ar-
rived in Lebanon.

He disappeared June 20 from a Marine

camp near Fallujah, where he worked as a
truck driver and translator for the 2nd Bat-
talion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine
Division, based at Camp Lejeune, N.C.

U.S. Central Command, which oversees
military operations in the Middle East, ini-
tially had listed Hassoun as a deserter, but
changed that listing to “captured” after the
videotape was aired, Marine Maj. Tim
Keefe, a spokesman for the service’s Europe
command, said at the news conference.

As of Friday, Hassoun was not under
guard or being confined while at the hospi-
tal, Keefe said.

Any further investigation will not take
place until after the repatriation process,
Keefe said.

“The focus is not on the investigation.
The focus is making sure he is healthy,”
Keefe said. During the repatriation pro-
cess, however, Hassoun is granted confi-
dentiality for any statements he makes,
Harvey said.

“The information will not be used
against him,” she said.

Hassoun llkely will be returned to Camp
Lejeune after he is released from the hospi-
tal to “return to normal duty and a normal
life,” Keefe said.

Harvey said Hassoun told her he hadn’t
slept more than two or three hours a night
for three weeks.

The 6-foot tall Hassoun dropped from
190 to 170 pounds during that time, said
Navy Commander Peter Macro, a Landstu-
hl physman

“He is in excellent physncal condmon,
with no bruises or other injuries,” Macro
said. Doctors were treating Hassoun only
with a sleeping pill to help him rest, he said.

Hassoun will remain at the hospital “for
a few days,” hospital commander Col.
Rhonda Cornum said.

Doctors at Landstuhl have treated other
released American hostages since the war
in Iraq began last year. Pvt. Jessica Lynch
was treated there in April and civilian Tho-
mas Hamill in May.

Cornum, a flight surgeon during the
first Gulf War, was captured in 1991 after
her Black Hawk helicopter was shot
down. She and two other crew members
were released after about a week.

E-mail Marni McEntee at:
McEnteem@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Friends remember Hassoun as polite,

loyal, smitten young man

BY ROBERT TANNER
The Associated Press

Visiting a club packed with Cali-
fornia girls, he was smitten by a
teen with a T-shirt that declared
her love for Lebanon. At an Amer-
ican pizza shop near his Marine
base, Wassef Ali Hassoun’s favor-
ite pie was made with zaatar, a
Middle Eastern herb.

Now the Marine corporal with
a deep affection for his native
land is caught up in a tangled
story in which the latest twist is
his safe arrival Thursday at the
U.S. Embassy in Beirut, 18 days
after he went missing from Irag,
and subsequent journey to a U.S.
military hospital in Germany.

Friends and relatives testify to
his warmth, loyalty and polite-
ness — though his immediate fam-
ily has said little. The silence has
left more questions than answers
about the 24-year-old translator
who at one point was reported
slain by captors.

“He’s a really, really nice guy,
avery genuine person. The whole
aura about him is very respect-
ful,” said Nichole Merzi, an
18-year-old southern Californian
who caught Hassoun’s eye at a
club last winter.

While pursuing her, the Marine
was embraced by her entire fami-
I

y.

The news about Hassoun has
been contradictory and confus-
ing. An Islamic militant group
said he had been abducted and
threatened with execution, then
that he had been beheaded — and

AP

Eighteen-year-old Nichole Merzi
looks up at a poster of family
friend Marine Cpl. Wassef Ali
Hassoun in Oceanside, Calif., last
month. Hassoun, 24, had courted
Nichole when he was stationed
nearby.

then announced that he had not.
Military sources told news organi-
zations he may have deserted, or
been lured away from his base
and then betrayed, and then
raised the possibility that the en-
tire kidnapping could be a hoax.

The story of his life before Iraq
is only slightly clearer.

Born and raised in Lebanon dur-
ing its civil war in the 1980s, he
came to the United States in the
late *90s and joined family, includ-
ing at least one brother, in the Salt
Lake City suburb of West Jordan,
according to Judy Hassoun, the

ex-wife of an older brother. A
member of the Hassoun clan in
Tripoli, Lebanon, said the same.

Before coming to America, he
studied at the Evangelical School
of Tripoli and later learned trans-
lation at a technical school.

Hassoun attended the 2000 sum-
mer and fall sessions of Salt Lake
Community College. In 2002, he
joined the Marines as a motor ve-
hicle operator, though he worked
as a translator. He has become a
U.S. citizen, the Marines say.

Judy Hassoun, who was mar-
ried to Hassoun’s older brother
until 1998, said she remembered
him as “very brave, very loving,”
and a good student who “always
wanted to get good grades.”

A distant cousin in Tripoli, Ab-
dullah Hassoun, said that Wassef
Ali Hassoun had been married in
Lebanon several months ago,
though Wassef wasn’t present —
his father stood in for him to sign
the marriage contract, which is al-
lowed in Islam. And a neighbor in
Tripoli said he married an Ameri-
can woman two years ago, but they
divorced.

But for the Merzi family in
Oceanside, Calif., near San Diego,
the man whose picture they've
pasted up on the wall of their
pizza place poses no mystery.

Hassoun became part of a
group of Arabic-speaking Ma-
rines who frequented their pizza
shop, Spanky’s, during a few
months last winter when they
were stationed nearby before the

went back to Traq.

The shop and the family that
ran it offered a comforting taste
of home, especially when the fa-
ther, a native of Lebanon, made
pizza with zaatar.

“All of them were like, ‘“Thank
you, we haven’t eaten this since
our mothers made it!"” said
Michele Lisi-Merzi, whose love
for Marines was homegrown —
her father was a staff sergeant,
and she spent 10 years as a girl liv-
ing at Camp Pendleton, Calif.

Hassoun stood out from the
group because of his shy yet insis-
tent courtship of Nichole Merzi.

The two met at a nearby club —
she asked him to dance — and
then he tracked her down. When
he wanted a date, he followed the
traditions of his homeland.

“T've never gone out with a guy
who asked my parents before me
to go out on a date,” Nichole said.

That was their only date “solo,”
Nichole said. But he spent lots of
time at Spanky’s, hanging around

Messages of Support

T SPC P. Lemon.
This comes to you with
much love and sup-
rt. 1l abways be here for you,
my love, always. 1 miss you, stay
strong. Godspeed! Your loving
wife Kate (your Butterfly)

after hours talking. He also
helped with the move when Ni
hole went off to college at Califor-
nia State University, Northridge.

The mother said Hassoun
made it clear he wanted to marry
Nichole. Michele explained that,
in America, it’s not up to the par-
ents, though she and her husband
encouraged Hassoun to continue
his friendship with their daugh-
ter. He kept up an e-mail corre-
spondence with Nichole while he
was in Iraq.

Now that he’s free and safe, the
family was sure the truth of Has-
soun’s loyalty and bravery would
be seen clearly.

Messages of Suppart

1 teach 3nd grade in
Rockport, Texas. The
kids aren't asking as much

abeut the details of the war as they

are about the soldiers themselves
being safe. My class and [ are think-
ing good thoughts for you, saying
prayers for you, and hoping that this
will be over soon so that you miay
return home.

This is a message to all of
the troups who are fight-
ing and overseas. You are

in my family's thoughts and prayers
and thanks sa much for what you
0. Gond bless you all. We Americans
stand behind you. Rence.
Jacksanville, FI

1st Marine y Force
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Human rights minister faces daunting task

Kurdish leader must look into Iraq’s grim record and
overcome enemies to cleanse the country of atrocities

BY HAMZA HENDAWI
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD Iraq’s new
human rights minister may be
the most potent symbol of post-
war Iraq: a member of a long-op-
pressed minority who has a
unique opportunity to prove that
Iragis can put aside ethnic and re-
ligious rivalries to come together
as a nation.

It's an extremely diffi-
cult time for anyone, es-

that followed has deepened divi-

sions between the country’s
major ethnic and ~religious
groups.

As a Kurd, he is a member of a
community that was brutally op-
pressed by Saddam. Kurds are
now widely viewed in Iraq as the
Americans’ best friends — some-
thing of a stigma in a country
where most people deeply resent

&k 7 want to help in the creation of a

rights minister. Amin’s Cabinet
post symbolizes the spirit of a
new Iraq committed to democrat-
ic values.

Amin proudly declares, for ex-
ample, that there are 1,500 hu-
manitarian agencies in Iraq, ex-
cluding Kurdish areas.

“Of course, some of them are
fronts for foreign intelligence
agencies, but the majority are gen-

e NGOs,” he said
wltha smile. “There is
1o turning back now

pecially a Kurd like Ba-
khtiyar Amin, to delve
into the complex and
grim world of Iraq’s

harmonious society. It will not
be easy and it will take time,

for Iraq.

Amin does not hide
his deeply felt grati-
tude to the United

AP

Iragi Human Rights Minister Bakhtiyar Amin pauses while speaking to a
reporter during an interview on Thursday in Baghdad. Amin, a Kurd, has

human rights record —
a catalogue of grue-

some atrocities commit-

ted over 35 years of

Baath Party rule during

which Saddam Hussein

played a key role.

In an interview, Amin said Ira-
qis must overcome enemies that
include religious fanatics, rem-
nants of Saddam’s regime and
neighboring countries that don’t
want to see Iraq become demo-
cratic.

“I want to help in the creation
of a harmonious society,” he said.
“It will not be easy and it will take
time, but we are determined.”

Iraq is brimming with violence
and instability. Sectarian tensions
also have surfaced in the 15
months since Saddam was top-
pled, and a new political order

but we are determined. ¥

Bakhtiyar Amin
Irag's new human rights minister

the United States.

His office, on the ground floor
of a three-story building in Bagh-
dad’s upscale Mansour area, is
ringed by concrete blast barriers.
Visitors are searched thoroughly
by armed guards, and he travels
in an armored car. He says the
ministry has been the target of in-
surgent attacks at least once.

“There is no other way to deal
with the security threats,” he
said. “One mistake can be very
costly. T have 200 people working
in this building.”

Yemen is the only Arab nation
besides Iraq to have a human

States for providing
the security that al-
lowed the Kurds to es-
tablish a de facto au-
tonomous region in
northern Iraq in 1991. He also dis-
misses any suggestion that he is
likely to defend the rights of
non-Kurdish Iraqis with less con-
viction than he would for fellow
Kurds.

“I have been a human rights ac-
tivist for quite a long time. I de-
fended the rights of every single
community and Iraqi citizen
across ethnic, religious and geo-
graphic boundaries and affilia-
tions,” he said in a firm voice.

Amin, married to the daughter
of a tribal Shiite chief who was
killed by suspected Saddam
agents in 1994, said that since tak-
ing office he has persuaded the

f Support

Messages o

Dear Men and Women of the Military:
Thank you for your sacrific
dedicating your lives to making thisa

safer country and world. You are in our

thoughts today and every day.

souls of the American people.

vi

return. God's Speed, L. Ford.
Toranta, Ontario

Despite my government's decision not
* to become directly involved in the
Traqi conflict, T still feel & need to send
a message of support and Blessings to the brave
men & women of the US military. Please know
that as a Canadian [ consider the United Statesa D!
great and true friend. 1 have been priviledge to
work in the US for many years and | have a
tremendous affinity with the good hearts and

My wish is that all the American’s overseas sup-
porting their government do their jobs very, very
well; fix the problems once and for all; and come
home safely to their loved ones.
that you are in our collective thoughts and
rayers. My Anglican pricst has special prayer
Is for the US troops in Iraq. Just know that
you have overwhelming support for your safe

sacrifice and for

We pray for you

safe and speedy return. God Bless You. Your
friends in Lovisiana. Mo Evans

Please know

Proud Canadian -

L am just a person in ws.a wriling a
big thankyou to anyone who is read-
ing this letter about how 1 fee| about

the troops | iraq . thankyou very much for fight-
ing for the freedom of us and the people in iraq .

Thank you to all who are there fight-
ing for our country, You are all great-
ly appreciated and you have a lot of

support from everyone. Ta PFC cla
you and can't wait for you to come home, Tust
stay safe and remember that [ am waiting for

your safe return home,
Timmie T love you! love mary

Please know that we are praying for
your safe return. We support you! We
know you will make us proud.

Katherine, Dublin, CA

You are serving your country well and
except for the ignorant protesters we
appreciate what you are doing. Fight

hard for your Families and America, An ex-
Marine Charlie. Oregon

love

A special thanks to 3

the overwhelming job of digging into the grim human rights record in

Iraq and making large changes and forging a new pol

U.S. military in charge of the infa-
mous Abu Ghraib prison west of
Baghdad to introduce a series of
reforms and privileges.

These include twice-monthly
visits by inmates’ families, new
uniforms, upgrading the medical
care available to inmates, and sep-
arating juveniles from the rest of
the prison population.

Disclosures in April that Iragi
detainees in Abu Ghraib were
abused and sexually humiliated
by U.S. soldiers robbed the Ameri-
can occupation of its moral au-
thority and whipped up anti-U.S.
sentiments among Iraqis.

“If am not allowed to visit Abu
Ghraib, then I won’t take the job,”

ies.

Amin recalled saying when invit-
ed to join the Cabinet.

His key public appearance
since taking office came Wednes-

terim Prime Minister Iyad Allawi
sweeping powers to fight insur-
gents and terrorism.

He defended the laws, saying
they had enough built-in checks
to prevent a return to methods
used by Saddam. He acknowl-
edged in the AP interview, howev-
er, that he was concerned about
the conduct of the security forces
in implementing the measures.

“We need to educate our forces
in the principles of human
rights,” he said.

American arrested in
Afghanistan has record
of federal fraud in States

The Associated Press

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. — An
American arrested in Afghani-
stan for abusing inmates in a pri-
vate jail he set up in Kabul spent
three years in federal prison him-
self for a fraud conviction.

Jonathan Keith Idema of Fay-
etteville, N.C., was also ordered to
repay the 60 companies he swin-
dled out of more than $200,000.

Idema was one of three Ameri-
cans and four Afghans who were
taken into custody by Afghan au-
thorities, who say the seven were
on a self-appointed counterterror-
ism mission that included hang-
ing the eight prisoners by their
feet.
Afghan officials dismissed Ide-
ma'’s claims that he was a “special
adviser” to their security forces.
The U.S. government also dis-
avowed any connection with the
men.

In North Carolina, Idema was
accused a decade ago of setting
up a fake business, United Manu-
facturing Co., to get supplies for a
financially troubled business,
Idema Combat Systems. Compa-
nies were never paid for the
goods. Idema Combat Systems

made vests, pouches and other
lightweight gear for the military
and industry.

He was convicted in 1994 of 58
counts of using telephones and
fax machines to commit fraud,
and conspiracy. Idema contended
the scam was undertaken by his
employees.

Several friends wrote to U.S.
District Judge Terrence Boyle,
seeking leniency for Idema, who
was known at the time as Keith,
The Fayetteville Observer report-
ed Saturday. “While others may
find occasion to call his character
into question, my experience with
him over the last 10 years leads
me to a different conclusion,”
Timothy G. Connolly, then princi-
pal deputy assistant secretary of
defense, wrote.

Before sentencing, Boyle or-
dered Idema to undergo psycho-
logical testing. Court records
show that evaluators concluded
Idema had no mental illness, but
suffered “a personality disorder
which would affect his interac-
tion with persons exhibiting simi-
lar traits, such as supervisors, at-
torneys, doctors, judges and other
persons in positions of power or
authority.”



PAGE 8

 STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

Sunday, July 11, 2004

U.S.-German ties slowly coming undone

Millions of GIs have enjoyed stays in Germany, but with drawdown
expected, the warm sentiment fostered in the Cold War era may fade

BY HARRY LEVINS
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

ST. LOUIS

s part of a worldwide re-

shuffle of military forc-

es, the Pentagon is ex-

pected to announce this

month a dramatic drawdown in
the ranks of the 71,000 soldiers
and airmen stationed in Germa-

ny.

Some people say the loss to Ger-
many will go way past the money
that the GIs spend in beer halls.
These specialists in  Ger-
‘man-American relations say that
in the coming decades, the cut-
back will remove from American
society some of Germany’s best
friends.

The thinking: Paring back the
military ranks in Germany will
all but dry up a stream that has
flowed for almost six decades.

This stream takes young Ameri-
cans into military service, floats
them to Germany for a year and a
half or more, bobs them back to
the United States and finally
washes them ashore into civilian
life.

Almost universally, they en-
joyed their time in Germany.

“It was the centerpiece of my
military career,” says retired
Army Maj. Gen. William L. Nash,
now with the Council on Foreign
Relations. “It was hard soldiering
and good times.”

In theory, at least, the good
times and good memories give
Germany a big pool of boosters in
America, the world’s richest and
most powerful nation. No other
foreign nation enjoys such an
asset.

That draws a nod from Charles
Moskos of Northwestern Universi-
ty. He served there as a draftee in
the 1950s and now specializes in
the sociology of the armed forces.

Duty in Japan or Korea rarely
evoked such good feelings, Mosk-
os said. “Remember, a GI in
Japan or Korea was even richer,
comparatively, than a GI in Ger-
many,” he said. “But you don’t get
the same degree of sympathy
from them that you get from the
guys who served in Germany.”

Even years after their time as
soldiers, those service men and
women speak of Germany with
nostalgia and affection. Just ask
St. Louis’ Theresa Eisele, a Ger-
man native.

For three decades, until the
mid-1990s, Eisele ran the old Ba-
varian Inn on Arsenal Street near

Messages of Support

*

your family sends their love. Please do take care at all
times. "1 love you very much Daddy!” said Baby G. 1 lave
you and take care, Your wie, Jean Aguayo

Hello My Love, Hope all is well wherever you
are! Baby Gio and I miss you very much and
praying for your safe return. My parents and

OONi WORRY

A3>B0%

JOHN MILLARStars and Stripes

A gathering of more than 5,000 German demonstrators snake their way through the streets of Kitzingen in 1991 to show support for America’s
involvement in the Gulf War. But times have changed, and Germany does not support the current U.S.-led war in Iraq.

Gravois Avenue. On summer Sat-
urday nights, perhaps a third of
the crowd jamming the picnic ta-
bles in her outdoor
beer garden con-
sisted of ex-GIs,
swilling beer and

German Embassy in Washington,
spokesman Oliver Schramm of-
fers a figure of 15 million but con-

swaying to the were in the cosmic doghouse. It was
-pah-pah .
st P tremendously to Germany’s benefit to
“And I never

talked to one who
didn’t like Germa-
ny,” Eisele says.

Nationally, the
Pentagon is un-
able to say how
many Americans
in uniform have
had the chance to
experience Germa-
ny.

— maybe TOO rapid.??

cedes that the estimate is just a
uess.
Whatever the number, Moskos
says, “It’s darned near universal
among veterans that serving in

Northwestern’s Moskos ~esti-
mates the total at 5 million since
the end of World War II. At the

&k Right after World War II, the Germans

have American soldiers there. It
bought Germany an amazingly rapid
pass on what the Germans had done

Ralph Peters
military writer

Germany was a positive experi-
ence.”

Military writer Ralph Peters

rved three
tours in Germany
and says, “It gave
us exposure o a
foreign culture,
and the living was
nice.”

Nash remem-
bers what the ex-
perience did for
his young sol-
diers: “It taught
them about a dif-
ferent part of the
world — you
know, learning
how to ski, and
practicing drink-
ing beer.”

At St. Louis University, politi-
cal scientist Tim Lomperis calls
the presence of American sol-

diers in Germany “a great big peo-
ple-to-people program, in a much
less formal way. The military lets
it happen with middle-class and
blue-collar Americans, not just
the intellectual class.”

The positives have flowed in
both directions.

“I don’t know of any compre-
hensive studies,” says Giles Hoyt,
who directs ax Kade Ger-
man-American Center at Indiana
University-Purdue University-In-
dianapolis. “But intuitively, you'd
think the American presence has
had an enormously positive effect
for Germany.”

For one thing, Hoyt says, gener-
ations of Americans have willing-
ly subsidized the military defense
of Germany. He says the fact that
s0 many ex-Gls enjoyed Germa-
ny has probably been crucial to
this political support.

SEE GERMANY ON PAGE 9

*

troops. May

Lewisville, Texas

*

old USA

My thaughts and
prayers are with all the

blessings constantly be with you
and return you home quickly and safely. Carolyn R..

LIVES.

God keep you safe and send you home soon 1o
your ever loving and grateful country the good

TOALL ESPECIALLY H. HECTOR M. WE
WOULD LI
LETTING YOU KNOW THAT THEIRE

PEOPLE WHO PRAY FOR YOU DAY AND NIGHT
AND YOU CAN DREAM OF COMING HOME SOON,
THERE IS A SPECIAL PROTECTION OVER YOUR

0 ENCOURAGE YOU BY
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Germany: Decades of relations cooling off

GERMANY, FROM PAGE 9

Hoyt gets a second from Ger-
man native Gerhard Weinberg of
the University of North Carolina,
who teaches German diplomatic
history.

Weinberg says that in large
part, Americans put up with the
cost of defending Germany “be-
cause all across America, soldiers
who came back from Germany
and got out of the Army and went
back into civilian life did NOT tell
their friends, families and neigh-
bors, ‘I had an awful time in that
terrible place.” Instead, most of
them spoke warmly and positive-
Iy

And military writer Peters sees
another big plus for Germany.

“Right after World War II, the
Germans were in the cosmic dog-
house,” he says. “It was tremen-
dously to Germany’s benefit to
have American soldiers there. It
bought Germany an amazingly
rapid pass on what the Germans
had done — maybe TOO rapid.”

North Carolina’s Weinberg
“Ironically, the Germans
themselves have never under-
stood this benefit. The fact is,
there are large numbers of Ameri-
cans — many of them from seg-
ments of society that do not ordi-
narily travel abroad — who pro-
vided a reservoir of good will for
Germany all across America.”

But the level of that reservoir
has dropped. In 1962, a tense
time in the Cold War, perhaps
350,000 Americans were serving
in Germany.

Now, only a fifth of that num-
ber live there — and that number
could shrink again soon that num-
ber could shrink even more, also
shrinking any advantage to Ger-
many.

KEN GEORGE/Stars and Stripes

To demonstrate solidarity with allies, members of the Jewish Student Initiative in Frankfurt, Germany, wave
American flags, display pro-American and anti-Iraqi slogans while chanting “yeh-yeh USA” during a pro-Ameri-
ccan demonstration near the entrance of the American Consulate in this Jan. 25, 1991, photo.

“The people of Germany never
grasped this,” Weinberg says.
“Now, with large numbers of
American soldiers already gone,
they're at least starting to think
about it.”

In the 1950s and early '60s, Pe-
ters says, “the U.S. Army had a
love affair with Germany. It
showed up back home in pop cul-
ture, with hit songs like ‘Danke
Schon,” ‘Auf Wiedersehen’ and
‘Fraulein.”

In recent decades, the relation-
ship has lost some of its
warm-and-fuzzy feeling. For one

Messages of Support

Hi, My name is Alicia Carl, and i want to do everything i
can possibly can do to support the U.S. groups on the battle

~Alicia.K.Carl-

If there is anything that i can d

o 1 lyears

isupport the

Messages of Support

To Wes Maroney, You're prayed for daily, We thank you for

serving our country & we pray God will bring you home
safely. We appreciate you & all your fellow soldiers very much, It is
the soldier doing their job that allows us to have freedom in
America. As National Police Week & Peace Officers Memorial Day
are coming up in less than two months we will be remembering
you as we dress the dog statue up again to honor all law
enforcement. Blessings, Jill & Truett T. Santa Barbara, CA
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thing, a weaker dollar has made
life less fun for GIs.

“There’s a big difference be-
tween 4 marks to the dollar and
1.6 marks to the dollar,” says
Army Col. Jay Parker, who teach-
es international affairs at West
Point and who served in Germa-
ny for four-plus years.

Peters says that as Germans
prospered, they began to look
with disdain on soldiers.

“Their own army wasn't very
good,” he says, “and they translat-
ed that to us. They started calling
all soldlers ‘Versager’ — a fail-

West Point’s Parker says that
by the '80s, young Germans had
come to terms with their own
country’s history and were chal-
lenging the United States on is-
sues ranging from the strategic
(the deployment of missiles) to
the mundane (the disruption
caused by tanks on maneuvers).

Most recently, Germany’s re-
fusal to support the war in Iraq
has chilled feelings, Peters says.
“The Germans blindsided us.
That pmduoed a spurned-lover re-
action.”

Still, says Indianapolis’ Hoyt,
“France, not Germany, took most
of the American criticism in the
neck. And I think much of that
goes back to the positive feelings
for Germany.”

Others have their doubts.
Among them is political scientist
James Davis of Washington Uni-
versity. Although he enjoyed his
stint as a soldier in Germany in
1959-60, he questions whether
the collective GI experience has
made much of a mark on the big
picture of international relations.

Davis says any edge for Germa-
ny might well result “from lots of
immigrants in this country com-
ing from Germany. And don’t for-
get Germany’s contributions to
Western culture, music and reli-
gion — Martin Luther. If Germa-
ny has an edge, it is very broadly
based.”

Moskos says “German-Ameri-
cans are the largest single ethnic
group in the country. So even
though Germany was on the
wrong side in two world wars,

there was a common cultural com-
patibility” — one that extended
way past nostalgic ex-GIs.

Still, says Moskos, “It wouldn’t
have occurred to the same degree
without the GIs.”

Another professor at the Uni
versity of North Carolina, mil
tary historian Richard H. Kohn,
says a sharp cutback in the num-
ber of GIs in Germany will carry
a cost for the United States —
“the abandonment of a powerful
human tie with the most powerful
European nation, a nation right in
the middle of Europe.”

And at St. Louis University,
Lomperis takes a view that
stretches far beyond the United
States and Germany.

He says the GIs “represent a
reservoir of support not just for

Germany bul also for Atlantic ties
through N

As Lompens puts it: “Remem-
ber, NATO is more than a mil
tary alliance. It’s an Atlantic com-
munity. And maintaining a perma-
nent American garrison in Eu-

rope s a way of solidifying the
foundations of this community.”

n the Balkans, U.S. troops get
few chances to get friendly. Amer-
icans who have served as soldiers
in Bosnia and Kosovo come home
with no memories of wine,
women and song.

The reason: Thal 's because se-
curity concerns keep them
cooped up on post when they’re
off duty. Unlike their fellow GIs
in Germany, the soldiers in the
Balkans are barred from wander-
ing into town to sample the local
beer and chat up the local women
— or in the case of female sol-
diers, the local members of the op-
posite sex.

The rules date back to late De-
cember 1995, when then-Maj.
Gen. William L. Nash rolled his
German-based 1st Armored Divi-
sion into Bosnia. He took no
chances that one of his soldiers
would get killed — or even hurt —
in some Bosnian bar.

At a news conference in Janu-
ary 1996, somebody asked Nash
when he’d open the front gate and
let his soldiers loose. He an-
swered, “It’s too soon to talk
about going downtown.”

It still is. Off-duty American sol-
diers in the Balkans — now just a
few National Guard battalions —
remain penned up inside their
barbed-wire, no-beer bases.

These days, Nash works in
Washington for the Council on
Foreign Relations. In an inter-
view, he conceded that perhaps
the Army could ease up a bit on
its soldiers in the Balkans.

But he doubts whether a more
lax looser nightlife policy would
someday form a pool of ex-GIs
with fond memories of the thread-
bare Balkans.

“Remember,” Nash said, “Bos-
nia ain’t Germany.”

GUS SCHUETTLER/Stars and Stripes

Sgt. Elvis Presley poses for a photo as he signs autographs for local
residents in Friedberg, Germany, in 1960. Presley brought superstar
glitz to Germany during his tour there.
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Mildenhall airmen
took Iraqis to hea

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

(LDENHALL, England — During
Staff Sgt. Michael Lecluyse’s time in Iraq —
aperiod that stretched just beyond 100 days
— one incident stands out.

It was the time at a hospital operated by
South Koreans at the base’s edge that he saw
alittle Iragi girl the same age as his daugh-
ter, Delaney, 2, marked by the evidence of
shrapnel wounds.

“T left in tears,” said Lecluyse, who is a
supply troop for the 100th Communications
Squadron. “I never went back.”

Thirty-eight members of the squadron
formed a Theater Deployable Communica-
tion Team for a mission to Tallil Air Base in
southern Irag. They returned to England
two weeks ago.

Lecluyse and Airman 1st Class Jeramie
Proctor spoke about the mission during
their final day of time off on Friday. The
team’s mission was to upgrade the base’s
communications gear, which they did, im-
proving the security of the network and dou-
bling the bandwidth.

The air base is not a headliner in the news
from Iraq. That’s good, of course. The base
has a share of the shellings and other prob-
lems that plague other camps, but nothing
that is outstanding.

The two airmen weren’t sure if they could
discuss specific incidents, but they down-

played the

or places
like that,”
said Proc-
tor. The
base near

north of

quent tar-
get of mor-
at-

said they

‘were sometimes required to wear flak vests
and helmets, but not often. They were, how-
ever, required to have them handy.

A three-minute drive from the base is the
town of an Nasiriyah, which is patrolled by
Italian troops. It is normally a peaceful
place, but not always.

“When you would see the Italians come
barreling back in [to the base], you got a lit-
tle scared,” Proctor said. “Something had
pushed them out of the city.”

Sunday, July 11, 2004
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Above: Staff Sgt. Michael Lecluyse of the 100th Communications Squadron at RAF
Mildenhall, England, said seeing a little girl wounded by shrapnel in Iraq made him think of
his two children: 2-year-old Delaney and Kyle, 13 months — seen here in Daddy's arms.
Left: Airman 1st Class Jeramie Proctor is proud of his unit’s efforts to reach out to Iragis.

“And they got pushed out quite a bit,” said
Lecluyse.

‘The Americans share the base with troops
from a variety of nations — South Korea,
Ttaly, the Netherlands, Japan and Croatia.

“We even had some Argentinians,” said
Lecluyse.

The Army has a major presence on the
base. The two airmen seemed surprised
when discussing how well they got along
with their brethren in fatigues, who do
one-year tours in the country.

Proctor said one soldier told him the
Army troops measure their time in country
by counting rotations of Air Force troops.

“We know when the third one’s through,
we're about ready to go home,” Proctor said,
quoting the soldier.

For Proctor, the hospital was a highlight
of his time in Iraq.

The base created Operation Reach Out to
provide Iraqi families visiting the hospital
with some goodies, such as drinks and
snacks.

“When you get the little kids coming up to
you, tugging on your pants saying, ‘Go USA,’
it gives you a sense of pride,” he said.

Glad to be home, the airmen said they
were also glad to have the opportunity to
serve. They also feel fortunate to have land-
ed at Tallil.

“If they told me I could pick my base to go
to in Iraq,” Proctor said. “I'd pick Tallil.”

E-mail Ron Jensen at: jensenr@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Admiral: '04 Pulse
is not a message

Officer says exercise tests Navy's
capabilities, isn’t signal to enemies

BY ROBERT BURNS

of the Navy's new approach to
its combat readin:

The Press

WASHINGTON — The United
States’ largest naval exercise in
decades, involving the deploy-
ment around the globe of seven of
the Navy’s 12 carrier battle
groups, is not designed to send po-
litical slgnals to potential ene-
mies, a senior Navy officer said
Thursday.

“We're demonstrating to our-
selves as much as
to anybody else”
what the Navy is
capable of in
times of crisis,
said Rear Adm.
John D. Stuffle-
beem, the Navy’s
chief of plans and

&k We're
demonstrating
to ourselves as

much as to
anybody else

The Navy is abandonmg its tradi-
tional approach of regularly
scheduled, six-month deploy-
ments and instead will have ships
and sailors prepared to go as
world events demand.

The Navy wants to be able to
send six carrier battle groups in
less than 30 days to handle crises
anywhere in the world, with two
additional carrier groups ready to
sail within three
months. The only
carrier that is per-
manently based
abroad is the USS
Kitty Hawk, at Yo-
kosuka, Japan.

The  Summer
Pulse "04 exercise

operations. will include the

}‘I’IfulgerSfon the  fahat the Navy  areas of responsi-
other side of a cur- . . bility of all five re-
fan will want to can do in times oy 0. went.
take lessons from o7, ighting com-
that, 1 think thats 07 €11S75].93 Eands the Padit.

advantageous,” he
said in an inter-
view with a small
group of reporters
at the Pentagon.

U S. allies in Eu-

pe and else-
where will feel re-
assured by the exercise, Stuffle-
beem said.

The carriers involved in the ex-
ercise, dubbed Summer Pulse
’04, are the USS John C. Stennis,
the USS George Washington, the
USS John F. Kennedy, the USS
Harry S. Truman, the USS Enter-
prise, and USS Ronald Reagan,
and the Kitty Hawk.

Summer Pulse is the first test

Rear Adm. ic,

John D. Stufflebeem
Navy's chief of plans
and operations

European,
Southern, Central
and Northern re-
gions.

Stufflebeem,
who began his
Navy career as a
reservist in 1969 and is a 1975
graduate of the U.S. Naval Acade-
my, said this is the first time in
his career that the Navy has had
as many as seven carriers de-
ployed on an exercise around the
globe. The previous high number,
he said, was three.

During the initial stages of the
ITraq war in 2003 the Navy had
seven carriers operating in and
around the Persian Gulf.

Vnlkefact "

wish-

WURZBURG, Germany — The
Wiirzburg area’s biggest festival
of the year continues this week at

the city’s Talavera parade
grounds.
The 1,000-year-old Kiliani

Volksfest began July 3, when
Wiirzburg Lord Mayor Pia Beck-
mann tapped the festival's first
beer keg, and will continue daily
through July 19. It is named for
the Irish saint Kilian, the patron
saint of Franconia, and features a
major carnival, booths, food and
merchandise stands as well as
daily live music. Rides are half
price on family day, Wednesday.

The festival runs from 2 p.m. to
‘midnight Monday through Thurs-
day, 2 p.m. to 1 am. Friday and
Saturday, and 1 p.m. to midnight
Sunday.

Parking is scarce near the fair-
grounds, so officials from the
417th Base Support Battalion are

ing to attend: Ride the train to
Wiirzburg, then take the No. 2
streetcar to the fairgrounds, or
park at Leighton Barracks and
take the No. 28 or No. 14 bus to
get to the train station.

Farmen takes over

MANNHEIM, Germany — Lt.
Col. Stephen E. Farmen took the
reins of the 28th Transportation
Battalion — the largest transpor-
tation battalion in the Army —
during a ceremony Tuesday at
Coleman Barracks.

Farmen, who served as an ac-
tions officer in the Pentagon prior
to coming to Germany, took over
for Lt. Col. K.M. Granfield, who is
moving to 3rd Corps Support
Command in Wiesbaden.

Farmen is married to the
former Deborah Ulrich of Will-
iamsport, Pa., according to an
Army release.
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USS John C. Stennis crewmembers pay their respects to the Battleship Missouri Memorial and Pearl Harbor
from the deck of the Stennis last week in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The Stennis is part of Summer Pulse '04, an
exercise involving seven aircraft-carrier battle groups to test the Navy’s combat readiness.
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Gay couples in N.J. register for more rights

New domestic partnership law allows
some of same rights as married couples

BY KRISTA LARSON
The Associated Press

MAPLEWOOD, N.J. — Hundreds of
same-sex couples gathered to register do-
mestic partnerships on Saturday, the
first day of a new law in New Jersey that
gives gay partners some of the same
rights as married couples.

More than 200 people attended a morn-
ing ceremony marking the law going into
effect. Many arrived hours early, sitting
on the municipal building’s steps or on
lawn chairs while filling out domestic
partnership applications.

“This is a very great day in New Jer-
sey’s civil rights history,” said Mayor
Fred Profeta. “The civil rights achieved
today are very important — don’t anyone
doubt that.”

Some 40 applications, which attest to
the signers being domestic partners, had
been handed out as of 9:30 am. After
completing the paperwork, couples
planned to draw numbers to determine
their place in a line to receive notariza-
tion.

Cathy Schenone arrived at 7:30 am.
with her partner, Michele Tollefson, 46.

“Itkind of validates that we've been to-
gether 10 years and deserve the same
rights as everyone else,” said Schenone,
40, of Wanaque.

The domestic partnership law, passed
in January, grants some legal rights to
registered couples, including the ability
to make medical decisions for each
other.

It allows partners to have some joint
rights in filing state taxes, to be exempt
from state inheritance taxes in the case

of a partner’s death and to extend the
benefits given to state employees to
cover domestic partners.

The law also covers unmarried hetero-
sexual couples ages 62 and older. It does
not legalize gay marriage and offers far
fewer rights than those given to hetero-
sexual married couples.

Schenone said she was pleased with
the new law because she can be added to
her partner’s health insurance policy.

“There really are some great benefits
to it,” Schenone said. “Hopefully it will
lead to marriage.”

New Jersey is the fifth state in the na-
tion to officially recognize same-sex cou-
pling. In April, Maine’s governor signed
a bill creating domestic partnerships

ere.

Domestic partner benefits have been
granted in California and Hawaii. Ver-
‘mont has approved civil unions and Mas-
sachusetts recently legalized same-sex
marriage.

Catholic and conservative groups have
raised objections to the New Jersey law,
but so far no lawsuits have been filed to
block it, said Patrick DeAlmeida, a depu-
ty state Attorney General.

plewood was one of several munici-
palities with large gay populations that
planned to open offices this weekend;
‘most other towns didn’t plan to start reg-
istering couples until Monday.

The South Orange clerk’s office was
opening at 12:01 a.m. Saturday to regis-
ter couples.

Couples must bring government-is-
sued identification and show proof of
shared financial assets to a municipal
registrar’s office.

Marie-Elena Conte draws a ticket out of the fish bowl to
want for her number to be called to register for a Domes-
ip certificate at the

Town Hall in

Maple Wood, N.J., on Saturday.

Bush pushes
gay marriage
ban on radio

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush says legalizing gay marriage
would redefine the most funda-
mental institution of civilization
and that a constitutional amend-
ment is needed to protect t.

A few activist judges and local
officials have taken it on them-
selves to change the meaning of
marriage, Bush said Saturday in
his weekly radio address.

Leading the chorus of support
for an amendment, Bush said, “If
courts create their own arbitrary
definition of marriage as a mere
legal contract, and cut marriage
off from its cultural, religious and
natural roots, then the meaning of
marriage is lost and the institu-
tion is weakened.”

His remarks follow the opening
of Senate debate Friday on a con-
stitutional amendment effectively
banning gay marriage.

Reflecting the election-year
sensitivity of the issue, Sen.
Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., said Repub-
licans are using the constitutional
amendment as a bulletin board
for campaign sloganeering.

Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, ac-
cused Democratic presidential
candidate John Kerry of holding
inconsistent positions.
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BY LIZ SIDOTI
The Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, NM. —
John Edwards, the newly named
Democratic vice presidential can-
didate, suggested that President

ush’s administration dragged its
feet in prosecuting alleged “corpo-
rate crooks” like the former
Enron chief executive Kenneth

Lay.

“It took three long years to see
Ken Lay handcuffed and indicted
for what he did,” the North Caroli-
na senator said Saturday in the
weekly Democratic radio ad-
dress. “In  November, mid-
dle-class families will be able to
rest assured that John Kerry will
look out for their interests, re-
store corporate responsibility and
put our economy back in line with
our values.”

He said that Kerry under-
stands that families are strug-
gling to stay afloat.

“You can'’t save any money be-
cause it takes every dime you
make to just to pay your bills. And
if something goes wrong, a seri-
ous illness, or a layoff, you go
right off the cliff,” he said.

y, a big political contributor
whose largesse went mostly to Re-
publicans, surrendered to authori-

ties in Houston on Thursday and

Edwards: U.S. dragged
feet on corporate suits

declared his innocence of charg-
es he fraudulently hid losses and
debt problems at Enron. Lawyers
indicted him Thursday after a 2
1/>-year investigation into the ener-
gy giant’s collapse.

The Bush campaign said Fri-
day that Lay attended a dinner at
Kerry's Georgetown home “10
months after Enron went under”
and that Lay had been on a board,
the Heinz Foundation, overseen
by Kerry's wife, Teresa Heinz
Kerry.

Kerry spokeswoman Stephanie
Cutter said Kerry wasn’t at the
dinner, the foundation was philan-
thropic, and Lay is no longer on
the board.

Edwards, named by Kerry to
the Democratic ticket on Tues-
day, gave a few more details
about what transpired that morn-
ing when the Massachusetts sena-
tor called and offered him a spot
on the ticket.

“After I said yes, I asked my
6-year-old, Emma Claire, and my
4-year-old, Jack, to tell their
mom,” Edwards said. “My daugh-
ter got on the phone and said,
Mommy, Senator Kerry pleed
Daddy.” And then Jack got on the
phone and said something that he
thought was more important:
‘Mommy, I can swim with my
head above water!”
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Kate Lawroski looks at a paint-by-numbers picture of 1960s group the
Monkees at Chicago’s Intuit gallery. The first paint-by-numbers pic-
tures were created by World War Il veteran Dan Robbins in the 1940s.

Paint-by-numbers
inventor proudly
looks back on craze

BY F.N. D’ALESSIO

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Long before
Elvis’s face first hit black velvet,
the guardians of all that is good
and serious in American art had
something else to bewail.

This heresy was called
paint-by-numbers, and Dan Rob-
bins was its prophet.

Robbins created the first
paint-by-numbers pictures in the
late 1940s, then rode the craze
through the boom years of the
1950s and the bust of the 1960s.

He was once embarrassed ex-
plaining what he did for a living
when he met his old art teacher
on the street, but Robbins can

now look ~back on the

dents and apprentices, and I de-
cided to try something like that,”
Robbins said.

When Klein asked to see a pro-
totype, Robbins said he “stirred
together some Picasso, some
Bracque and some Robbins” to
create “Abstract No. 1,” a vaguely
Cubist still life.

“I hate it,” Klein told him. “Ab-
stracts are for people who call
themselves artists, but can’t paint
worth a damn.”

But  Klein  liked the
paint-by-numbers concept and
gave Robbins the green light, as
long as he could create subjects
people “would actually like to
paint.”

That meant traditional land-
scapes, dancers and animals —

with pride.

The once-mocked paintings are
ahot collectible on eBay, and Rob-
bins, now 79, had the satisfaction
of seeing his artworks — complet-
ed by others — hanging in the
Smithsonian in Washington in
2001 and 2002.

He even wrote a book on his cre-
ations, “Whatever Happened to
Paint-by-Numbers.”

So it was with a mixture of vani-
ty and self-deprecating humor
that Robbins addressed an audi-
ence last week at Intuit: The Cen-
ter for Intuitive and Outsider Art.
One exhibition at the small but in-
fluential Chicago gallery, “Out-
side the Lines: Ordinary Pas-
times, Extraordinary Art,” cele-
brates hobbyist art, including
paint-by-numbers oils.

Robbins said he had suspicions
his artistic career was going to be
odd when he first met his eventual
employer, Max Klein of now-de-
funct Palmer Paint Inc. in Detroit.

Robbins was several years out
of service in World War IT, newly
married and unemployed when
he signed on with Klein to create
a children’s watercolor set.

The children’s paint sets were
selling reasonably well when
Klein, noting the increasing lei-
sure time of postwar America,
asked Robbins to come up with a
way to market the company’s
paint to adults.

“Iremembered hearing that Le-
onardo [de Vinci] used numbered
background patterns for his stu-

horses, dogs and cats.

“I did the first 30 or 35 subjects
myself, then I started farming
them out to other artists,” Rob-
bins said.

The Craft Master paint-by-num-
bers kit was born. In the early
days, each $2.50 kit contained
three pieces of real canvas, print-
ed with lines and numbers, two
brushes, a palette and 20 or so
capsules of paint.

Robbins said the first kits used
gelatin capsules from a pharma-
ceutical house to hold the paint,
which was pumped into them
with an automatic device Klein
rigged up from an old grease gun.

Sales were poor at first, but
Klein put his faith in an innova-
tive pitch at a 1950 toy show in
New York, a single consignment
shipment to Macy’s and some cre-
ative word-of-mouth.

Craft Master’s paint-by-num-
bers sales peaked at 20 million
kits in 1955, and its imitators sold
even more. The competition’s use
of cheaper printed cardboard
forced Craft Master to phase out
canvas, but the market already
‘was showing signs of saturation.

The fall was just as steep as the
rise, Robbins said. By 1957, Craft
Master’s sales had fallen to 1.5
million, and Klein was forced to
sell out.

In retirement, Robbins has
found a second career as an ex-
pert on his own creation. And just
to bring things full circle, he re-
cently finished a painting titled
“Abstract No. 2.”
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Lovin’, touchin’, squeezin’

The affectionate
Democratic ticket

BY LIZ SIDOTI
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Bear hugs. Pats on the back. Shoul-
der squeezes.

John Kerry and John Edwards are all over each
other.

The two Democrats and one-time rivals have
shared so much public affection since becoming a
team Tuesday that the presidential candidate even
Jjoked about it Friday in New York after Edwards in-
troduced him at fund-raisers and rallies — and
hugged him before turning over the podium.

Kerry grinned and shook his head. “There’s been
alot of hugging this week,” the Massachusetts sena-
tor remarked with a chuckle,

Later, Kerry mentioned that Jay Leno had teased
the Democratic ticket for being so touchy-feely.
Mocking the apparent chemistry between the candi-
dates, “The Tonight Show” strung together clips of
the two in their first three days as running mates
with Joe Cocker’s weepy 1974 hit single “You Are
So Beautiful” played in the background.

“We make a great couple, ladies and gentlemen,”
Kerry joked as New York donors cracked up.

Hugging, kissing and squeezing has become a
part of every event since Kerry and Edwards set off
on the campaign trail with their wives, Teresa Heinz
Kerry and Elizabeth Edwards, for the first time to-
gether Wednesday.

It doesn’t matter if Kerry is introducing Edwards,
or vice versa; the scene is always the same, the
lovefest playing out at rallies in Ohio, Florida, West
Virginia, New Mexico and New York.

With a toothy smile, the North Carolina senator
opens his arms wide and wraps an equally sunny
Kerry in a bear hug. The two clap each other some-
times once, often twice, on the back with both hands.
Pulling apart, they each drape an arm around each
other.

Kerry waves with his free hand, and Edwards

Star:

and Stripes

AP
Democratic presidential candidate Sen. John Kerry,
D-Mass., touches his newly selected running mate,
Sen. John Edwards, D-N.C., during a rally in Dayton,
Ohio, on Wednesday. Such open displays of
affection are frequent during their appearances.

pumps his fist in the air, thumb up. Sometimes the
two tilt their heads together to make inaudible com-
ments.

Often described as aloof, wooden and emotionally
detached, Kerry now appears much more relaxed
and affectionate, his style more closely resembling
his younger Senate colleague.

Foes in the Democratic primary season, Kerry
and Edwards were Jomed at the hip as they strode
across the lawn of Kerry’s wife’s sprawling estate in
Pennsylvania on Wednesday, making their first pub-
lic appearance as running mates. Holding hands
with their respective wives, the two walked side by
side, grinning, laughing and leaning into one anoth-
erto

Messages of Support

Thank-you for serving our Country!
We take freedom for granted here in
the USA. Wi must start realizing for

freedom there s a cost that some of us may
never have to pay. But I SALUTE YOU for the
e you make each and every day for not
only USA, but for other countries. May God
bless and protect each and every one of you and
bring you home safely. My praers go out for all
of you. My son also serves with the Army. Bravo
Co.2-7 Inf. 1st Brigade. May you all come
home soon. GOD SPEED, Never more proud of
the RED, WHITE and BLUE!! Nancy Boyd

PFC Justin, I love you so much and
I'm so proud of you for everything |
can't wait until you're home so I can

hug you and never let go, I miss you and can't
wait to hear your voice, 5 years strong can't be
wrong, honey. Mom says hi, she loves you, and
she's praying for you and everyone over there,
Love, Cat

Hella! T just want to say that you all
have tons of people back here who are
praying for you! Also | want to say

thank you for everything you are all doing! Hi

Uncle Roland! | love you! With love and thanks
to everyone, Summer Winberg. P.S. | hope you
all have something to smile about today!:)

You don't know me and 1 don't know
you but, T have to write to tell you
how much [ appreciate what you

daing for us. ['m a single mom with two boys
ages, 10 and 12 years old. When 1 think about
their future it scares me. | wonder what the
world will be like for them. My younger sons
tells me not to worry because when it gets older
he will protect us just the like saldiers are pro-
teeting us now. Just remember, you are doing a
great thing and we thank you for wha you are
and for what you believe in, Remember Gad
takes of those that have faith and believe in him.
God Bless you and your families and I'm praying
for you all. God Bless Americal

Hello, T just want you to know T pray
everyday for all who are involved in
this war and pray that a speedy end

my came soan. May God bless and keep you all
safe. Marie




PAGE 14

 STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

Sunday, July 11, 2004

Elements come to aid of Ariz. firefighters

BY AMANDA LEE MYERS

The Associated Press

SAFFORD, Ariz. — Light rain
and high humidity continued to
aid firefighters battling a pair of
wildfires that were threatening a
multimillion-dollar ~ observatory
and nearly 100 summer homes in
southeastern Arizona.

Rain fell Thursday and Friday,
with meteorologists predicting
more precipitation through the
weekend and into next week.

The fires, which were 45 per-
cent contained by Friday night,

Dedicated Year-Round In-

have charred 27,630 acres on
Mount Graham since lightning
sparked them in late June.

Fire managers said Friday they
were optimistic about adv]ng the
74 cabins in Turkey

“It seems like we're going to be
dodging that bullet,” said Dean
McAlister, fire management offic-
er for the Coronado National For-
est.

High temperatures and low

humidity had been driving the
wildfires threatening the Mount
Graham International Observa-
tory, Turkey Flat and Colum-
bine, a community of about 15
cabins.

“ountry:

AP

The Nuttall Complex fire burns Friday atop Mount Graham in Safford,

Ariz. In addi
numerous fa

Paul Summerfelt, incident com-
mander for the firefighting team,
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Federal Employees Overseas...
Isn't it about time for
"no-hassle' health insurance?

THE FOREIGN SERVICE

BENEFIT PLAN

v Foreign claims are paid at the PPO rate and not
subject to reasonable and customary determination

v No translations needed

v E-Mail us any time day or night
v Web-based customer service feature
v Extended customer service hours
v Take us back to the USA or wherever you go

Special billing arvasgenents with several

Hormburg = Kaiserslautern = Marmhelm

Ihospitals ire tajor cities including
Bariin = Fromkfurt = Helde!

+ Na major prepayment
+ Hospital may bill us directly

n to being home to the Mount Graham Observatory and
ies, the mountain is sacred to some American Indians.

said the showers have helped re-
duce the risk to the observatory,
home to some of the world’s most
advanced telescopes.

“We're not out of this, but the
threat has significantly reduced,”
said observatory Director Buddy

Powell. “For a while, it was diffi-
cult to concentrate on anything
but the ﬁre Bul I'm feeling much
better now.”

Safford resident Judy Rhoads,
whose Turkey Flat cabin has
been in the family for 60 years,
said the weather was a miracle.

“This is the first time we’ve had
any inkling of optimism from fire-
fighters, and that is really a re-
lief,” Rhodes said Friday.

Gov. Janet Napolitano flew
over the fire-damaged area Fri-
day and then attended a communi-
ty meeting in Safford.

“As we go out in these forests,
they are tinder, tinder dry,” Na-
politano said. “All of us need to be
cognizant of that fact that there’s
alot of forest left and we'd like to
leave it that way.”

Marshals: Man uses
charm, quick-change
to scam car dealers

BY TARA GODVIN
The Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — A man al-
leged to have more than three
dozen identities, an affable
charm and a drove of disguises is
wanted in a scam that has left a
trail of bad checks and used cars
across the Midwest.

Dozens of car dealers from
Kentucky to Kansas have discov-
ered in the last two years that one
seller, who seemed like such a
nice guy, apparently was a skilled
swindler.

Edward Raifsnider, 45, of Jop-
lin, Mo., is suspected of writing
false checks
totaling
about $2 mil-

their owners
and collect-
ing  cash
when selling
the cars and
trucks  to
dealerships.

Key to his
success: The
use of approximately 37 false
identities and 17 false Social Secu-
rity numbers, said Supervisor
Deputy U.S. Marshal John Spray,
with the . Marshals office in
Springfield, Mo.

“The man is just, I mean, he’s
one of the best. He can become
somebody in five minutes if he
needs to,” said Spray, whose of-
fice is leading the investigation
into Raifsnider for the U.S. Mar-
shals Service.

Raifsnider appears to have a
fake U.S. Marshal badge, which
he has used to pose as a marshal,
Spray said.

Raifsnider also has portrayed
himself as an FBI agent, a Secret
Service agent and has a penchant
for cowboy attire, said Detective
Brady Stuart with the Joplin Po-
lice Department.

Since he first began investigat-
ing a fraud case against Raifs)
erin 2001, Stuart has been collect-

Raifsnider

ing information in as many as 15
states on cases he believes to be
linked to Raifsnider.

The police detective seems to
also have been incorporated into
Raifsnider’s repertoire of identi-
ties. Raifsnider is suspected of
using the name Bradley Stewart
to fraudulently buy vehicles in
Chicago, Stuart said.

Raifsnider’s scheme tends to
go down just about the same way
each time, authorities say. An ex-
pensive vehicle is paid for with a
phony cashier’s check on a Fri-
day and sold several states away
on a Saturday.

With offices closed for the
weekend, it’s 1mposs|b]e to verify
whether the check is real and it’s
too soon for the vehicle to be re-
ported stolen.

Raifsnider’s criminal record ap-
pears to start with a bogus check
passed in Oklahoma in 1982, for
which he was sentenced to five
years in state prison, Spray said
Friday. During his most recent ar-
rest for a concealed weapon
found in his car in Missouri in
January 2003, Raifsnider was
using an alias, Spray said.

His true identity wasn’t known
until a fingerprint analysis came
back, and by then he had posted
bail, he said.

Dakota County in Nebraska is-
sued an arrest warrant for Raifs-
nider in May, accusing him of
theft by deception in a separate
case.

Raifsnider frequently changes
his facial hair, sometimes dons a
toupee to disguise his balding
pate and can drop and gain
pounds with enviable ease, Spray

“He’s pretty good at losing
weight and gaining the weight
back. So, I don’t know what he’s
doing, but I wish he could help
me with my little weight loss pro-
gram,” Spray joked.

Raifsnider doesn’t seem likely
to stop, Spray said.

hink 1 would just take the
money and disappear forever,”
Spray said. “But he just keeps at
it”
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Cars could steal show in Johnny Gash film

BY JOHN BEIFUSS
The Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Hall Prewitt’s beau-
ties will get plenty of screen time in “Walk
the Line,” the movie biography of Johnny
Cash shooting in Memphis.

When the film is released next year, Pre-
witt’s head-turners are sure to earn admir-
ing ooohs and aaahs from viewers who a
preciate sleek curves and a classy ch

Prewitt, 47, is the “picture car coordina-
tor” for “Walk the Line.”

Among the high-performance perform-
ers he’s recruited for the film are a 1955 Ca-
dillac Eldorado Biarritz convertible for the
film's Sam Phillips character; a
“black-on-black-on-black” Cadillac ~con-
vertible for Joaquin Phoenix as Cash; and
an Oldsmobile “Rocket 88,” the car immor-
talized by Jackie Brenston and Ike Turner
in their classic 1951 Sun recording

Overall, the affable Prewitt will provide

the “Walk the Line” fil with more

than 200 vintage sedans, convertibles,
taxis, squad cars, tour buses, pickup
trucks, moving vans, military vehicles and
even private aircraft — including a 1952
Convair — before the Memphis-based
phase of the production ends in Septem-

er.

Said Prewitt of his stable of motorized
stars: “I don't care what's under the hood,
but they have to look authentic.”

“He’s the only game in town with his ex-
perience and his access to period vehi-
cles,” Memphis & Shelby County Film
Commissioner Linn Sitler said of Prewit

“In the South, there’s a cultural love of
old cars,” she said.

“Loving your car, loving your ’54 Chevy
— it just kind of goes with the South. So the
pool of period cars here is amazing.”

Over the past 15 years, Prewitt has com-
piled a directory of more than 700 antique
automobiles and their owners.

Last week, he assembled about 40 De-

THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL/AP

Hall Prewitt radios for the keys to a 1953 Plymouth parked on South Main Street in
Memphis, Tenn., during the filming of “Walk the Line” on July 1. Overall, Prewitt will
provide the “Walk the Line” filmmakers with more than 200 vintage vehicles before the
Memphis-based phase of the production ends in September.

troit classics for a few days of shooting
along a stretch of South Main that had been
transformed through repainted facades
and vintage signage into a representation
of the 700 block of Union Avenue circa
1955, when Cash cut his first sides for Sam
Phillips’s Sun Records label.

As a Cash-costumed Phoenix walked
along the sidewalk in take after take for di
rector  James Mangold, Prewitt’s
four-wheeled “extras” cruised by, to lend
the shots some 1950s flavor and to comple-
ment the human extras in vintage clothing
who strolled through the scene.

Some of the cars had been modified by
the prop department, their 2004 license
tags replaced with rhomboid cardboard

Glen Campbell, center, who is currently serving a 10-day sentence for
an aggravated DUI charge, performs for about 1,000 inmates inside
Maricopa County Sheriff's Tent City Jail on Friday in Phoe:
County Sheriff officer Kelly Wilson, top, keeps an eye on inmates.
Accompanying Campbell is band member Ken Skaggs on the guitar.

Inmate Glen Campbell
performs prison concert

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Glen Campbell,
nearing the end of his 10-day sen-
tence for extreme drunken driv-
ing, gave a free 30-minute con-
cert Friday night for about 1,000
inmates at Maricopa County’s out-
door jail.

“Tent City, you're gentle on my
mind,” Campbell sang during his

opening song, the million-selling
“Gentle on My Mind.”
formed several of his Top-10 hits.

Campbell, 68, was arrested in
November near his posh Phoenix
home after causing a minor traf-
fic accident.

He pleaded guilty in May to ex-
treme DUI and leaving the scene
of an accident.

EAST VALLEY TRIBUNE/AP

Maricopa

He per-

‘2

Payless.com’

cutouts modeled after the old Tennes-
see-shaped license plates of the era.

When a fire engine roared down the
street, forcing a temporary halt to the pro-
duction, Prewitt shouted: “Just don’t hit
the cars!” He gets anxious when he sees
crew people lugging  potentially
paint-scratching cameras and lights near
his babie:

“It always makes me nervous when they
stand so close to the cars.”

Cordell Walker, 53, got to drive his own
1955 Chevy sedan down Main Street for
“Walk the Line.”

“Johnny Cash is a legend, and I think
this has the potential to be a great film and
areal blockbuster, so it's great to be part of

CLEARANCE

OFF

it,” said Walker, executive director of
Alpha Omega Veterans Services as well as
a classic car fan.

Walker said he met Prewitt five years
ago at a car show, but this is the first time
one of his vehicles has been featured in a
movne “I was excited he finally called

" iWalk the Line” pays the car owners
$150 a day for the use of their vehicles.

Prewitt said area car owners “know I'm
from Memphis, so they know they can
trust me. They know I'll take care of
them.”

Prewitt himself was never car crazy.

“I don’t own a single antique car,” he
said, “and don’t ask me to change the oil.”

He got into the “picture car” business al-
most by accident. (“Picture car” is a movie
term that refers to any vehicle that is need-
ed on camera during the shooting of a
film.)

Prewitt was a film student at the Univer-
sity of Memphis when he volunteered to
work as an art director for “The Old For-
est,” professor Steven J. Ross’s 1985 short
film adaptation of the Peter Taylor short
story.

Prewitt was in charge of digging up vin-
tage props, including an old Victrola. He
also found some antique cars.

A couple of years later, he headed down
to Oxford, Miss., hoping to get an art de-
partment job on the set of “Heart of Dixie”
with Ally Sheedy and Treat Williams.
When the producers learned he had sup-
plied vintage cars for “The Old Forest,”
they asked him to do the same for “Dixie.”

Since “Dixie,” Prewitt has been a pic-
ture car coordinator on “My Dog Skip,” “A
Painted House,” the Chuck Norris action
flick “Delta Force 2” (shot in Johnson City)
and numerous TV commercials and music
videos.

Of course, he can't fulfill every request.
Every year, he said, someone with an Elvis
project “wants a pink Cadillac, but there
just aren’t any around. Even Elvis's was a
special paint job.”

event

EVERY shoe online!

we support our troops
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Post-office scare

BENNINGTON

Federal authorities
are considering criminal
charges stemming from a
hazardous materials scare
at the town’s post office last
week.

The office was shut
down for a few hours
after employees found
white powder leaking
from an envelope. ..
The substance
turned out to be Vicodin, a pre-
scription painkiller.

The envelope was sent to a Ben-
nington resident and postmarked
from Scottsdale, Ariz., said James
Adams, a district manager for the
U.S. Postal Service in New Hamp-
shire.

Adams said that the envelope
was mailed from an individual, not
a business or hospital.

y crime related to the inci-
dent would be prosecuted federal-
Iy by U.S. postal inspectors and the
U.S. Department of Justice, he
said. While the incident is under in-
vestigation, said he was
confident that it would be resolved
relatively soon.

Immigrants nabbed

SWEETWATER — More

than two dozen illegal immi-
grants from Brazil and Mexico —
many sick from the heat and in
need of food and water — have
been detained after police re-
ceived a tip that people were jump-
ing from the back of a tractor-trail-
errig at a truck stop.

The U.SS. Customs and Border
Protection agency said the immi-
grants had been in the back of the
rig for at least a day. All were ex-

phone to tearfully ask
for help.

Izzy Effler, 13, and
Morgan Beadwell, 12,
climbed the hill Tues-
day to see if they could
make cell-phone contact
with friends back home in
Color:

%

“We were just going up

4‘ ado.
for a hike and my dog sniffed

ROUNDUP

leader’s birthday on Jan. 15. Some
want the statue to be on Broad
Street, which runs through the
city’s downtown.

Arsenal survival

ROCK ISLAND — The Rock

Island Arsenal escaped the
last round of base closings, but
area development officials want to
Keep it in business. The Quad-City
Development Group and the state
have hired two Washington-based
lobbying firms to promote the arse-
nal’s manufacturing center and lo-
gistical commands. About 6,000
people work at the arsenal, making
weapons systems and armored
door kits used on Army Humvees.

Earthquake recovery
PASO ROBLES — Most of
the 42 businesses displaced

from downtown buildings dam-

aged in December’s big earth-
quake have reopened, officials
said. They're predicting dramatic

amined by medical per-
sonnel, but none required treat-
ment.

Of the 29 taken into custody on
Wednesday, 25 were from Brazil
and four were from Mexico. Four
of the immigrants were women.

Authorities searched for several
hours for five immigrants who ran

m police.

3rd time’s the charm?
cT N'EW HAVEN Bill
urry, a twice-defeated
Democratlc candidate for gover-

in the area by next
year. “We just had a glowing eco-
nomic forecast,” Mayor Frank
Meacham said. The magnitude-6.5
quake killed two women and
caused $239 million in property
losses.

Rattlesnake scare
LIVINGSTON Two
young tourists on a walk in

the Paradise Valley found them-

selves on a hillside infested with
rattlesnakes, and used a cellular

nor, says he’s running
for a third time. Curry, 52, says
he’ll decide in the fall after he com-
pletes a book on ethics. Curry, a
former state comptroller, lost
twice to John G. Rowl e Re-
publican governor who resigned
last week amid an impeachment in-
quiry and federal corruption inves-
tigation.

School bus pollution

NASHUA — The Environ-
mental Protection Agency
New Hampshire a
$100 000 grant to help reduce
school bus pollution. At least 45
school buses in Manchester and
Nashua will be upgraded with fil-
ters and other equipment that will
cut diesel fumes by 30 percent. Pol-
lution from diesel engines can
worsen conditions such as asthma.

5
®

King statue planned

AUGUSTA Augusta

sculptor John Savage was
contracted to design and build a
life-size bronzed statue of Martin
Luther King Jr. It's expected to
cost about $45,000. Planners hope
to unveil the statue at next year’s
commemoration of the civil rights

. b
Bikers 'n’ Brando
Streak, left, and Radar Ashley, of
Grass Valley, Calif., stand in front
of a larger-than-life wooden
likeness of actor Marlon Brando

in front of Johnny’s Bar and Grill in
Hollister, Calif.

out a hole,” Izzy said. She said
a rattlesnake “struck at me”
but did not bite. Then Morgan
stepped on one, ran away
from it and another appeared.

Izzy summoned her friend, and
as the girls from Loveland, Cnlo
stood [ogelher six rattlers moved
in around

The girls called Brian Effler,
Izzy’s father. He said that when he
got the call, the girls “weren’t talk-
ing, they were sobbing.”

Effler and his teenage nephew
ran up the hillside with a pellet
gun in hand. They shot two rattlers
before reaching the girls, Effler
said. After two snakes slithered
into holes, the girls saw a clearing
and began making their way down
the hillside.

Rattlesnake trapper Rusty Ju-
hnke, who was called to help, said
he saw 25 to 30 snakes in the area
where the girls had been waiting.

This is a dangerous time of year
to hike in rattlesnake country be-
cause it is the snakes’ shedding sea-
son, and they may be more aggres-
sive than usual, Juhnke said. He ad-
vised carrying a long stick on
hikes.

“This way the snakes will go for
the stick and not your foot or leg,”
he said.

Return of the gray wolf
ALBUQUERQUE — A
judge has rebuffed an ef-

fort by ranching groups to shut
down the Mexican gray wolf rein-
troduction program, saying the ani-
mals’ survival is more important
than minor economic losses.

U.S. District Judge M. Christina
Armijo rejected a preliminary in-
junction of the program despite
Tanchers’ allegations that wolves
have attacked cattle and could
breed with dogs to create a hybrid
species.

“In this case,” Armijo wrote in
her order Tuesday, “the balance of
hardships and the public interest
weigh in favor of allowing the rein-
troduction and translocation ef-
forts.”

Spider attack at store

LACONIA — A 20-year-old

grocery clerk is recovering
after apparently being bitten by a
black widow spider hidden in a
bunch of grapes.

Vista Foods clerk Garrett
Cota-Robles was bitten on Wednes-
day and was hospitalized at Lakes
Region General Hospital.

Cota-Robles’ mother, Gretchen
Preston, says doctors expect her
son to make a full recovery, al-
though he was in considerable

ain.

Jim Prive, vice president and
general manager of Associated
Grocers of New England, con-
firmed a store employee had been
bitten by a spider.

He said it was unclear whether
the spider was a black widow but
Laconia Fire Chief Ken Erickson,
who said he saw it, believes it was.
Erickson said he and other fire-
fighters happened to be at the hos-
pital when the victim was brought
in.

Unidentified outfits e =am. ® tof and Sotente

stage for the Alien Costume Contest at the International UFO Museum
and Research Center in Roswell, N.M.

m’ 1 The Pittshurgh Institute of Technolo-
Rollin” on the river 2 e e veod Anything
that Floats Race, a giant egg carton, makes its way down the Allegheny
River to the confluence of the Ohio River during the Pittsburgh Three
Rivers Regatta.

Kate Rowan, 29, of Charlestown,
Mass., rides the bicycle she plans to

Pedaling home

use to commute to work during the Democratic National Convention.
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Open wide

in Greeley, Colo.

Smoolh dscen. B

to a grass landing strip along Port Republic Road east of i

Ryan Schaefer of Loveland, Colo., opens wide to gulp down a bowl of beans during
the annual Bush’s Baked Beans bean eating contest at the Rocky Mountain Stampede

At the finish line

Judge Buddy Finethy of Snellville,
Ga., points out the winner as an
entry in the vintage Bulletman
action figure zip line race hits the
styrofoam “bricks” in a heat run at
the G.l. Joe International

Va., as a cumulonimbus thunderstorm cloud looms in the distance.

at Disney
World in Orlando, Fla.

High flyer

A member of the Project Eandaloop team rappels from the face of the new 27-story
Rendezvous tower at Resort Atlantic City Hotel Casino in Atlantic City, N.J.

New law stymies charity
DALLAS — A Muscular
Dystrophy Association

fund-raising campaign came up
short this year, but it wasn’t be-
cause the economy is still slow to
rebound.

Firefighters were restricted
from soliciting for money on or
near public streets by a new city
panhandling  ordinance  and
couldn’t meet Dallas Fire-Rescue’s
$350,000 goal for the Fill the Boot
campaign.

The Dallas Firefighters Associa-
tion president, Mike Buehler, said
“the grand total was $60,000, about
$300,000 less than what we had
last year.”

Firefighters had asked the City
Council to make an exemption to
the panhandling ordinance that
began shortly after last year’s cam-
paign. But Council members up-
held the ordinance and declined to
provide an exemption to avoid dis-
criminating against anyone.

Saved from a swim

ST. PETERSBURG —
Stranger than a fish out of
water: a kitten in the bay.

‘When Maggie Rogers spotted
something bobbing in the water
three miles into the Gulf of Mexico
while on a scalloping trip with
friends, she assumed it was a turtle
or a piece of sea kelp.

But as the boat got closer and
slowed down, she discovered it
was a tiny, apricot-colored kmen

promise that will keep everyone
‘happy: fizzy fruit.
The researchers are working on

carbonated apples, pears and
other juicy treats.
Texas neurobiologist ~Galen

Kaufman discovered fizzy fruit by
accident. He was on a sailing trip
and bit into a pear that had been
chilled with dry ice. The fruit had
absorbed the CO2 and had a fizz
like soda pop.

Now Kaufman is working with
0SU professor John Henry Wells.
They hope to find a way to carbon-
ate fruit on a commercial scale.
The researchers say fizzy fruit
should be a big hit with kids and
their parents.

Strikingly slow commute

'WORCESTER — Striking

transit workers and the
management firm that runs
Worcester’s bus system may not re-
turn to negotiations for as long as
two weeks, a union official said.
The stalled talks present a major
inconvenience to the system’s regu-
lar passengers. They face limited
alternatives to the 28 bus routes
serving Worcester and 13 sur-
rounding communities.

Florida felon voters

TALLAHASSEE — The
Florida Division of Elec-
tions has done an about-face and
decided it will allow voting by al-
most 2,500 former felons whose re-
stored voung rights had been

Nine inches long and
the cat was paddling furiously.

“We scooped him up and he sat
on the boat with me for eight
hours,” said Rogers, who is the fi-
nance director at the Clearwater
Marine Aquarium.

The boaters on the 17-foot Scout
Current Drift did not know how
the kitten arrived in the Homosas-
sa Bay. There were at least 40
boats in the crowded area where
he was found, they said.

Juror judged
KANSAS CITY — Barbara
Sparkman’s attempt to

duck jury duty nearly landed her
in jail.

Sparkman, 54, was serving as an
alternate juror in a murder trial
when she left a message Thursday
morning with court officials, say-
ing she was too stressed to contin-

Circuit Judge Thomas Clark
wasn't pleased and ordered depu-
ties to find Sparkman and bring
her to court to explain herself.

Sparkman told Clark and her
co-jurors that she didn’t want to
view crime scene and autopsy pho-
tos, that she had an asthma attack
Wednesday night and that she was
worried about her mother in a nurs-
ing home.

Clark then told the jury to pick
Sparkman’s fate: one day in jail, a
return trip to the jury pool next
week or a sentence of sitting some-
where in the courthouse for the
rest of the trial.

Jurors decided against jail, but
chose the other two penalties.

Fizzy fruit for kids
PORTLAND — Your kids
want soda pop, but you

want them to have fruit.

Some Oregon State University
researchers are working on a com-

The agency initially said state
law required that former felons be
deleted from the voter rolls be-
cause they had registered to vote
before they were granted clemen-
cy. Florida is one of seven states
that do not automatically restore
felons’ civil rights after they finish
their prison sentences.

Secretary of State Glenda Hood
backtracked on the issue Wednes-
day.

“It goes without saying that our
guiding principle throughout this
process will be to err on the side of
the voter,” Hood said in a state-
ment.

Scenic commute

TRENTON — The state De-
partment of Transportation
is planting 40 acres of wildflowers
along several major highways.
NJDOT Commissioner Jack Let-
tiere said the plantings not only
give motorists a more pleasant
view but also save maintenance
dollars by reducing the amount of
grass mowing. Total cost is about
$6,000, including equipment for
planting.

Seeking Medicare pay

AL BIRMINGHAM — Nearly
100 hospitals from Ala-
bama, Louisiana and Mississippi
have filed suit against the federal
government. They’re seeking
more than $261 million in Medi-
care payments they claim they
were denied because of an incor-
rect payment formula for labor
costs. The Alabama Hospital Asso-
ciation said the practice has been
going on for years, though the suit
only covers fiscal 2003 and 2004.
An official with the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services
said the agency doesn’t discuss
pending lawsuits.
From The Associated Press
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Afghan presidential vote
scheduled for October 9

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af-
ghan President Hamid Karzai on
Saturday ~welcomed the an-
nouncement of an Oct. 9 polling
date for the country’s first direct
presidential ~elections, which
were hailed by the United States
as a “critical step” toward democ-
racy.

However, a parliamentary vote
meant to be held simultaneously
has been put off until next year
amid attacks by Taliban-led insur-
gents and slow progress in dis-
arming warlords who could ma-
nipulate the process.

The elections, originally sched-
uled for June, are seen as a refer-
endum on the rebuilding of this
war-ravaged nation and a test of
the ability of Afghan and interna-
tional forces to keep the peace.

Zakim Shah, head of the joint
Afghan-U.N. electoral commis-
sion, said on state television Fri-
day that the commission “decid-

ed to hold the presldentlal elec-
tion on 8” ate on
ghanistan’s calendar that corre-
sponds to Oct. 9.

He said the parliamentary vote
likely would be held in April or
May, and he appealed to Afghan
authorities
and the inter- [§
national com-
munity  “to
create a
more secure
atmosphere
for the candi-
dates and the
voters.”

Karzai

both elec-
tions
year, respected the commission’s
decision, spokesman ~Jawed
Ludin said.

“The president welcomes the
announcement and is pleased at
the prospect that the people of Af-
ghanistan will be able to vote in

Mizan as promised,” Ludin said.
(n Washington, a White House
spokesman said President Bush
welcomes the decision to sched-
ule the elections, which “will
mark a critical step forward in Af-
ghanistan’s transition to democra-

“The decision is a sign that the
Afghan people will not allow the
an and other terrorist ele-
ments to stand in the way of their
democratic future,” the spokes-
man said.

U.S. State Department spokes-
man Richard Boucher said the
United States — which leads a
20,000-strong coalition hunting
al-Qaida and Taliban rebels in Af-

stan — was providing
funds, expertise and security for
the polls.

Karzai, who took over as transi-
tional leader after the 2001 ouster
of the Taliban by U.S.-led forces,
is expected to win the presiden-
tial vote against at least a
half-dozen rivals in this ethnical-
ly and regionally fractured coun-

try.

‘First steps of change’ in Egypt

Cabinet resigns; president appoints new prime minister

BY MAGGIE MICHAEL
The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — The resignation of Egypt’s gov-
ernment was lauded by newspapers Saturday as
“the first steps of change,” reflecting wide disen-
chantment with the administration that had been
criticized for failing to bring about sorely needed
economic, political and social reforms.

Following the Cabinet's resignation on Friday,
President Hosni Mubarak appointed a new prime
minister, Ahmed Nazief, and gave him a deadline of
Saturday to form a fresh Cabinet.

On Saturday, the state-run Middle East News Agen-
cy said that Nazief appointed a new foreign minister,
choosing Egypt's ambassador to the United Nations
since 1999, Ahmed Aboul Gheit, 62, to replace Ahmed
Maher, Egypt’s envoy for the past three years.

Aboul Gheit, an Egyptian diplomat since 1965, is
expected to arrive in Egypt on Sunday.

Friday’s Cabinet resignation, which had been long
expected, and the appointment of virtually unknown
former state information and communications minis-
ter to new prime minister further consolidates
Mubarak’s power at a time of growing calls for sweep-
ing change in the Arab world’s most populous state.

“Finally what we want has happened and the first
steps of change have begun,” Samir Ragab, edi-
tor-in-chief of Al-Gomhouria newspaper wrote in an
editorial.

The resignations of Obeid and his 32 ministers were
long expected. The reshuffle follows a much-publi-
cized reform movement headed by Mubarak and his

Egyptian Prime Minister Nazief

Name — Ahmed Nazief
Age—52
Residence — Cairo
Party — the ruling Nation-
al Democratlc Pa
ition — Graduated
with a bachelor’s degree in
Electrical Engineering from
Cairo University in 1973.
Graduated with Ph.D. from
McGill University in Canada
1983
Political ~ History —
Served as executive manag-
er of Egypt’s council of min-
isters’ information center;
joins cabinet as information
communications minis-
ter in 1999; holds post until July 11 when Egyp-
tian President Hosni Mubarak appoints him
prime minister
Religion — Islam
Family — Wife and two sons
— The Associated Press

AP

The golden shrine of the Dome of the Rock mosque in Jerusalem’s Old
city can be seen Friday behind a wall being built in the village of Abu Dis

in the outskirts of Jerusalem.

Palestinians seek
EU support against
West Bank barrier

BY SUSAN SEVAREID
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — As Israel en-
listed American support, the Pal-
estinians sought European back-
ing Saturday for UN. enforce-
ment of a nonbinding internation-
al court ruling that found Israel’s
massive West Bank barrier to be
illegal.

In the Gaza Strip, meanwhile,
residents said Israel tightened a
security crackdown now in its
12th day, leaving them short of
water, milk and other essentials.
The operation, aimed at stopping
rocket attacks, began after a June
28 strike in the Israeli town
Sderot killed two people, includ-
ing a 3-year-old.

Tsraeli Foreign Minister Silvan
Shalom, speaking to Israel radio,
said he has asked U.S. officials to
prevent the adoption of any U.N.
resolution aimed at enforcing the
court’s decision.

The ians have said they

41-year-old son, Gamal, who has drawn attention
since his father appointed him head of the ruling par-
ty’s policy-making committee in 2002.

The president named the 52-year-old Nazief, a
former information and communications minister,
to run Egypt’s day-to-day activities, replacing the
72-year-old Obeid, who was prime minister for four
years.

will seek the support of the world
body’s members in the General
Assembly, then go to the Security
Council.

“The issue will go to the Securi-
ty Council because the [Palestin-
jans] have an automatic majority
in the U.N. General Assembly,”
Shalom said.

Prime Minister

Balkans heat kills two

SKOPJE, Macedonia — A heat
wave that hit the Balkans this
week Killed two people in Roma-
nia and caused an increase in
emergency hospital calls, prompt-
ing doctors’ warnings Friday for
people to stay indoors.

Two people suffered fatal heart
attacks caused by the heat and

died in the Transylvanian city of
Deva on Thursday, the ambu-
lance service said.

Romania’s ’h"ansponauon Min-
istry on Friday banned heavy
trucks from traveling between
noon and 6 p.m. due to high tem-
peratures, which climbed to
about 100 degrees Fahrenheit on
Friday, the private Mediafx news
agency reported.

Doctors in Serbia-Montenegro
and Macedonia urged people to
drink a lot of liquid as tempera-
tures soared to over 100 degrees
Fahrenheit. In Podgorica, the cap-
ital of tiny Montenegro, emergen-
cy doctor Igor Jovanovic said his
service had received a number of
calls from people who have either
collapsed from heat or suffered
sunburns.

Ahmed Qureia told European
envoy Marc Otte that the Palestin-
jans want Europe’s support at the
United Nations.

Qureia told Otte he hoped the
Americans would not “sabotage
our efforts,” according to partici-
pants in the meeting. Washington
has veto power in the Security
Council and often has blocked pro-
ions it found to be

From The Associated Press

posed
not in Israel’s interests.

“Now, it is the responsibility of
the international community, it is
the responsibility of the UN., to
put (in place) a mechanism to
commit Israel to this decision,”
Qureia told reporters after the
meeting.

Otte, standing by his side, was
noncommittal, though he noted
past EU objections to the barrier.

“We have to look carefully at
what the court says and what the
consequences are,” Otte said. As
to the General Assembly, “we
have to see how things happen.”

Several European countries
had supported the Israeli and
U.S. position that the world court
should not interfere on the barri-
er because the issue was political,
not legal, and could disrupt Mid-
east peace efforts. The court, how-
ever, rejected that argument, say-
ing it had jurisdiction to give an
advisory opinion.

‘Washington said its position
hasn’t changed.

“It remains our view that this
referral to the court was inappro-
priate and that, in fact, it could im-
pede efforts to achieve progress
toward a negotiated settlement be-
tween Israelis and Palestinians,”
State Department spokesman Ri-
chard Boucher said.

Washington, he said, also re-
Jjects the idea there should be “fur-
ther action” by the United Na-
tions in light of the court ruling.

In its advisory ruling Friday,
the U.N.’s International Court of
Justice in The Hague, Nether-
lands, declared the barrier illegal
and said construction must stop.
It urged the General Assembly
and Security Council to consider
“what further action is required
tobring to an end the illegal situa-
tion.”
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EUROPEAN FORECAST

Benelux: Mostly cloudy with rainshowers
and isolated thunderstorms. Highs in the
upper 505 and lows in the lower 50s.

Britain, Ireland: Cloudy with rainshow-
ers. Highs in the lower to

Tows in the upper 40s to mid

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers and isolated thunderstorms
Highs in the upper 70s with lower 90s fur-
ther inland. Lows in the mid 50s to mid
60s.

France: Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower
to mid 60s inland and mid 70s along the
southeastern coast. Lows in the mid 50s
to mid

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers. Highs in the lower to mi
60s and lows in the lower 50s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers. Highs in the upper 505 to
lower 60s and lows in the upper 40 to
Tower 50

Hungary: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
Tower 705 and lows in the mid 50s.
Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy with iso-
lated thunderstorms. Highs in the mid 705
to mid 80 and lows in the upper 505 to
upper 60s

Southern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs in
the mid 80s to lower 90s and lows in the
Tower 70,

Kosovo: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
Tower 90s and lows in the upper 60s.
Norway: Cloudy with light rainshowers
Highs in the mid to upper 60s and lows in
the lower to mid 50s.

Portugal, Spain: Sunny. Highs in the
upper 705 to upper 805 and lows in the
upper 50s to upper 60s.

Turkey: Sunny. Highs in the upper 80s
to upper 90s and lows in the lower to mid
70s with upper 50s further inland.

For current weather watches, warn-
ings, and 5-day forecasts go to the
USAFE Operational Weather
Squadron home page at
https:llows.sembach.af.mil
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

World’s best team

m my opinion, I am a member of the
best team in the world.

In my team, no one is a superstar. We
are just a bunch of unknown players, but
we function great as a team.

We don’t have salary caps and we can’t
get traded to a different team, even if we
ask.

My team is unique and, as far as I know,
we are undefeated over three decades.
And with this kind of record, my team
mates never make it into the newspapers,
but if the Los Angeles Lakers win 10
games in four weeks they will be all over
the newspapers across America. I don’t
think members of my team have ever
signed an autograph, but I know they are
the most and in

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. We reserve the
right to edit letters for length, taste and clarity

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211
Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

64345 Griesheim

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

America.

My team spends more time together
than any other team. We may play on the
road for a ridiculous amount of time (14
months), but I have never heard my team
mates complaining or saying they wish
they could play for a team closer to home.

Members of my team have never slept
in luxurious hotels or driven expensive
cars and they don’t even know what New
York City, Las Vegas or California look
like. But they play the game with courage,
passion and heart.

1 can say that I am the team captain, but
it doesn’t really matter because I am just a
team player, and I like to work as hard as
they work.

Players in America will panic if a fan
throws a candy wrapper, popcorn or pea-
nuts at them. They would stop the game.

My players play constantly under pres-
sure, as grenades, rockets, improvised ex-
plosive devices, rocket-propelled gre-
nades, mortars and God knows what else
are thrown at them. But my players don’t
even flinch; they are focused to win the
game.

My players fight for freedom and liber-
ty, to make sure those whiners in America
enjoy the freedom, liberty and fortune that
we don’t even have. I love my team and I
will give my life in their defense.

What team in America works 365 days,
24 hours a day, seven days a week? No
team in the worl

DONESBURY

And my team mates will make any-
where home. They will sleep on the floor,
in mud or sand, and still never complain. I
am proud of my team, and even though I
know I will be totally unknown for the rest
of my career, I will never play for another
team.

team is 2nd Platoon Company C,
16th Engineer Battalion, First Armored Di-
vision.

Do you think my team deserves 30 days
of leave free of charge after spending
more than a year in Iraq? Hell yeah!

taff Sgt. Alberto Reyes

Camp Victory North, Iraq

Angry at military, media

The savage murder of American con-
tractor Paul Johnson Jr. came as a shock
to most civilized people.

Though according to the “Rush Lim-
baugh Show” on the EIB Radio Network, it
appears that people are almost getting
used to hearing such news. Society seems
to be desensitized by such news. The
shock of his savage murder isn't as strong
as the shock of the savage murder of Nicho-
las Berg.

The news has left me outraged. But my
rage is not as much toward al-Qaida,
which has made it a point to use its warped
interpretation of Islam to justify its savage
bloodlust and cruelty. My anger is, to a

lesser extent, generated toward those few
military personnel who not only resorted
to torturing and humiliating Iragi prison-
ers but, as if to exercise a total lack of com-
mon sense, decided to have pictures taken,
which could only further anger al-Qaida,
adding more fire to an already volatile situ-
ation.

My rage is generated toward the media,
which, in an effort to sensationalize the
news, painted a picture of alleged wide-
spread prison abuse, making our armed
forces in Iraq appear to be little more than
a force of barbarians, eager to stoop to the
level of the same savages who think noth-
ing of killing innocent people.

Perhaps those same reporters and jour-
nalists who are so eager to blow the pic-
ture way out of proportion, caring not one
iota what added dangers they have creat-
ed for our armed forces as long as their sto-
ries win them a few awards and commen-
dations, should be reminded that they can-
not take it with them when they die be-
cause it would burn!

Michael McKenna

Sigonella, Ttaly

Study all sides of issues

1 agree with one point (yep, only one)
the writer of “AP’s poll was hogwash”
(July 1) stated.

It is hard to imagine that the opinions of
about 1,200 people can be projected to a
population of about 275 million. It is even
hard to imagine that those opinions could
be projected to a much smaller voting pop-
ulation of about 105 million (year 2000
election results)

But the results of the poll is no less “du-
bious” than the polls taken in the year
2002 that declared 70 percent of the peo-
ple supposedly supported the president’s
decision to go to war.

However, informed citizens and voters
need to listen, read about and research all
sides of the issues so that we can decide
what is dubious and vote accordingly. I
find the writer’s own poll and conclusions
dubious.

1 appreciate the news organizations that
present all the information, even if I don’t
agree with some of it.

Gordon Uscier
Wilrzburg, Germany
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What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
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als are provided by The Press
and other stateside syndicates.

Ad stance a double standard
The Daytona Beach (Fla.)
lews-Journal

Citizens United dubs itself “America’s pre-
mier conservative research organization.”
Hard to say what “premier” stands for: It
blames President Clinton for leaving Ameri-
ca vulnerable to the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.
And it wants Sen. John Kerry to apologize to
the military for his outrage at the abuse of
Iraqi prisoners.

Also, Citizens United wants the Federal
Elections Commission to ban all advertising
for Michael Moore’s “Fahrenheit 9/11” after
July 31, if not the movie itself.

Citizens United argues that ads for the
‘movie amount to anti-Bush political commer-
cials. Therefore, they fit the definition of “in-

i that i
help one political candidate or another. The
McCain-Feingold campaign-finance law
bans those expenditures when they’re close
to an election or a political convention. The
Federal Elections Commission is actually
taking Citizens United’s demand seriously.

The White House, curiously, has decided
to be calculatedly speechless on “Fahrenheit
9/11,” hoping — in good Bush administra-
tion fashion — that ignoring Moore will
make him go away faster. ...

Sad to think that political discourse can be
so easily dumbed down to the terms of a sum-
mer movie. Sadder still to think that election
laws could be stupidly construed to target
one kind of political speech and not another.

helps with bhal
The (Baltimore) Sun

Flirtations with Republican John McCain
aside, the selection of North Carolina Sen.
John Edwards as John Kerry’s running
‘mate seems so natural that one can only won-
der why it took months to make the decision.
In the Democratic primaries, the
51-year-old Edwards proved a sizzling cam-
paigner. He wasn’t a Washington insider, or
amultistar general, or even a candidate who
necessarily would broaden the party’s base.
Yet his “two Americas” message excited
hard-core Democrats and working-class vot-
ers this spring in a way that Kerry hasn't al-
‘ways been able to match.

Energetic and charismatic, Edwards
brings a gift for public speaking and a con-
nection to average Americans that helps bal-
ance Kerry’s more patrician image.

Republicans will no doubt complain that
Edwards is just a one-term senator — and
has spent a lot of time away from that job
‘while running for president. They will mock
his ambition, his good looks, and the fact
that he’s an attorney. But these criticisms
seem minor. Edwards mounted a credible
campaign for president. As a candidate for
vice president, the fact that he’s a product of
the private sector can be seen as an asset —
another way to balance out the professional
politician running at the top of the ticket.

Report confirms Tenet’s faults
The Times Union, Albany, N.Y.

Just amonth ago, when George Tenet un-
expectedly resigned as director of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency, some pundits
said he was getting out because he had to
— that is, before the Senate Select Commit-
tee on Intelligence issued a scathing report
on the CIA’s failure to get it right about Sad-
dam Hussein’s alleged weapons of mass de-
struction. On Tuesday, those pundits were
proved right. It's difficult to see how Mr.
Tenet could have remained on the job in
the face of what amounts to an indictment
of his leadership.

‘The report is sure to heighten the debate

over President Bush’s decision to go to war
against Iraq, and might be used to provide
some cover forit. ...

It’s little wonder that Mr. Tenet refuses
to confirm whether he ever told Mr. Bush
that the case for Saddam’s weapons of
mass destruction was a “slam dunk” — a
quote attributed to him in a book by Bob
Woodward of The Washington Post. Re-
gardless, the committee has performed a
slam dunk of its own — on Mr. Tenet’s
failed leadership.

Examine student conduct
The Times-Picayune, New Orleans

A report tendered to Congress as part of
the No Child Left Behind Act ... demands a
serious response.

Charol Shakeshaft, a professor at Hofstra
University’s School of Education, analyzed
research on sexual misconduct in schools,
looking at nearly 900 documents. That is the
first such analysis.

Two large teacher organizations are find-
ing fault with the report, saying that it lumps
together harassment = with molestation,
which makes the problem seem worse than
itis. ...

But alarm over sexual harassment isn’t
misplaced, and criminal behavior isn’t the
only thing that’s unacceptable in schools.
The report’s author said she didn’t concen-
trate solely on abuse because sexual haras
‘ment can also be extremely damaging to c]
dren — and she’s right.

The fact that this report doesn’t make
those distinctions doesn’t mean it isn’t valid;
it does mean that more research is needed.
In fact, the report itself points out that there
has been no nationally financed effort to col-
lect data on sexual misconduct in schools.

Leaving nothing in Reserve?
The (Hilton Head, S.C.)
Island Packet

When Lindsey Graham speaks about the
problems facing members of the National
Guard and Reserve troops, the nation
should listen.
le South Carolina Republican is the
only active reservist in the U.S. Senate.
‘When he says that the nation is going to
wear out its Guard and Reserve people,
there needs to be a reaction. When he says,
“We need more people in the pipeline,” it
should not fall on deaf ears.
ica cannot police the Earth on the
backs of reservists, and it should not do it
with mercenaries or corporate hires. ...

About 40 percent of the troops in Iraq
are Guard and Reserve members. In June,
reserve troops accounted for nearly half of
all troops killed in combat.

They frequently face repeated call-ups.
They are ordered to extend their stays in
harm’s way. They face orders that stop
them from leaving the service. It’s no won-
der that the percentage of reservists serv-
ing long tours overseas who say they will
likely quit when their tour ends has recent-
ly doubled.

The question the nation must answer is
whether it is asking too much of too few.

Time to raise minimum wage
Minneapolis Star Tribune

Every six or seven years, Congress takes
stock of the American job market and de-
cides that the economy is not performing
well for the working poor. The nation has
arrived at one of those moments.

Since the current recovery started in
2001, corporate profits have grown by 58
percent, while private-sector earnings
have actually fallen by 2 percent. By some
measures, income inequality has reached
its highest level since World War II. Rough-
ly 17 million American children are grow-
ing up at or near the poverty line — even
though they live in households with a
full-time working parent. This is not a
healthy condition for capitalism or a good
way to raise the nation’s next generation.

fast, powerful way to improve those
statistics would be for Congress to raise
the federal minimum wage, which has not
budged since 1997. Sen. Ted Kennedy,
D-Mass, has proposed to raise it from $5.15
to $7 per hour over the next two years. A
vote could come soon, and the Senate
should give American workers what
Kennedy proposes.

China refuses friendly advice
The Washington Post

In the minds of China’s leaders, Jiang
Yanyong, the 72-year-old army surgeon who
became a national hero for exposing the Chi-
nese government’s cover-up of the SARS epi-
demic, could now be the single most danger-
ous individual to the country. Authorities
have detained Jiang for more than a month
since he wrote a letter to the government de-
nouncing the 1989 Tiananmen Square mas-
sacre. Chinese authorities have subjected
Jiang to “brainwashing sessions,” forcing
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him to sit through intensive indoctrination
until he “changes his thinking” and “raises
his level of understanding.” Jiang has re-
fused to capitulate.

‘Why do Chinese leaders consider Jiang so
threatening? His exposure of the govern-
ment’s SARS cover-up instantly gave him an
immense national respect that the Chinese
government cannot control or take away. ...

China has had some success at discredit-
ing pro-democracy and religious dissidents
as counterrevolutionary rebels and zealots,
but they will have a hard time damaging
Jiang’s reputation. For one, Jiang isn’t call-
ing for an end to the one-party system or for
democratization but rather is arguing that
the Communist Party stands to gain more
support and legitimacy by disavowing the
state-ordered massacre at Tiananmen
Square. Second, and especially unfortunate
for Beijing, is that Jiang fits the profile of an
archetypal Chinese hero — that of a consci-
entious scholarly official who puts himself
on the line to tell the corrupt emperor the
truth for the sake of the people and is or-
dered punished. ...

Jiang’s detention ... demonstrates that Chi-
na’s leaders are in no mood to progress to-
ward political liberalization. ... As Jiang
wrote to the Chinese leadership, “The claim
that stability is of overriding importance can
in fact cause even greater instability.” China
— e world — should listen.

Making room to see space
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Don’t look now, but 2004 is shaping up as
one of the most memorable years ever for
space exploration.

In February, we had a veritable conven-
tion of probes from the United States, Brit-
ain and Europe gathering around Mars.
The U.S. rovers Spirit and Opportunity,
which have been rumbling around Mars
since January, are still sending back info,
beyond the predicted length of their mis-
sions.

Two weeks ago, we saw those private-en-
terprise cowboys, Scaled Composites of
Mojave, Calif., shoot a dude into the exo-
sphere, a true first in space annals. There’s
a lot more where that came from.

And [this month], the massive Cassi-
ni-Huygens space probe eased into an
orbit around Saturn. ...

If nothing else, this massive project
shows us how sheer vision and brainpower
can bring us closer to undreamed-of beau-
ty, especially when we sidle up to Saturn,
loveliest object in a lovely solar system.
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Sunday Horoscope

Mercury and Venus are in a
friendly aspect, giving new meaning
to common exchanges. We're
playing at many levels, like sea-
soned actors who know how to use
words to portray subtle emotions or
persuade others to do our bidding.
However, expressing love fluidly and
fully will be the best applica-
tion of this astrological vibe.
TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(July 11). Your creative
talents will stop costing you
50 much to develop and
start paying you back! Love
and money sectors heat up
when you cross the borders
of countries. Friends intro-
duce singles to new love in
September, a passion-filed
month. A windfall is avail-
able if you set out on an
entrepreneurial path in October.
Love signs are Virgo and Gemini.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You're attracted to risk — without it,
the rewards cannot be achieved. But
how much is too much? You can
count on Leo and Scorpio to let you
know. You're the one in the middle
again tonight. Make it clear this
triangle can't go on!

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Sunny thoughts rule the day, and
you charm all you contact. Though
you're encouraged to take the whole
day off, you'll feel better if you log in
a couple of hours of work. After all,
you're driven to dominate your field.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Competitive instincts are full blast,
S0 compete in a game or sport. You
have abundant energy for concen-
trated, step-by-step efforts. Tonight,
you're feeling uncharacteristically
shy in the presence of someone
interesting.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You're a talented student of human
nature, and this gives you an edge
in anything you choose to do. Your
phone rings off the hook. A sweet
friend will be your saving grace if
you require referral, a pinch hitter or
a baby sitter.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Words,
letters and communications of all
kinds could turn a humdrum day into
something quite memorable. New
approaches win the prize in every
category.

Joyce Jillson

Living for the moment is the way
to make the most of non-committal
vibes.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Strut your stuff;, you've got the right
atitude, and people are listening.
Your rational mind dismisses the
idea of luck — a mistake!

Put some magic into
your love life, if not for your
partner's sake, for your
own.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). Invite friends to dis-
cuss crazy ideas and
far-out plans. This evening
promises interesting events
to unfold on the romantic
scene.

Action that is slightly
unreasonable is tolerated
and could even be attractive.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You're such good company that
people are overly generous just to
keep you around! Watch out that the
fool and his money soon separated
aren't you this evening, when you'll
be gullible and prone to deception.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Dated traditions practically beg
you to rework them. Remember that
moving forward comes with a price.
‘You must lose the familiarity and
comforts of the past.

Tonight, use common sense —
only fixing the truly broken.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). A natural provider, you are
ultimately the one who gets nurtured
by your nurturing efforts. Children,
close friends and relatives rely on
you for everything imaginable, but
you have the resources. Your
warmth is reciprocated.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Make your motto “Join up.” Involve
yourself where you'll be useful.
Financial wins often take careful
planning and a judicious allocation
of funds. But you can chalk today's
coup up to plain old luck.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Rearrange your priorities — some-
thing is slightly askew. Friends who
are too critical aren't helping mat-
ters, either.

Right now, you need pampering.
A home project advances to the
next phase with outside help.

Creators Syndicate

Why ‘headshrinker’ grows

Q. Why are psychiatrists called
“Headshrinkers”?

the originator was thinking of the
way peychiatist fguratively,lke

as a slang
lerm for “psychiatrist” appears to
have originated as Hollywood jar-
gon in the 1940s.

Various theories have arisen as
to what the original, unknown user
had in mind. Here are a few: The
word is meant to suggest “shrink-
ing or deflating delusions of gran-
deur” or shrinking or lessening
problems in patient’s
“worry-bloated” head; the word is
areflection of “considerable uncon-
scious hostility” toward mental
health professionals; the word im-
plies that a psychiatrist has powers
beyond our understanding.

A more gruesome theory is that

rally, get “in-
side” one’s head. That “headshrink-
er” acquired this sense in the
mid-1940s isn’t surprising when
you know that headshrinking, as
practiced by the Jivaro people of
the Amazon, then was in the news.
It was dunng the mid-1950s that
the term gained prominence. The
Jivaro gave up headshrinking
some decades ago; that may be
part of the reason why “head-
shrinker” was being casually short-
ened to “shrink” by the 1960s.
This column was prepared by the
editors of Merriam-Webster's Collegiate
Dictionary, Tenth
send quesfions to Mertiam-Webster's
Wordwatch, P.0. Box 281, 47 Federal st.,
Soringfield, Mass. 01105.
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Teen feels depression set in
at the same time every year

Dear Abby: 1am an
11th-grade girl who should be an
all-around happy teenager, but
lately I've been depressed.

Ever since seventh grade, I've
gotten depressed at the same
time every year.

The first time it hap-
pened there were many
reasons for it. Around
that time, you published
alist of signs that point
to depression. I fit all of
them except one —
thoughts of suicide.
Your list made me real-
ize I needed help, and I
gotit.

For a while I was
doing great. But now,
every year I get this
recurrence. My mood
gets low and I have no energy.

My grades drop. I feel worth-
less and cry easily.

1s there a reason why this
happens, and is there anything I
can do about it? (I live in an area
where there is little climate
change year-round.) Also, could
you please publish the signs of
depression again? It helped me
immensely, and may help others,
too.

— Anonymous Teen
Dear Anonymous Teen: I'm
certainly willing to publish them
again, but before I do, allow me.
to direct some remarks to you.
The fact that your depression

Dear Ahby

recurs each year is not unusual, I
am told. However, it is important
that you tell your doctor about it.
You should also discuss it with
your family. Because depression
often runs in families, you may
be surprised to discover you are
not alone.

My experts tell me
that regardless of age,
anyone who experienc-
es any five of the follow-
ing symptoms for two
weeks or more should
consult a mental health
professional:

(1) Fatigue or loss of
ener;

2) Loss of interest or
pleasure in activities
once enjoyed.

(3) Feelings of sad-
ness and|or irritability.

(4) Inability to concentrate,
remember things or make deci-
sions.

(5) Changes in sleep patterns.

(6) Changes in weight and
appetite.

(7) Restlessness or decreased
activity noticed by others.

(8) Feeling guilty, hopeless or

worthless.
(9) Thoughts of death or sui-
cide.

Dear Abby: 1 received a card
from my husband’s aunt, “Mil-
lie.” With it, she enclosed a
check. Millie and I have never
met, but her note was warm and

friendly. T wrote back and
thanked her.

A few months later, we re-
ceived another lovely card from
Millie with another check en-
closed. 'm sending her a
thank-you note today, but I'm not
sure how to decline future
checks. As T understand it, Millie
and her husband are elderly and
not well-to-do. Although I appre-
ciate their love and concern for
our growing family, I feel uncom-
fortable accepting monetary gifts
from them.

1 don’t want to appear rude or
ungrateful. I would love to contin-
ue corresponding with Millie, but
T don't want her to feel she has to
pay for it. What should I say?

— Checks Always in the Mail

Dear Checks: Thank generous
Aunt Millie for her thoughtful-
ness. Tell her that you are enjoy-
ing the opportunity of getting to
know her, then deposit the
money in the bank. Use it to buy
her something lovely at Christ-
mas or something for the chil-
dren. If you decide to spend it on
the children, let her know what
you bought for them from their
“great” Aunt Millie. It will help
them to feel closer to her.

Letters for this column — with yc

hame and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
fo Abby on the Internet at

ttp: iexpress.com/dearabby
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Boyfriend’s sex drive too much
for long-distance relationship

Dear Annie: 1am ayoung
female college student who has
been seeing “Pete” exclusively for
two years. We have a wonderful
relationship.

Here’s the problem: We have
been sexually active for six
months. The decision for us to
consummate our relation-
ship was one of mutual
love and respect. Howev-
er, we are currently
attending schools about
three hours apart, and
we are unable to be
together in order to make
love more than once or
twice a month.

1 guess I don’t have
much of a sex drive,
because this is fine for
me. Pete is the exact
opposite. He has asked
that we engage in phone
sex to help relieve the pressure of
having to wait. I don’t mind doing
this once in a while, but he wants
it more often, and this makes me
uncomfortable.

Pete has never directly pres-
sured me, but he claims that after
several days of having to contain
his desires, it becomes physically
painful. I certainly don’t want him
to suffer, but T don’t know how to
solve this problem in a mutually
respectful way.

We have tried several times to
come up with a compromise but
haven’t found one we both like. Do
you have any suggestions?

Anni

s Mailbox

— Wisconsin Coed
Dear Wisconsin: If phone sex
makes you uncomfortable, you
shouldn’t feel obligated to do it.
It’s up to Pete to find an accept-
able alternative outlet for those
times when you aren't in the

0
“Acceptable” means it does not
involve other women.
(What on earth does he
think men did before
phone sex, for heaven’s
sake?) Keep in mind
that incompatible sex
drives can be a serious
problem in a relation-
ship. If you and Pete
should decide to marry,
you will need to resolve
this.

Dear Annie: ny
boyfriend of five years
(1l call him “Sam”) has a son
who is getting married in a cou-
ple of weeks. The invitation
reads, “Sam Smith and Guest.”
His children know we’re living
together. Why isn’t my name on
the invitation, too? Worse, I am
apparently going to be seated as
any other guest. My boyfriend
will be escorting his mother.

Shouldn’t we have been al-
lowed to walk down together?
This whole thing is like a big slap
in the face.

— And Guest

Dear Guest: Please don’t make

an issue of this. We agree they

should have included your name
on the invitation, but it's possible
they are unfamiliar with the
rules of etiquette. You are wrong,
however, about being escorted
down the aisle by your boyfriend.
You are not the groom’s mother,
and you have no official position
at this wedding. You are a guest
— nothing more.

Instead of looking for reasons
to be hurt and offended, use this
as an opportunity to show Sam’s
family how gracious you can be.

Dear Annie: 1am a city
letter carrier and often have to
help out on unfamiliar mail
routes. Trying to find house
numbers can be very difficult.
Some houses have no numbers,
other numbers are in strange
places, painted over or hidden.
'his is inconvenient for me,

but it can be disastrous if a
firetruck or ambulance is trying
to find your house in a hurry.

Please tell your readers to
have their house numbers visible
from the street.

— Concerned Letter Carrier

Dear Concerned: Thanks for
the warning. If you call 911 in
the middle of the night, you'd
better hope your house numbers
are visible.

Mailbox is written by Kathy

Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Synmcale‘
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate
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Coughlin earns spot on U.S. team

BY BETH HARRIS
The Associated Press

LONG BEACH, Calif. — Na-
talie Coughlin finally made her
first Olympic swimming team.

Derailed four years ago, she
easily won the 100-meter back-
stroke Friday night in the U.S. tri-
als, finishing 1.39 seconds ahead
of former California teammate
Haley Cope.

“We’ve been hatching this plot
for a while and it’s fun to see it
come to fruition,” Cope said.

Coughlin’s time of 59.85 sec-
onds was off her 2-year-old world
record of 59.58, but the only
woman to go under a minute in
the event did so again. Cope fin-
ished in 1:01.24.

“It was perfect,” said
Coughlin’s coach, Teri McKeev-
er. “The goal this week was to
make the Olympic team. Now she
can go out there and be relaxed.
I'm sure after 2000 there’s a
sense of relief and pride.”

Coughlin failed to make the
team four years ago, finishing
fourth in the 200 individual med-
ley in the trials in Indianapolis.

‘She was coming off a back inju-
ry and didn't have time to pre-

pare.

“I'm a lot more ready this
time,” she said.

She also is entered in another
of her best events, the 100 free on
Sunday. Just for fun, she plans to
swim the 50 free Wednesday, the
eight-day meet’s final day.

Making the team is “very much
arelief,” she said. “I knew it was
in me and it just was about get-
ting it done.”

Coughlin could have attempted
more events at the trials, but the
tight schedule would have forced
her to swim semifinals and finals
too close together. She gave up
both the 200 backstroke (she’s the
American record holder) and 200
free, and the 100 butterfly.

Natalie Coughlin competes in the
100-meter backstroke final
U.S. Olympic swim trials in Long
Beach, Calif., on Friday.

Michael Phelps handled a busy
night in the pool by winning the
200 freestyle in 1 minute, 46.27
seconds. Just 42 minutes later, he
advanced to the 200 fly final with
the best semifinal time of 1:56.66.

Phelps will take on defending
Olympic champion Tom Mal-
chow in the fly — his only race
Saturday.

Phelps overcame a poor start
— he was last off the starting
block — and caught early leader
Nate Dusing midway through the
third leg of the 200 free before
holding off Klete Keller at the fin-
ish.

“He just never gets rattled,”
Phelps’ coach Bob Bowman said.
Keller, who already had made
the team by winning the 400 free,

claimed another spot by taking
second at 1:46.87.

Friendly rivals Aaron Peirsol
and Lenny Krayzelburg finished
1-2 in the 100 back.

Peirsol just missed Krayzel-
burg’s world record, coming up
four-hundredths short in 53.64.
Despite an aching shoulder,
Krayzelburg finished in 54.06 —
just a 10th of a second ahead of
Peter Mars]

“This is such a sweet feeling,”
said Krayzelburg, who had two
shoulder surgeries since sweep-
ing the backstroke events four
years ago in Sydney. “Six months
ago, I still believed in myself. T
just stuck with it, believed and it
‘happened.”

Jeff Rouse, the 1992 gold medal-
ist who returned from a six-year
retirement, missed out by finish-
ing sixth.

“This heat was absolutely spec-
tacular,” said Peirsol, who fin-
ished second to Krayzelburg in
the 200 back in Sydney. “I tried to
remember I've been working for
this moment the last four years.”

Amanda Beard made her third
straight Olympic team over a for-
midable field in the 100 breast-
stroke. She held off four-time

champion Tara Kirk and
three other former Olympians.

Beard won in 1:07.64. Kirk was
second in 1:07.69, while former
Olympian Megan Quann came up
just short of an Athens berth at
1:07.90. Former Olymplans Staci-
ana Stitts was fouw 8.00)
and  Kristy Kowal
(1:08.90).

“It's definitely as exciting as
the first two,” said Beard, a teen-
age sensation in the 1996 Atlanta
Games. “You never get used to
this feeling.”

Beard advanced to Saturday’s
final in the 200 IM with the top
time. American record holder
Lindsay Benko was the fastest
qualifier for the 200 free final.

seventh

B. Barry agrees to deal

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — Free agent guard
Brent Barry has reached agree-
ment to join the San Antonio
Spurs, leaving the Seattle Super-
Sonics to play alongside Tim Dun-
can and improve his shot at an
NBA title.

“Brent
called and in-

Sports f?rmed r\;:l:hat
. if everything
briefs [F¥iaiusdsey
ing to plan, he

expects to sign

with San Antonio,” Sonics Gener-
al Manager Rick Sund said Satur-
day. “If that’s the case, we certain-
ly wish him well.”

The four-year deal is believed
to be worth between $22 and $24
‘million.

Seattle initially offered the
32-year-old Barry three years at
$17.75 million, with a counterof-
fer near San Antonio’s proposal
but worth more in the first three
years and with a partially guaran-
teed fourth year.

Instead, Barry chose to join one
of the NBA’s elite teams. He’s
also likely to extend his career as
a spnl shooter coming off the

ben
Sund refused to confirm details

of either team’s proposal. Teams
cannot discuss agreements until
Wednesday, when free agents
can begin signing with teams and
the salary cap is set for next sea-
son.

Other teams believed to be pur-
suing Barry included the Port-
land Trail Blazers and Golden
State Warriors.

ranked second in the
NBA last season in three-point
shooting, making 45.2 percent of
his shots. He averaged 10.8 points
and 5.8 assists, but the best mea-
sure of his value was Seattle’s
7-16 record when Barry missed
23 games with a broken right
hand.

Arrington going to arbitration
ASHBURN, Va. — As expect-
ed, the rift between linebacker
LaVar Arrington and the Wash-
ington Redskins will have to be
senled by an arbitrator.
on, who signed a
nine-year, $68 million contract in
December, contends the deal
with the Redskins, which was put
together quickly because of a sala-
ry cap related deadline is missing
a $6.5 million signing bonus for
the year 2006.
The Washington Post, which re-
ported the two sides were headed

with Spurs

to arbitration in Friday’s editions,
said the original hearing was set
for Sept. 21 — nine days after
Washington’s  regular-season
opener against Tampa Bay. How-
ever, it will now be moved up to
early next month.

Federer makes Swiss final

GSTAAD, Switzerland — Wim-
bledon champion Roger Federer
overcame fatigue and rain delays
to beat qualifier Potito Starace
6-3, 3-6, 6-3 Saturday, advancing
to the Swiss Open final.

Federer, who played two match-
es Friday because of rain delays
throughout the week, beat Sta-
race in 1 hour, 30 minutes in a
match that was interrupted for 30
‘minutes overall by rain.

Federer will face Igor Andreev
in the fin: Andreev  beat
third-seeded Rainer
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Marion Jones and Angela
heats during the U.S. track and field trials in Sacramento, Calif., Friday.

iams, left, compete in the 100-meter

Jones struggles on
first day of trials

BY BOB BAUM
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Mari-
on Jones wasn't talking during
the first day of the U.S. track and
field trials. She wasn’t running all
that fast, either.

Jones was the seventh-fastest
of the 16 qualifiers in the
100-meter quarterfinals Friday at
11.38 seconds, then slipped off
the track the back way, sending
notice she would not talk to report-
ers until after the final.

Lauryn Williams,
20-year-old NCAA
from Miami who has the sec-
ond-best time in the world this
year (10.97), was the fastest quali-
fier at 11.13 seconds. All of the
runners raced into a head wind at
the Cal State-Sacramento track.

“Really great, super great,” she
said. “Things weren’t coming to-
gether out on the practice track
and I was pretty nervous. But it
turned out to be a good nervous.”

Four years ago, Jones blew
away the competition in the trials
in the 100, including a 10.92 in the
quarterfinals. She went on to win
an unprecedented five track med-
als in the Sydney Games, three of

lem gold.

But she took last year off to have
ababy, and this year has been pre-
paring for her Olympic bid under
the cloud of an investigation by
the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency.

6-2, 3-6,7-6 (6).
Swedish Open semis rained out

BASTAD, Sweden — The semi-
finals in singles and doubles were
rained out Saturday in the Swed-
ish Open.

‘Weather permitting, the match-
es will be played Sunday morning
followed by the finals early after-
noon.

She has
ly denied ever takmg perfor-
mance-enhancing substances.

Jones has not been accused of
doping offenses, but her boy-
friend Tim Montgomery has been
charged with taking banned per-
formance enhancers and could
face a lifetime ban, even though
he did not test positive.

The charges against Montgom-
ery and three others competing in
the trials stem from the criminal

investigation into the Bay Area
Laboratory Cooperative.

Chryste Gaines, one of the four
accused, was eighth-fastest in the
100 qualifying in 11.39.

That could explain why the nor-
mally outgoing, smiling Jones,
who usually has no problem stop-
ping to chat briefly with reporters
after qualifying rounds, was grim
through her brief time on the
track 3
“She lsnt at the point where
she was in previous years,” said
Inger Miller, the 1999 world
champion and second-fastest in
the quarterfinals Friday with a
time of 11. 28 “Il 's yet to be seen
where she is.”

The 100 is the first of Jones
three events at the trials. She also
plans to compete in the long jump
and

Meb Keflezighi was the meet’s
first winner, running away with
the men’s 10,000 in 27 minutes,
36.49 seconds. He broke the trials
record set 24 years ago by Craig
Virgin, but the time was only the
15th-fastest in the world this year.

The top three in each event in
the nine-day trials will make the
US. team in Athens, providing
they've met the Olympic qualify
standard. The top three in the
10,000 — Keflezighi, Abdi Ab-
dirahman and Dan Browne —
have met the standard.

Keflezighi and Browne also
have qualified for the marathon,
and both have indicated they
could run in that race only.

Bob Kennedy, three-time U.S.
champion in the 5,000, dropped
out of the 10,000 with a strained
left Achilles’ tendon.

“The old body just isn’t as
young as it used to be,” he said.

American_record holder and
three-time U.S. champion Jeff
Hartwig failed to clear a qualify-
ing height in the pole vault, just as
he did four years ago.
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Coceres holds one-stroke lead
in rain-delayed Deere Classic

The Associated Press

SILVIS, IIl. — Jose Coceres
birdied the 17th hole for a
3-under 68 Saturday and

one-stroke lead after two rounds
of the rain-delayed John Deere
Classic.

Coceres moved to 12-under
130, one shot ahead of Greg
Chalmers (67), heading into the
third round later Saturday.

About half the field was forced
to complete the second round Sat-
urday, one day after play was de-
layed for three hours because of
rain and later suspended because
of lightning.

Vaughn Taylor (69) was two
shots back at 10-under 132, and
Mark Hensby shot a  sec-
ond-round 65 to move into fourth
at 9 under.

Ten players were tied for fifth
at 7 under.

Derailed by a broken arm and
bad play since winning twice in
2001, Coceres has held the lead
after both rounds at the TPC at
Deere Run. It’s the first time he
has had the lead this late in a tour-
nament since winning the Nation-
al Car Rental Classic in 2001.

He also won the Worldcom
Classic that year.

“The most imponant thing
right now is that in my mind, 'm
doing very well,” the 40-year-old
Argentine player said through a
translator. “I really want to have
a good tournament. I'm ready to
have a good tournament.”

Coceres was 2 under through
11 holes in the second round and
11 under overall when play was
suspended.

Coceres said the extra holes
shouldn’t be a problem.

“I'm in good shape,” he said.
“I'm 40, but 'm a good 40.”

Coceres, a former caddie who

taught himself to play with clubs
fashioned from branches, was the
first-round leader after a ca-
reer-best 62.

Vijay Singh, last year’s champi-
on, shot a 67 to reach 6 under.

Singh leads the tour with three
victories this year and surprised
some by returning to the Deere
Classic a week before the British
Open.

Fraser hoping to qualify
for British Open

LUSS, Scotland — An injury
kept Marcus Fraser of Australia
from even getting a chance to
qualify for his first British Open.
A brilliant round of 7-under 64 in
the Scottish Open on Saturday
gave him one last hope.

Fraser shot into contention
with a 30 on the front nine and
wound up in a share of the lead
with Gregory Havret of France,
two guys who will be playing for
more than just first-place prize
money and another European
tour victory.

The top finisher at Loch
Lomond not already eligible
earns a place in the field at next
week’s British Open.

“Everyone knows there’s one
spot up for grabs, and everyone is
trying to grab it,” Fraser said,
who had to withdraw from a Brit-
ish Open qualifier earlier this
year with a shoulder injury.

Havret, who failed to earn a
spot at a European qualifier two
weeks ago, birdied five of the first
eight holes and looked as if he
might run away from the field,
but had only one birdie and a
bogey the rest of the way for a
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S-under 66 to join Fraser at
14-under 199.

Michael Campbell matched the
best round of the week with a 63,
including one of only a dozen bird-
ies on the 18th that left him one
shot out of the lead. David Howell
of England (67) was at 201, while
Peter Lonard got into the mix
with a 66 that put him at 11-under

2.

Ernie Els also gave himself a
chance to defend his title in the
Barclays Scottish Open. Despite a
brief confrontation with a photog-
rapher, the Big Easy kept his cool
long enough to shoot 65 and was
among those four shots behind.

“It’s a little bit difficult to get
into the week,” said Els, playing
for the first time since an 80 in
the final round of the U.S. Open.
“Now that I'm in, 'm going to try
to win the tournament.”

Also at 10-under 203 was Roger
‘Chapman, the next highest player
on the leader board not yet in the
British Open.

Mallon still ahead despite

shaky second round

NIAGARA FALLS, Ontario —
Even when Meg Mallon missed,
things went her way.

On the 13th hole Friday in the
second round of the Canadian
Women’s Open, Mallon’s banged
her approach shot off a dead tree.
It eventually cost her a stroke, but
at least the ball landed in the mid-
dle of the 13th fairway — and not
4 yards farther into a creek.

“Thank god it went where it
went,” Mallon said. “I'll take a
bogey there.”

Mallon can smile because her
worst outing in her last four
rounds — going back to her U.S.
Women’s Open victory last week-
end — was still good enough to
keep her atop the leader board.

Mallon overcame two bogeys
for a 2-under 70 and a 9-under
135 total. That have her a
one-stroke lead over Lorena
Ochoa, the young Mexican star
who shot a 67 on the Legends on
the Niagara’s Battlefield Course.
And that’s good enough for Mal-
lon to believe that maybe the
worst is behind her.

Defending champion Beth
Daniel (68), Gloria Park (70), Ca-
nadian Dawn Coe-Jones (69) and
rookie Aree Song (66) were two
strokes back at 7 under. Nancy
Scranton (69) was 6 under, and
Mi Hyun Kim, fifth on the LPGA
Tour money list, shot a 70 to top a
group at 5 under.

Three tied atop Senior field

DEARBORN, Mich. — Gary
McCord had an 8-under 64 at the
Senior Players Championship
and was tied for the lead at 10
under with Jose Maria Canizares,
who had a 66.

First-round leader Gil Morgan
followed up his 65 with a 2-under
70 and was at 9 under, tied for sec-
ond place with Dana Quigley and
Mark James. Ed Fiori and Doug
Tewell will start the third round
of the Champion Tour’s second of
five majors another stroke back.

Defending ion Craig Sta-

Overall leader Thomas Voeckler, of France, rides with the pack during
the sixth stage of the Tour de France on Saturday.

Armstrong finishes
with pack, still 6th

BY JAMEY KEATEN
The Associated Press

SAINT-BRIEUC, France —
Lance Armstrong finished in a
pack of riders behind Italy’s Filip-
po Pozzato in the seventh stage of
the Tour de France on Saturday,
and remained in sixth place over-
all after the first week of cycling’s
premier race.

Armstrong, trying for a record
sixth straight Tour victory, fin-
ished the stage S5th, 10 seconds
behind the winner. He has been
ceding stage wins to less-
er-known rivals and sprinters
early in the three-week race, wait-
ing for harder stages to make his
push to the front.

Pozzato, of the Fasso Bartolo
team, led a three-man breakaway
and finished the 127.08-mile leg
from Chateaubriant to
Saint-Brieuc in 4 hours, 31 min-
utes and 34 seconds — just ahead
of Spanish riders Iker Flores of
Euskaltel-Euskadi and Francisco
Mancebo of Illes Balears-B.
Santander.

“It’s the most beautiful win of
my career,” said Pozzato, a
2)-year-old riding in his_first
Tour. “It’s a  very nice win after a
hard finish.”

ng is 9 minutes, 35 sec-
onds behind overall leader Thomas
Voeckler of France, who crossed
the line in the peloton with the
32-year-old Texan and retained the
overall leader’s yellow jersey.

Jan Ullrich, the 1997 Tour
’s chief

dler and Bruce Fleisher were
among a group of four at 7 under
at the TPC of Michigan.

rival, placed 30th in the stage, 10
seconds behind. He is in 22nd
place overall, 10:30 back.

Cyclists faced brief showers
and windy conditions in the stage,
adding to nervous riding.

“We all anticipated that the
coast there would be windy and it
was for a little bit when it was
storming, but it lined up after we
got dry,” Armstrong said.

“It was a kind of scary for a
while. But what’s new?” he said,
referring to a first week filled
with crashes, including one that
briefly brought down the champi-
on on Friday.

The Danish CSC team took ad-
vantage of the rain and pounced
upon an unsuspecting pack as it
swung past the Brittany coast
near the 93-mile mark. The pack,
led partly by Armstrong’s U.S.
Postal Service team, gave chase
and reeled them in.

Armstrong said there was little
flair to Saturday’s stage, but that
was needed after a week of
rain-soaked roads and crashes.

“I thought you'd have more
spice in the race, but I think guys
are tired and stressed from all the
crashes,” he said.

Cyclists ran into all sorts of fan
hazards in the last 6.2 miles, in-
cluding smoky flares and crowds
spilling into the streets as the rid-
ers roared by.

For a second straight day, Arm-
strong had critical words for Tour
organizers, saying they should
have planned a time trial in
first week to ease the nervous-
ness in early, flat stages.

Earlier Saturday, the Tour an-
nounced that Belgian rider Chris-
tophe Brandt tested positive for
methadone and withdrew from
the race.
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Red-hot Gordon grabs fourth straight pole

BY NANCY ARMOUR
The Associated Press

JOLIET, Ill. — No matter what
Jeff Gordon and his crew did in
the morning practice session, he
kept winding up fourth or fifth.

He wasn't just getting edged
out, either. Other cars were easily
beating him, and Gordon didn’t
know where he would find the
extra speed to make another run
at the pole.

But as he has with stunning reg-
ularity recently, Gordon came
through when it counted. He won
his fourth straight pole on the
NASCAR Nextel Cup circuit Fri-
day, shattering the track record
in the Tropicana 400 with a lap of
186.942 mph.

That’s more than 2 mph better
than the previous mark of 184.786
mph set last year by Tony Stew-
art.

“I say this every weekend how
shocked I am to be here,” Gordon
said, “but T am.”

Qualifying was delayed two
hours because of thunderstorms,
and Gordon took advantage of the
cooler track. He ran one lap on
the 1'2-mile track, beating the
early standard of 186.871 mph set
by rookie Kasey Kahne, and de-
cided that was all he needed.

“You just hold on tight and
hope that it sticks,” he said. “I
knew it was a good lap, and I
hoped that it was because I
couldn’t make a second one.”

Gordon is the first driver to win

four straight poles since Bill El-
liott in 1985, and is one shy of the
NASCAR modern era record set
by Bobby Allison in 1972 and
matched by Cale Yarborough in
1980 and Elliott in 1985.

The pole was the S1st of Gor-
don’s career, tying Bobby Isaac
for seventh on the career list.

Jimmie Johnson, the series
points leader and Gordon’s team-
mate, took his turn about 30 min-
utes later after Gordon, but his
lap of 186.290 mph was only good
enough for third. Brian Vickers
was next at 185.750 mph, giving
Hendrick Motorsports three of
the top four teams.

“I knew it was going to be real
close to having Gordon beat it,”
Kahne said. “It felt good, better

than what we had in practice. It
was definitely close to getting the
pole, but Jeff just got us.”

That’s been happening a lot late-
ly. After bad runs at Charlotte
and Dover, Gordon began a run at
Michigan that has left even him
amazed. He won the pole at Michi-
gan and led 81 of 88 laps.

He won his next two races,
starting from the pole each time.

“I've been very fortunate to
have some good streaks along the
way, but this streak is pretty
amazing right now,” he said. “I
just want to maintain this one as
long as I can.”

Though Gordon is the only driv-
erto run every lap at Chicagoland
Speedway, he has never won
here, one of only four tracks on

the circuit where he doesn’t have
avictory. His best finish is second
in 2002.

But if he keeps doing what he’s
been doing, that could change
Sunday.

“With each week that we go,
that we sit on another pole, that
we win another race, the confi-
dence level just gets higher and
higher,” he said.

Gordon trails Johnson by 232
points, a whopping margin in

years past. But
NA@CAR will reset the ﬁeld wllh
10 races to go and all drivers in
the top 10 and any others within
400 points of the leader will run
for the championship.

“Whoever is peaking in those
final 10 will be the champion,”
Johnson said.

Celebrity: Escapmg father’s tall shadow wasn’t easy

CELEBRITY, FROM BACK PAGE

“One time in a crowd,” Gurss says, “I got
knocked down to the ground. I mean, flat
on my back in the middle of that crowd,
and for a few moments I couldn’t even get
up. He didn’t come back and try to help or
anything. He just looked at me and started
laughing.”

“‘Junior’ turns 30?

Shocking and dismal as the thought may
be to the NASCAR nation, Earnhardt is
closing fast on age 30. In most lives this is a
bleak countdown, the first sense of aging,
of youth lost. But Earnhardt senses he is
hurtling down the homestretch toward
some blessed relief.

“T look forward to it,” he says, as if the
next three months can’t pass fast enough.
“I don’t know why, but I feel like it'll take a
Iot of pressure off of me.”

Maybe the masses, the media and his
peers among NASCAR drivers will at last
turn their attentions from what he’s going
to be, could be, should be, to what he is.

“ 'think with the coming of maturity
comes respect,” he says. “I want all of that
Ican get. ... Is funny when people refer to
you as ‘this kid," or ‘the kid." You hear that
all these years, and you hear ‘Junior’ this
and ‘Junior’ that. 'm looking forward to
turning over that chapter in my life.”

And 30, which comes Oct. 10, may well
bring another milestone in November.
Near the halfway point of his fifth season
in the big time, he is a stronger contender
than ever to win his first Nextel Cup. Then
again, that means there’ll be the inevitable
extra baggage he already dreads. The com-
parisons, the questions, the references.

“If and when I win a championship, itll
be ... I don’t know. I should just not even
concern myself with it,” he says. “Because
I am his son, and I knew that coming in
here. With my father dead or alive, it
wouldn’t make any difference.”

He will be revisited by the enormity of
the burden that always begins with the
written or spoken words: “Son of
seven-time Winston Cup champion Dale
Earnhardt.” The driver with 76 career vic-
tories.

The Man in Black. The Intimidator.

The shadow was long enough to make es-
cape impossible, even before the elder
Earnhardt was killed in the 2001 Daytona
500, leading NASCAR czar Bill France Jr.
to say, “NASCAR has lost its greatest driv-
erever.”

After that, there was no one left to speak
for the lineage but the surviving star of the
family.

“I was always asked to talk about him,”

pRresy
T

Courtesy of NASCAR

Dale Earnhardt Jr. (8) races against Jimmie Johnson in the Coca-Cola 600 at Lowe’s Motor
Speedway in Concord, N.C. Johnson and Earnhardt are running 1-2 in the NASCAR Nextel

Cup points standings entering Sunday’s Tropicana 400 at

Earnhardt says. “We told the same damn
stories over and over and over. And it just
kind of got old, you know? We did it over
and over and over and over — how Dale Jr.
was doing ever since the day his dad was
killed. We ran it into the ground.”

Finally last offseason, he was feeling
some relief, feeling “like my own man.”
The nation’s grip on the “son of” aspect
was loosening at last. Then Dale Jr. won
the 2004 Daytona 500, and the avalanche of
comparison started anew.

“Everybody was like, ‘It’s been so many
days and years since his dad was killed, so
many days and years since his dad won
here last,’ ” he says. “And I'm like, ‘Damn,
‘man. Why the numbers? What's the point?
What difference does it make that [my]
dad won this race six years ago. Darrell
Waltrip won it 15 years ago, and all those
other people had their years.

“Iswear, when I won that race, the emo-
tion of winning that race, and that day, and
the people I was with, was mainly all I was
feeling. There weren’t any memories.
None of that stuff. I never thought about it
the whole day.”

But in the aftermath, “everybody want-
ed to talk about how it was connected to my
dad in one way or another. And it was like,
man, I don’t need those links and connec-
tions. It’s not necessary. We won the race.
‘Write the story about the racing.”

That takes none of the thrill out of his re-
turn to Daytona International Speedway,

From the crowd, a question: “What do
you think you would be doing if you
weren’t driving cars?”

The answer: “Probably working on them
at some dealership. After I got out of high
school, I worked at a dealership for three
and a half years.”

And there it is, his certification as Every-
man, one who has labored in obscurity like
them, is not above them, is from among
them.

Except for the name that has been both
his wings and his chains.

Even if he remained a dealership me-
chanic today, he would still be Dale Earn-
hardt Jr., answering the opposite kind of
questions: Why didn’t he race? Why isn’t
he at the pinnacle?

The appearance ends, and the knot of
white-shirted guards tightens around him
again for the 10-second sweep back into
the SUV, and the doors close to the refrains
of a woman’s voice: “Just one picture! Just
one picture!”

A comfort level

‘What troubled him most during his first
few seasons in Cup wasn't so much the

which he always has called his favorite
track, for Saturday night’s Pepsi 400.

The summer after his father was killed,
Earnhardt returned for the next Daytona
race, the 400 in July, and won it. That was
all the closure he needed with the place his
father died.

“It's Daytona, so of course it’s special to
‘me and my team to go back there,” he says.

A regular guy

The SUV stops suddenly where half a
dozen security guards wait at the gate to a
fenced compound with hundreds of fans in-
side, having paid for the privilege of seeing
Dale Earnhardt Jr. up close.

There'll be no autographs. There’s not
nearly enough time. Signing one would set
off the frenzy, and he’d have to sign a thou-
sand. So to please the fans, Earnhardt will
grab a microphone and engage in the new
staple of NASCAR personal appearances,
the Q&A session.

In a matter of seconds, in the swarm of
security, he is whisked the eight or 10 feet
from the SUV into the compound — and
still there are the toy cars, caps, T-shirts
and jackets fans hold out desperately,
pleading for a signature.

His emergence onto the stage evokes a
roar from within the compound, and from
without; now the milling legions know who
was in the vehicle with the sirens and flash-
ing lights.

gre: ions as that he didn't feel he
Vas. rulﬁumg them. He wasn’t winning
enough, wasn’t running up front consistent-
ly, wasn’t contending for the championship
his father had almost personally built into
the primary goal of any NASCAR driver.

He has three wins this season, tied with
Jimmie Johnson and Jeff Gordon for most
on the tour. He and Johnson are dueling
atop the point standings. He’s 27 behind
Johnson, and his Dale Earnhardt Inc. team
has found the key to championships: get-
ting the best finish possible out of a bad
day when the car isn’t capable of winning.

“I used to look at our team as incom-
plete, inconsistent, incapable,
hit-and-miss,” Earnhardt says. “Now I look
at our team as solid, a standard, a mainstay
up toward the front of the field, a good car
capable of going everywhere and running
good.”

He doesn’t worry about the standings be-
cause NASCAR’s new system this year
take the top 10 in points, bunch them up
with only a S0-point differential between
first place and 10th, and turn those drivers
loose in a “championship chase,” a sort of
playoff, for the final 10 races of the season.

“Being in the lead in points — all it is
right now is bragging rights,” he says.
“That’s it.”

At last, at least, he feels comfortable that
he Is llvmg up to blllmg

I feel cured in the sport,” he says, mean-
ing seasoned. “I feel like a mainstay now. I
feel long-term.”

And on his own, he is an icon.
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Tomjanovich agrees to coach Lakers

BY JOHN NADEL
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The Lakers
finally have a coach. The next
step in a summer of change is de-
termining their roster.

Rudy Tomjanovich agreed to
coach the Lakers — a longtime ad-
versary in more ways than one —
following a 34-year relationship
with the Rockets.

“We expect that he’ll sign a con-
tract and we'll hold a press confer-
ence tomorrow to announce it,”
Lakers spokesman John Black
said Friday.

Tomjanovich ~succeeds Phil
Jackson, who coached the Lakers
to three championships in five
years. The team announced June
18, three days after losing to the
Detroit Pistons in the NBA Finals,
that Jackson wouldn’t return next
season.

Tomjanovich survived one of
the scariest moments in NBA his-
tory on Dec. 9, 1977, at The
Forum in nearby Inglewood
when Lakers forward Kermit
Washington blindsided him with
a devastating punch that sent him
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for our country. Lisa,
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Dear Jim/Daddy, We want you to know that we love you and
‘miss very much and you are in our thoughts and prayers every:
day. We are very proud of you. Keep your faith and your spirits

high. Thank you for the sacrafices you make not only for our family but

Daniel, & Zachary

Please knaw that our thoughts and prayers are with you and
that we look forward to your safe return home.  Till then, take
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To American Military and our Allies: To say thank you seems

50 inadequate for what 1 and so many others feel toward you.
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would we live in if not for people like you? Please try to ignore those

crashing to
the floor
with several
shattered fa-
cial bones.

Doctors
said the inju-
ries  were
life-threaten-
ing, but Tom-
Jjanovich re-
turned  the
following sea-
son wearing a protective mask
and made one of his five appear-
ances in the NBA All-Star Game.

Tomjanovich later filed a civil
suit against the Lakers. He was
awarded $3.25 million by a jury,
but the $2 million settlement was
reached before an appeal was
heard.

The 55-year-old T

Tomjanovich

son— his 34th year with the orga-
nization he joined in 1970 in San
Diego as the second overall selec-
tion in the NBA Draft.
Tomjanovich guided the Rock-
ets to championships in 1994 and
1995 and was the winningest
coach in their history with a
503-397 record.
But they failed to make the play-
offs in his last four years there.
He joins an unsettled team —
Kobe Bryant is an unrestricted
free agent and Shaquille O'Neal
has demanded a trade. Derek
Fisher and Karl Malone also are
unrestricted free agents.
Tomjanovich, one of the first
candidates interviewed, had to
wait as the Lakers discussed the
job with Miami Heat President

Pat Riley, Duke coach Mike
Krzyzewski and North Carolina
coach Roy Williams.

Riley, a winner of 1,110 games
in 21 seasons — the first nine with
the Lakers — said he spoke with
Lakers officials but wasn't of-
fered the position.

An offer was made last week to
Krzyzewski, who announced Mon-
day he was staying at Duke. Will-
iams told the Lakers last month
he wasn't interested in the job.

Its believed Tomjanovich
agreed to terms of a five-year con-
tract worth about $30 million —a
deal similar to the one Jackson
signed in June 1999.

Black wouldn’t comment on
contract terms.

The Lakers have reportedly

stepped up efforts to trade
O'Neal, who has insisted he won’t
play for them again. A possible
destination could be Miami.

Quoting sources, the Riverside
Press-Enterprise reported Thurs-
day the Lakers were considering
a deal that would include Lamar
Odom, Brian Grant and a
first-round Miami  draft pick.
Caron Butler also has been men-
tioned. Black refused to com-
ment.

Bryant has met with represen-
tatives of the Lakers, Clippers,
Denver Nuggets and New York
Knicks this week and reportedly
could make a decision as soon as
this weekend. Free agents can
sign contracts beginning July 14.

Calls to the representatives for
Bryant and O'Neal weren't re-
turned.

coached the Rockets for 12 years
before stepping down in May
2003 — two months after being di-
agnosed with bladder cancer. He
negonated a settlement of the re-
maining two years and $12 mil-
lion left on his coaching contract.
In good health now, he worked
as a scout with Houston last sea-

Messages of Suppor
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prayers, Thank you again and God be with you. Debby from Dallas, Tx.
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of what she is doing over there. We can't wait for her 1o come home...

Magl'e say deal for Shaq
is impossible this season

BY TIM POVTAK
The Orlando Sentinel

ORLANDO, Fla. — Shaquille
0'Neal may be leaving the Los An-
geles Lakers, but he isn't coming
to Orlando — except on summer
vacation.

O'Neal listed five cities where
he would be happy to go, but at
least one — Orlando — is now out
of the question.

If he really wants to play again
with the Magic — where he start-
ed his career and often has said
he would like to finish it — it
won'’t be next season, according
to Magic General Manager John
Weisbrod.

“It's an impossibility,” Weis-
brod said Friday during Summer
League action at the RDV Sport-
plex. “The DeVos family (owner-
ship) still thinks fondly of Shag —
and he’d make an immediate im-
pact — but it’s ]us[ not going to
happen here. Not n

If O’Neal really wanls to return
to Florida, his only option will be
Miami, where the Heat remain in
contention for his services.

O'Neal, 32, originally listed the
Sacramento Kings, Dallas Maver-
icks, New Orleans Hornets,
Miami Heat and Orlando Magic
as teams he prefers, but a source
close to him believes the Lakers
now are seriously considering of-
fers from only Miami, Dallas and
Indiana.

The biggest stumbling block
that Orlando, or anyone else,
would face in obtaining him is his
contract. He is scheduled to make
$29.4 million next season and
$32.4 million in 2005-2006.

He has the option of becoming
a free agent after next season, al-
lowing him to go wherever his big
heart desires — as long as he is
wllhng to forego that $32.4 mil-

Unul then, though, anyone trad-
ing for him must trade back
enough players that make within
15 percent (plus $100,000) of his
salary.

Los Angeles Lakers center Shaquille O'Neal, right, chats with reporters
after leaving a real estate office in Orlando, Fla., on Saturday.

Most NBA teams would have to
gut their roster to make it hap-
pen, leaving them with O'Neal
and little else on the team.

Being the highest paid player
in the league carries prestige, but
it also limits the options.

Unless the Lakers would take
Grant Hill ($14.48 million) — and
why would they after he missed
the last four seasons with ankle
problems — the Magic would
have to send back Steve Francis
($11.32 million), Kelvin Cato
($7.9 million), Cuttino Mobley
($5.8 million) and either No. 1
pick Dwight Howard ($3.2 mil-
lion) or Drew Gooden ($3.2 mil-
lion) to make it work.

Weisbrod said he talked with
one of O'Neal’s representatives,
who called to say he would wel-
come a trade to Orlando, but he
never has talked to Lakers Gener-
al Manager Mitch Kupchak about
a trade for O'Neal.

“I've never spoken to Mitch on
it. It’s just not reality for us at this

stage of the game,” Weisbrod
said. “I’s certainly something we
would have interest in_thinking
about, but we've done the match
hypothetically and concluded it’s
an impossibility.”

According to a good friend and
another star in the NBA, O'Neal
has vowed not to return to the Lak-
ers, where he has played the last
eight seasons since leaving the
Magic, winning three NBA titles.

His biggest problem involves
playing again with co-star Kobe
Bryant, whom the Lakers are des-
perately trying to re-sign now as
a free agent. Only one of the two
is likely to be with the Lakers
next season.

Their often-strained relation-
ship reached an all-time low this
past season, leading to a defeat in
the NBA Finals.

Miami, Indiana and Dallas all
have put together attractive pack-
ages that would work financially,
but none that the Lakers have ac-
cepted yet. Trades can’t be made
officially until July 14, the first
day free agents can be signed.
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Pitching helps lift Cards to top of NL Gentral

BY R.B. FALLSTROM
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — The pitching staff
that was overlooked has helped
put the St. Louis Cardinals on top
in the National League.

The Cardinals are 21 games
above .500 and have a seven-game
lead in the Central Division after
the first game in a weekend series
with the Chicago Cubs, one of the
two revamped teams they were
supposed to be chasing in the NL
Central.

So far the Cardinals have made
the leap from a third-place finish
last year without any major
Look no further

“Our starting five didn’t get a
lot of recognition at the start of
the year,” center fielder Jim Ed-
monds said. “But they’re the rea-
son we’re here.”

The rotation of Matt Morris,
Woody Williams, Chris Carpen-
ter, Jason Marquis and Jeff Sup-
pan combined for only 42 victo-
ries last season.

This time, St. Louis leads the
majors with 54 quality starts, four
more than the Cubs, and has the
league’s best record (53-32).

Just past the halfway mark,
and with slow starts from Morris
and Williams, the starting five al-
ready has 40 victories.

The two biggest surprises have
been Carpenter, out 20 months fol-

St. Louis Cardinals starter Jason Marquis works in the third inning
against the Chicago Cubs in St. Louis on Friday.

lowing shoulder surgery, and Mar-
quls, who spent most of last year
in the Atlanta Braves’ system. Last
year, they combined for no wins;
this year, they already have 18.
Carpenter has become the de
facto ace, a power pitcher who
routinely gets deep into games.
Before he was injured in 2002,
Carpenter was a potential staff
leader with Toronto. Now he
could be having the breakout

year he expected to have three
seasons ago.

“In 2001, T was just learning to
pitch a little bit,” he said. “And be-
fore that I was just a heaver.”

Marquis, 9-4 with a 3.88 ERA,
also has resurrected his career
after falling out of favor with the
Braves. He had a 5.53 ERA with
Atlanta last year but the Cardi-
nals saw promise and acquired
him along with reliever Ray King

in a deal that sent J.D. Drew and
Eli Marrero to the Braves.

When he beat the Mariners last
Saturday, Marquis matched his ca-
reer high for victories set in 2002.

“Good,” pitching coach Dave
Duncan said. “He’s going to get a
bunch more, too.

Jeff Suppan was a low-key
free-agent acquisition for $6 mil-
lion over two years and he has a
staff-low 3.25 ERA to go with a
7-5 record.

“It's not just eating innings,”
manager Tony La Russa said.
“It's quality pitching as well.”

The guys at the top of the rota-
tion have struggled the most.

Morris’ speed is down from pre-
vious seasons. If he misses his loca-
tion, it’s trouble — with an NL-high
24 homers allowed. He’s tied for
the staff lead in victories and is
9-6, but with a staff-] high 4 33 ERA.

Williams, an 18-g: ‘winner
last year, smmbled to a 1 5 start
after pitching only five innings in
spring training because of shoul-
der tendinitis. He’s finally found
his stride, going 3-0 with a 1.89
ERA in his last five starts.

Middle relief also has been
strong, keeping games tidy for
closer Jason Isringhausen. King
has been stingy enough (1.16
ERA) that he was disappointed at
not getting All-Star consideration,
and the bullpen is second in the
major leagues with a 3.2

And then there’s the everyday

lineup, which many consider the
NL’s best. Third baseman Scott
Rolen, first baseman Albert Pu-
jols and shortstop Edgar Renteria
give the NL three infield starters

m the same team for the first
time since 1982.

“You see them do something
amazing every day,” catcher
Mike Matheny said. “There’s
hardly a day that goes by that you
don’t see Scotty make a play that
you shake your head about, or
Edgar do the same thing, and all
these guys at the plate.”

Rolen, the leading vote-getter in
the NL, is enjoying a career year
with a major league-leading 80
RBIS and a .346 average along with
Gold Glove defense despite an irri-
tated left knee the last month.

Renteria’s hitting has picked
after he struggled at the plate ear-
lier in the year. He hit the
go-ahead homer in Tuesday’s vic-
tory over the Reds.

Pujols, the MVP runner-up be-
hind Barry Bonds the last two sea-
sons, is batting .307 with 22 hom-
ers and 59 RBIs. He's also settled
in at first base, so much so that La
Russa touts him as a future Gold
Glover.

At the break, the only hole aj
peared left field, but it hasn’t
been enough to slow this team.

till, La Russa is wary.

“The finish line is bevond visi-
bility,” he said. “We’ve just got to
keep accumula&mg wins. It's as
simple as that.

[ Major League Baseball

statistics

‘Through July 9

American League
TEAM BATTING
AB R H

Detroit

299
2974
2984 475
2992
2969 421 826
843 45

2
3013 463 834
2995

2977
2878
Ll

2808 347 71
INDIVIDUAL BATTIN
Based on 254 plate appearances

AB HRRE! Avg

IRodriguez Det 308 58 311
Mora Bal 259 6 830

NE LS

2238

Wharris Chw 225

MonroeDet 251 28
VaritekBos 258 34 I
MiSweeney KC 284 It
ARodriguez NYY 328 pi
Thomas ChW 240 1
Crosby Oak 282 1
Blake Cle 300 1
Huff T8 27 1
igginson Det 247
292 1
b I
307 b
2
F 1
330
erut Cle 2]
Kennedy Ana 275
4 1
1
Socz T 267 1
PPa\menro Bal 292 1
261
1
H
1
6
9
ERA H ER BB SOSh
oston 351 729 329 253 579 8
and 412 700 349 286 549 3
innesota  4.18 840 363 226 579 5
Mo~ 443 769 317 36 w1 &
xas 46 113 372 214 504 4
ewYork 449 791 377 219 521 1
oronto 454 791 385 319 539 6
ttle 63 783 393 296 559 4
ampaBay 463 756 387 330 461 2
hicago 65 763 377 260 490 5
leveland 482 842 418 327 574 4
ansas City 5.03 845 407 288 431 1 16
etroit 505799 426 3 3 4 18
.07 54 15
JRincon Min 4
ulder Oal 125107 1
Hudson Oak 108110 X
chilling Bos 125125 21118 11 4 3.
Westbrook Cle 106 99 3
abathiaCle 100 90 3
adke Mi 118131 3
Garcia Chw 121110 3
Ivazquez NYY 118105 10 5 3
RLopez Bal 8 3
Rogers Tex 16115 12 2 3
PMartinez Bos 117102 311 31
Drese Tex it 3
MBatista Tor 117104 3
antana Min 115 99 291 3
KEscobar Ana 98 93 453
e Cle 9 3%
Wakefield Bos 99 96 397
Jiy Tor o 4
Halladay Tor 114119 4
oy Bo 4
Buehrle ChW 119134 4
loyer Sea 104 100 4
Hendrickson T8 99 1 4

Robertson Det 98

53333

CIGETRER

B I FVI Y

DuBose Bal 7476 14
nderson KC 78125 29

National League

TEAM BATTING
AB R HR RBI A
St.Louls 2908 446 805 106 429 .21
olorad 948 457 807 102 434 273
Pittsburgh 2903 388 782 269
icago 2933 390 783 108 378 268
LosAngeles 2867 372 768 95 335 267
jouston 2903 391 773 8 372 266
san Francisco2075 442 791 92 420 265
iego 2521 3T T 61 3 26
Philadelphia 2049 448 779 116 426 264
anta 6 405 759 260
orida 924 365 T 259
Milwaukee 2906 364 7 343 25
wYork 293 383 745 104 367 253
izona 3 376 760 90 356 253
Cincinnati 2904 402 726 99 378 250
ntre 280 284 672 76 271 238
INDIVIDUAL BATTIN
Based on 254 plate appearances
AB HR
Bonds SF 188 8
Casey Cin 27 55101 15
Helton Col 284 65 99 17
Rolen st 95 56102 18
JEstrada Al 253 36 4
IWilson it 48 47118 8 35339
verbay M Fit 08 9 61339
ARamirez ChC 307 60100 15 56 326
Miles Col 23 3971 3
Loretta S| 338 58107 7 35317
DBautista Ari 301 44 95 10
geltre LA 14 48 99 56 315
80 48 88 31
Hl\lenhrand A 295 39 9 8 42312
Pujols 303 72 93 22 59307
Bligio Ho 48 50106 13 36305
PierzynskiSF 253 29 17 7 44 3
Duca L % 30 90 7 36
Abreu Phi 9 70 90 60 304
Kendall Pit 306 47 93 2 3.
IDrew Atl 214 63 83 20 53303
DeLee ChC 308 42 93 12 8

PiazzaNYM 303 34 1
CabreraFla 326 57 97 2
Lowell Fla 25 51 1
jerre Fla 55 44 1
Burroughs SD 322 44
Berkman Hou 278 49 1
ClaytonCol 315 63
Nevin 5D 9 1
Thome Phi 283 2
Larkin Cin 253
Vidro Mon 299 1
SFinley Ari 37 2
uris 33
Holliday Col 242
BGiles SO 2 1
CcwilsonPit 312 1
nt Hol 7 10
Bradley LA 265 9
Bumnitz Col 2% 17
Barrett ChC 246
RenteriaStl 310
EnChavezMon 244
Alfonzo SF 297
rissom 18 bt
alker 21 1
LCastillo Fla” 319
el Ci 67
Burrell Phi 79 bt
cy Al 45
CPatterson ChC 316 1
Hidalgo a7 1
EdmondsStl 273 jt
agell Phi 285 1
Gonzalez Ari 311 1
WigaintonNYM 254 1
i Che 2 bt
ol Fa 233 1
Rollins Phi 335
real 256
CastillaCol 304 1
atsui 302
Tucker SF 51
BagwellHou 303 1
Ensberg H 29
Mackowiak Pit 270 1
ene SD 81
Dunn Cin 289 2
Jiment 90
Counsell Mil 247
liz SF 91 i
RSanders St 260 1
onine 60
ytor 80
28 1
34
308 1
258 1
20
i 302 1
ShGreen LA 08 1
Griffey Jr.Cin 293 2
TRedman it 283
AGonzalez Fla 292 1
on Ari
JEncarnacion LA 283 1
OCabreraMon 322
usmus 23
Wilkerson Mon 287 1
eRosa Atl 28 5
NPerez SF 256 0
TBatistaMon 295 0 oa
Cameron NYM__ 268 4
TEAM PITCHING
ERA H ER BB SOSh Sv
New York  3.70 744 315 285 480 4 19

377 69 320 283 676 2 22

Chicago

2
2

UAL
n 9 decisions
BB SO

=REgs.
2EEENE

JRUP

LT

BReEEERE e sl
SReEEeEEEetEEEes

Lennings Col 104127
Vogelsong Pit &

R
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[ Major League Baseb

scoreboard

American League

Pct GB
New York 31 &1 =
Boston 560 6
Tampa Bay 43 91 11n
Toronto 453 15
Baltimore i
Central Division
Minnesota 38 553
icago 4 38 57 1
Cleveland 1 14 482
roit 0 45 41l 7
Kansas City 53 361 16
West Division
exas % 571 -
Oakland 5 38 548
Anaheim 5 30 529 3%
eattle 52 381 16
iday's games
Boston 7, Texas 0
Anaheim's, Toror
Kansas City 7, Baltimore 0
Cleveland 5, Gaklar

Seattle at cmcago wme sox
Detroit at Minnes{

Y'
Anaheim (Lackey 6.8) 3t Toronto (atista

Oak\and Zito 46) at Cleveland (Clec s 1)
Tar endrickson 6:6) at Y. Yan
e Mhusoa o0
(onses, ity (Qotble 46) at Baltimore
opez
Texas (Drese 4-5) at Boston (Wakefield

“Detroit (Johnson 67) at Minnesota (San-
(Gezltie (Moyer 6-5) at Chicago White Sox
arci
londay’s games.
No games schoniy

esday’s games.
All-Star Game at Houston

Friday
Red Sox 7, Rangers 0

TEXAS BOSTON
abrhbi abrhbi

ngss 3010 pamon 5344
Blalock3b 40108lhom2b 4000
Asranozb  40100DOrtizdh 5020
Fimerdh 2000 MRmrzIf 3111
eira 2000Kaplerlf 0000
Diluccilf  3000Grcprrss 4130
nch 3000Nwonrt 3111
Mathwscf 3000 Milartb 3110
ajas 3000McCtylb 0000
Varitekc 4010

Mueller3b 3001

Totals  27030Totals 347137
Toas -0
Bos I
S5 Mroxas 1, Boston 3. LOB-Texas 5 Bos.

ton 8, 28-=hvbung 17, Plalock &, Ascm—
o (i), Damon (23). HR—Damon 2°(9).
S5 willar (1, P MRamlraz Muener

roxa B8 SO
Benort L34 548 5 5 1 4
Maha 7100 00
Brocall 731100
Regilio 11110
oston

Arroyo W37 8 39009017
Leskanie 00 1

0
Ly genait it hy Arroyo (Teixei-
(ra) by)Armyo (Fullmer). T—2:29. A~35,030

Angels 5, Blue Jays 4

ANAHEIM TORONTO
abrhbi abrhbi
Eckstinss 3230 Jhnsoncf 4010
Figgins3b 5110 OHudsn2b 4000
GAndsncf 3111Hinske3b 4111
rero 5023 Chlgdolb 4110
JGillendh 4031 Zaunc 3110
tad 4020 Bergpr 0000
DVnonlf 5010 Riosri 4112
IMolnac 4000 JPhipsdh 3000
Akndy2b 413 0HClarkif 3000
Wdwrdss 3000

Totals 37 516 5 Totals 2453
Anaheim 300 200" 000-5
Toronto 0004
on 3, Woodward (&), AGams @

DB Toronts 3 Lo ANahEiny 11, Toronts

BB AReomedy (1, Zaum LD 35 How.5:

HR—_Hinske (8), S8--Aennedy (5). C—eck-
stein (4). S—Eckstein 2.

N RER BB SO
aheir
Colon W,6-8 7 5 4 3 0 4
FRodrigy 1 00 0 0 1
Percival S,14 1 000 1 1
oror
Halladay L,7-6 6 12 5 5 1 2
Adams 1 2 001 1
Ligtenberg 1 2 0010
Speier 1 0.0 0 0 0
HBP—by S (JGuillen). WP—Ligten-
berg. PB—Zaun. T—2:27. A—15,071 (50,598).
Indians 5, Athletics 4
OAKLAND CLEVELAND
abrhbi abrhbi
Kotsaycf 2122 Lawton 3110
Byrnes If 4010 Vizquel ss 4221
EChavz3b 3121 Hafner 5111
ve rf 5000VMrtnzc 3000
Hitberg1b 30 11 Blake 3b 4000
Durazo dl 4000 Brssrd 1b 3000
Crosby ss 4000 JMcDId 3t 0000
Mihuse 4110 Merloni gh 1012
Scutaro2b 4120 Bliard2b 4011
Gerut rf 4100
Little cf 2000
Crisp ph 1000
Totals 3349 4 Totals 34565
Oakland 121 000 -4
Cleveland 000 010 01:

Two outs when winning run scored.
E~Hatteberg (5), Crosby (12). DP—Cleve-
land 2. LOB—Oakiand 11, Cleveiand 1. 28—
yrnes (22), EChavez (5), Hatteberg (15), Sci
taro (21), Lawton (14), THafner (28). St

ro “bu-
razo (2), Vizquel 2 (10). SF—Hatteberg.
P H RER BB
Oakland
Saarloos € 2 1.0 33
RRincon 1701001
10020
Dol 33032 2
Clevelan
Sieimonk 6/ 8 4 4 4 2
Miller 70 000 0
Bartosh 0 00 0 1
chkma 10020
Howr 000 11
Hop— hy Saaroos it by westerook

(Byrnes). T—3:10. A—24,325 (43,389).
Yankees 5, Devil Rays 4
TAMPABAY | NEW YORK
Crwfrd If 5
JoCruz rf 4
Baldellicf 5
Huff 3b 3
Fickdh 4
Lugo ss 3
McGrff 1b 2
THallc 3
lum 2t 3
TMrtnzph 1
Rolls pr 0
otals 33
pa
N o l)ﬂ nn
8 New
VDer ZB Lugo (217.Matsu\ (]5) Ca\ro (lEI)‘
Lofton 3 Crawford HR—JoCruz
(]07, F\Ek eter (10) Cs— Crawford
B9 oo
RER BB SO
‘Tampa Bay
a 73310
Colome L,2-2 /0 1 1 1 0
arter 20010
TreMiller 03 11 01
Harner Y0 0 0 0 0
Jvazquezwlns 53 4 3 3 5 9
Q Mr\l\ 40 0 0 0 1
00 EI 0 2
MRIVcraSSl 31 1 0

M plched to'2 batters in the sth
Balk—JVazquez. T—3:26. A—47,000 (57478).

Royals 7, Orioles 0
KANSAS cITY BALTIMORE
abrhbi abrh
Rlaford3b 3 21 0 BRbrts 2b 4010
Grffnno2b 4 12 1 HrstJrrf 4010
Miswy 1b 513 4 Tejada ss 4000
Harveydh 5000 Jvlopzc 2000
RMateo 3100 RPImo 1b 3010
Stairs rf 2000 JLeon 3b 3000
Dicksn rf 200 0 Bigbie If 3000
Berroa ss 312 2 Matos cf 3000
DBrwn If 4110 Newhn dh 3020
Buck ¢ 3020
Totals uIu7 lnnls 29050
7

Baltimore

g
=
=
=
)
@
e
=
o

o

=
oy
3.
E
2
a
Y

SEATTLI
ab
ISuzukirf 4
inn cf 4
Bsoone2b 3
rzdn 3
2
1
1
2
0
1
3

o
RoWinn' (1), Jocabrera ). Calee 7

QD). SB-WHarris 10)
H RER BB SO

Seattle
PineiroL4-10 7 0966 17
1 00001
i
Garlandw75 7 041123
111t
Lo 1 00 0 1
by pineiro | saoman. 1217,

HBP—|
A—21,713(40,615).
Tigers 5, Twins 3

DETROIT MINNESOTA
abrhbi abrh

Infantecf 5000 CGzmnss 4020
Hggnsnrf 4010 LFordlf 3000
IRdrgze 4110 Maver 2011
RoWntedh 4110 Koskie3b 4110
CGillenss 4113 THntercf 4030
nalb 4010 bonestf 4000
Munson3b 4010 Rstvichrf 0000
hmesif 4020 LeCroylb 4121
Jsmith2b 4222 Offrmndh 3100
Rivas2b 4000

Totals 37 510 5 Totals 34392
Detroit 310 100 000-5
Minnesota 000 020 010-3

- Rodriguez (6). LOB-~Detrait 5, Minneso-

ta 9. @, T 2 (2
HR—CGuillen (m, lSml(h R P
man (5). SF—Mau
RER BB SO
Keotts ws-3 657 2 2 31
IWalker 72110 1
Yan 7000 00
Urbina 5,13 1700010
Minnesota
Csilva L§-7 59 5503
Romero’ 2500 0 01
100 0 2

Fultz
WP—Knotts. T—2:39. A—22,678 (45,
National Leagne

[
Philadelphia -
2
Atlanta 3
Florida kS
Montreal 7
st. Louis -
Chicago 7
Cincinnati ™
Milwaukee an
Houston o
Pittsburgh 39 45 13%
West Division
Los Angeles 4 38 548
san Francisco 47 30 50 %
San Diego 40 1
Colorado
16%

Cincinnati at Milwaukee
Arizona at San Francisco

Sunday’s games
o tisburah (Fog 6-6)vs. Montreal (Downs
Alanta @yrd 2-1) at Philadelphia Wolf

(Cm:mga}t; (Acevedo 4-7) at Milwaukee
05
N.Y. Mets (Leiter 5-2) at Florida (Willis 6-5)
Colorado (stark 0-3) at San Diego (Valdez

Arizona (Fossum 2-6) at San Francisco
(Schmidt 10:2)
Houston (Munro 1-2) at Los Angeles (Lima

Cmcago Cubs (Wood 3-3) at St. Louis (Car-
penter 9-3
nday's games
No games schedul ed
's games
Allstar Game st Honston

Pirates 11, Expos 0

PITTSBURGH MONTREAL
abrhbi abrhbi

Kendallc 4101 Wlksncf 2000
Davisrf 0000 Sledgecf 2000
Jwisnss 3100 OCberass 2010
ANunezss 0000 Al 2000
Miiwican 000 Th 4010
Stynes3b 1000 Ci 4020
CWilsnrf 4210 J 4010
ay If 5444N. 4030
TRdmncf 5122 C: 4000
simonib 4111 EDi 4010
Hill 2b 3123 0000
SBrnettp 4000 2000
1010

Tucker 0000

Totals 37111011 Totals 350100
Pittsburgh 101 00011
Montreal 000— 0

Dp._pittsburgh 2. Montreal 1. |06-Pitts;
roh 5, Montreal 8. 28—Bay (12), CEverett
(w; Nohnson (11): 38—Hil 1. HiR—Bay 2

H RER BB SO

urgl
SBumettw32 9 10 0 0 0 3
Montreal
Hill L12 1447710
SKim gre a1
gentz 000 11
ucke 000 00
by skim (Kcndan). by Skim (wi-
sum, by Hill (simon). —1436
ATLANTA PHILADELPHIA
abrhbi abrhbi
Furcalss 5236 Rollinsss 501
NGreen2b 5000 Utley2b 512
JDrewrf  4010BAbreurf 501
Ciones3b 5010 Thomelb 300
JuFrcolb  4000Burrellif 502
Smoltz 0000Ledeect 422
DeRosaph 1010DaBell3b 421
Alfiscap 0000 Lbrthalc 222
Alonescf 4000 Miltonp 100
JEstdac  4230Crmierp 000
Mrrerolf 4220 Plancoph 100
msnp  3000RHMdzp 000
Ritsmap 0000 Mchelsph 100
Lrochelb 1000 Worrelip 000
BWanr 000
Toperzph 101
Totals 406116 Totals 37712
Atlanta 030 000 0—
Philadelphia 010 010 031 1-

‘One out when winning run scored.
DP—Atlanta 2. Phiadelphia L LOB—Atian-
ta 6, Philadeiphia_10. 28| (1),
Ledet (4, HR_furcal 2 (9, Uty . Lieher:

thal (11). S—Miltor
H RER BB SO

Atlanta
Thomson &h 7 2 2 2 2
Reitsma 1723310
moltz 141 1 1 1 2
Alfonseca L5-3 21110
Philadelphia
Mil 6 9 6 6 2 6
Cormier /40 0 0 0 0
RHemandel 1 0000 0
Worr 0 D 000
Ewagnerw 2000 2
—by Thumsun (L\Ebenhal) by Thom-
san (DaBeII) T—3:20. A—44,180 (43,500).
Mets 6, Marlins 3
NEW YORK FLORIDA
abrhbi abrhbi
Reyes 2b 5110 Pierre 4010
Matsuiss 5110 LCstilo2b 2000
Hidalgorf 4011 Cbrera 4110
Floyd If 4100 Lowell 3b 4010
Looper p 0000 Choi 1b 4122
Wggntn3b 42 2 2 Wighm If 3000
Cmeroncf 2111 Nunezlf 1000
Valent 1b 4012 AGnzlzss 4131
Zeile 1b 0000 Rdmnd ¢ 3000
VWwilsn ¢ 4010 Burnett p 1000
Seop 1000 LHarrsph 1000
KGarcaph 1000 Jani\n P 0000
0000 Bump 0000
OOUOPer\shop 0000
1010
356 9 6 Totals 31383
000 040—-6
001 -3
owell (6). DP—New York 2, Florida 2.
—New ‘ork 7, Florida 5. 2B—Matsui (26),
_(18)‘ Lowell (25), AGDnZa\eI 2

HR—Wigginton (12), Cameron (14), Choi
(14), AGonzalez (11). SB—Seo (1). CS—Pierre
(14): S—Burnett.
P H RER BB SO
New York
o 6 73322
Wheeler W.3-0 Bh1 00 11
JoFranco 000 00
Looper 5,18 100000
Florida
Burnett 742229
IManzanilloL12 s 3 4 4 1 0
Bump 20020
0000

Perisho )
WP—Burnett. T—2:51. A—25,117 (36,331).

Reds 3, Brewers 0
MILWAUKEE

CINCINNATI

DJmnz 2b

n (3). DF
nati 7, Mibwaukee a2,
Jr.(17), HR— WPena(B7 5B (3. &
Hall (5). 5~

»

H RER BB SO

cincinnati

Harang W52 A5 0 0 110

GWhite 70 00 00

Graves 5,32 120001

Milwaukee

Capuanol3s 74 6 3 3 3 9

Kimey R
000 1

M —Kinney. 7214k, A-30,109 41900,

Cardinals 6, Cubs 1

CHICAGO ST.Louls
abrhbi abrhbi
Grdzinzb 4010 Wmack2b 4221
ROrdnzss 4010 Rnteriass 4121
3020Puolslb 3112
Alou If 3000Rolen3d 4110
CPttsoncf 4010Edmndef 4121
4121Mabrylf 4011
REMtiz3b 402 0RSndrsrf 3010
Bakoc 3000Tguchilf 0000
Mddux 2000 YMinac 4020
Godwinph 1000 Mrquisp 3000
Leicstrp 0000 Tvarezp 0000
Merckrp 0000
Wuertzp 0000
Towls © :21s1Tetals o s3euze
chicago 000 000—1
st. Lo 1 002 i1x—s

DSt Louis 3 L0B— cmcagos st. Louis
5,28 Rolen (19). YMolina (3. Hi
() Womack (@) Renteria (8) Pujols (22)
Edmionds (19). S , Rolen @),
REarers (19, G5 ahidlanti (. £
Tonds &, Wioina (u SFoPu

ujols.
RER BB SO
Chicago
Maddux L7-7 6 8 440 4
Leicester 5032 201
Mercker 100 011
Wuertz 710 0000
St. Louis,
Marquiswo-4 8 9 1 1 2 2
Tavarez 100000
Matauis pitched to 1 batter in the oth.

~2:23. A—49,

675 (50,345).

Rockies 6, Padres 5

COLORADO SAN DIEGO
abrhbi abrhbi
LuGnzl 2b 5110 Brrghs 3b 5130
Greene ¢ 000 0 Greene ss 5010
Claytonss 4 12 2 Loretta2b 3110
Helton 1b 3010 BGiles rf 4111
Castilla3b 4000 Payton cf 3001
LWalkr 3111 NadyIf 4132
PrWlsr 4021 Qinteroc 3000
Hlliday If 3000 Long pl 1000
Miles 2b 1100 Ciriflo 1b 3000
Cihsonc 3000 Bragaph 0100
Burnitzlf  1000DWellsp 2000
Estes p 3110Bchnanph 1000
Hrkala p 0000 Otsukap 0000
MaSwyph 1112 Hffmanp 0000
Chaconp 0000 Kleskoph 1011
s 3569 6 Totals 35510 5
Colorado 000 120 003—6
San I)I%gn ZW l)W ll)l—5
DP—Colc d 1, San D iego 1.
rado , San Die 10 6. 28—Clayton o WAl
6 Brwigon 5. Belies Gl ? HR~
Masweenev (4), Nady (1). sB—LWalker (2).
P H RER BB SO
Colorado
Estes 7 8 4 4 1 7
Hankka\aw3 1 1 00000
hacon S, 2( 1 21112
San I‘llel_!n
DWells 7 7330 3
Otsuka 1 00010
Hoffman 1 233 1 0
Estes ltcheﬂ to 2 batters in the 8th.
:48. A—41,168 (42,445).
Astros 3, Dodgers 2
HOUSTON Los ELES
abrhbi abrhbi
Biggio If 3000 Izturis ss 4020
JVzenolb 4011 JHrndz 3b 4010
ent 0000 LDucalf 3000
CBeltrn cf 3111 Saenzlb 3110
ige p 0000 Motap 0000
Brkmn 4000 Grbwskph 0000
Ensbrg3b 40 10 ShGren rf 4000
Lamb 2b 3000 Werthcf 3112
Bgwell 1b 1000Rossc 2000
AEvrtt ss ADDDBrdIegd 0000
\smus ¢ 3120 Cora2b 3000
Pettitte p 2011 Weaver 2000
OPImroph 1110 Vntura 1l 1000
Lane cf 0000
Totals 32373 Totals. 29252
:Wuslon 000 110 010—3
o5

Angeles
B Q'K)DPH

1 jous
Angeles'3.

508 Oaimanrs G S an

(). Cs~lzturis (6), Bradiey (5). S E\gﬁn s

Petlme w52 7 4 2 2 0 4
Qe 5.7 2 100 3 2
Wea\/er L,S-S 7273 315
Mota, 10 0 0 0 2
T—2:39. A—52,783 (56,000).
Giants 8, Diamondhacks 3
ARIZONA SAN FRANCISCO
abrhbi abrhbi
RAmr2b  31100Drham2b 4210
4110NPerezss 5231
0000 Feliz 1b. 5001
3100 Bonds 2211
1011 Alfonzo3b 4020
1000 Grssom cf 3010
2001 Trralbac 4111
5011 Mohrrf 4011
4000 JeWmsp 1100
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Lee bhusts out for White Sox

Slugger homers twice; Seattle loses seventh straight

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Carlos Lee is
starting to find his power stroke
just in time for the Chicago White
Sox.

Lee homered twice and drove
in five runs, and Jon Garland
pitched seven solid innings to
lead Chicago over the slumping
Seattle Mariners 6-2 Friday
night.

With slugger Frank Thomas
headed to the disabled list, the
White Sox need some big hits
from Lee — and he’s beginning to
deliver.

Lee has three homers in two
games and has hit four of his nine
home runs in the last week.

“I had a great approach going
the other way, but I couldn’t get
to the inside pitch as well. Now

that I got it I just have to keep on
working on it,” Lee said. “Just
don’t try to do too much, swing at
strikes and let the bat do it.”

The Mariners have lost a sea-
son-high seven straight games. At
32-52, Seattle is 20 games below
.500 for the first time since Aug.
5, 1994. They've also lost 10
straight on the road.

Seattle manager Bob Melvin
doesn’t think the Mariners are get-
ting complacent.

“Is dangerous to just go
through the motions and I don’t
think we were,” Melvin said.

Magglio Ordonez went 2-for-4
with an RBI for Chicago in his
first game since coming off the
disabled list. The All-Star slugger
missed 36 games after tearing car-
tilage in his left knee.

“Not too many players come
out like that on live pitching,”
White Sox manager Ozzie Guillen
said. “Hopefully, he can continue
to do that and make my lineup
stronger.”

The White Sox learned before
the game they will lose Thomas to
an injury. Chicago plans to put Th-
omas on the 15-day disabled list
Saturday because of inflamma-
tion in his left ankle.

“We are going to miss his bat.
Frank is one of the best hitters in
the game,” Ordonez said.

Garland (7-5) allowed just one
run and four hits. He struck out
three and walked two. Damaso
Marte and Shingo Takatsu fin-
ished the seven-hitter.

“We pitched good and we hit
the ball, that’s a good combina-
tion,” Garland said.

Red Sox follow
Damon’s lead

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Johnny Damon and the Boston Red
Sox aren’t ready to concede the AL East title just
yet.

Damon went 4-for-S with two homers and four
RBIs, Bronson Arroyo allowed three hits in eight in-
nings for his first win since May 15 and Boston beat
the Texas Rangers 7-0 Friday night.

The Red Sox won their fourth straight, their long-
est streak since winning five in a row May
After falling 8%2 games behind the first-place New
York Yankees last week, Boston has cut the deficit
to six.

“I'wish I knew what I was doing so I could bottle it
up and keep it going,” Damon said. “We feel like we
can still win the East and don't like to be written
off.”

Damon, who extended his hitting streak to 14
games with a first-inning single, led off the fifth with
his eighth home run to put Boston ahead 2-0. He fol-
lowed with a two-out double in the sixth that drove
in a pair of runs and made it 5-0.

Damon homered into the Rangers’ bullpen in the
eighth and finished a triple shy of the cycle. He’s bat-
ted .447 during his hitting streak, the longest by a
Red Sox player this season.

With Boston ahead 2-0, Nomar Garciaparra led
off the sixth with a single, and Texas starter Ji oaquin
Benoit walked Trot Nixon and hit Kevin Millar with
a pitch to load the bases.

Bill Mueller’s sacrifice fly made it 3-0, and Da-
mon’s double off reliever Ron Mahay drove home
Nixon and Millar.

Boston’ Johnny Damon, right, is embraced by team-
mate David Ortiz after his fifth-inning home run in
the Red Sox’s 7-0 victory over the Texas Rangers.

Nixon gave the Red Sox a 6-0 lead with an RBI sin-
gle in the seventh.

Arroyo (3-7) matched his season high with seven
strikeouts and allowed just one hit after the first in-
ning, lowering his ERA from 4.50 to 4.09 while earn-
ing his first career win at Fenway Park.

Considering the recent struggles of Derek Lowe
and a dearth of quality starters on the trade market,
Boston’s best hope for a boost for their rotation re-
‘mains Arroyo, who had dropped six straight deci-
sions but has a 2.44 ERA in his past six starts.

“We can let [Arroyo] hide in the weeds. That’s
what our horses are for in the front of the rotation,”
catcher Jason Varitek said.

Curtis Leskanic pitched a perfect ninth to finish
Boston’s eighth shutout of the season. The Rangers
were blanked for the fourth time.

Quantrill pitches Yankees out of jam

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Bases loaded,
one-run game, 2-0 count.

Paul Quantrill didn’t have
much room for error when the
New York Yankees brought him
into the game in the sixth inning
Friday night.

Quantrill escaped by retiring
Toby Hall on a flyout, and Mari-
ano Rivera worked out of a
bases-loaded jam in the ninth,
holding off the Tampa Bay Devil
Rays 5-4.

“I'm not too sure of how many
people I'd want to do that to,” Yan-
kees manager Joe Torre said
after putting the pressure on

Quantrill.

Jorge Posada hit a go-ahead,
two-run single for the Yankees,
who have won two straight
against the Devil Rays after 10s-
ing five of six to the New York
Mets and Detroit.

Tampa Bay, which has lost
seven of 10 to the Yankees this
year, dropped to 4-6 in July after
going 20-6 in June.

“We're getting our chances to
put some runs on the board. Now
we can't get them,” said Rocco
Baldelli, who popped to first base-
man Tony Clark in foul territory
for the final out.

A day after he was selected for
his first All-Star Game, Javier

Vazquez (10-5) fell behind 3-1 on
Jose Cruz Jr.’s two-run homer in
the first and Robert Fick’s solo
shot in the fourth. But Posada sin-
gled to cap a three-run fifth that
put New York ahead 4-3.

Vazquez opened the sixth by
fanning Baldelli, giving him a sea-
son-high nine strikeouts, but left
after walking the bases loaded
with two outs.

Quantrill relieved with a 2-0
count on Hall, who then took a
strike and fouled off two pitches.
After taking ball three to work the
count full, Hall fouled off three
more pitches before flying to cen-
ter.

Cleveland Indians pinch hitter Lou Merloni celebrates his game-wi

two-RBI single off Oakland Athletics pitcher Octavio Dotel in the ninth
inning Friday in Cleveland. The Indians beat the Athletics 5-4.

Dotel disappoints as
Indians top A’s again

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Even with a
new closer, the Oakland Athletics
couldn’t put away those pesky
Cleveland Indians.

Pinch-hitter Lou Merloni’s
two-run single off Octavio Dotel
in the ninth inning gave Cleve-
land another thrilling victory
over the Athletics, 5-4 on Friday
night.

The Indians have beaten the
A’s four straight times at home
this season — with each one com-
ing in their final at-bat.

“I's kind of a broken record

here,” Oakland manager Ken
Macha said. “That’s four in a
row.”

Cleveland had been 0-30 when
trailing after eight innings. But
the Indians rallied for three runs
against Dotel, acquired from
Houston in a three-way trade
June 25 to shore up Oakland’s
shaky bullpen.

He hasn’t been the answer.
Dotel (1-1) has a 6.97 ERA and
two blown saves in four chances
with the A’s.

The hard-throwing right-hand-
er knew he grooved his first pitch
to Merloni.

“I was trying to get ahead,”
Dotel said. “I didn’t want to throw
a breaking pitch.”

Oakland took a two-run lead
into the ninth, but Travis
Hafner’s RBI double cut it to 4-3.

With the bases loaded and two
outs, Merloni lined the first pitch
from Dotel down the left-field
line to score Omar Vizquel and
Hafner before being mobbed by
his teammates.

“My first walk-off hit ever,”
Merloni said. “Its kind of a ritual
here to get beat up when you do
it. T've got to go ice down.”

Cleveland’s latest dramatic vic-
tory over Oakland gave reliever

Bobby Howry (1-0) his first win

since Aug. 21, 2002, for the Chica-
20 White Sox.

The A’s have dropped four in a
row overall.

Eric Chavez was back in Oak-
land’s lineup after missing more
than five weeks with a broken
right hand. The third baseman
went 2-for-3 with an RBI, walked
twice, scored a run and made a
dazzlmg defensive play in the
eighth inning.

Angels 5, Blue Jays 4: A Barto-
1o Colon (6-8) pitched seven solid
innings for his second win in 11
starts, and Vladimir Guerrero
drove in three runs for visiting
Anaheim.

Francisco Rodriguez pitched a
perfect eighth, and Troy Percival
got his 14th save in 18 chances.

AL Cy Young Award winner
Roy Halladay (7-6) gave up five
runs and a career-high 12 hits —
all singles — in six innings.

Royals 7, Orioles 0: Mike
Sweeney ended Kansas City’s
club-record streak of 32 scoreless
innings with a two-run double in
the sixth, and the Royals won on
the road to snap an eight-game
skid.

Darrell May (6-9) pitched a
five-hitter for his third career
shutout, just 11 days after yield-
ing seven runs and eight hits in a
10-1 loss to Baltimore.

Tigers 5, Twins 3: Jason Smith
hit two of Detroit’s three homers,
and Carlos Guillen had a
three-run shot at the Metrodome.

Gary Knotts (5-3) beat Carlos
Silva (8-7) for his first win in five
starts, and Ugueth Urbina earned
his 13th save in 15 chances.
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Phillies’ Perez delivers in pinch

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Tomas
Perez was slapped around,
shoved and covered in shaving
cream. The Philadelphia Phillies
sure know how to celebrate come-
back victories.

Perez’s pinch-hit RBI single in
the 10th inning helped the Phil-
lies overcome a five-run deficit
and two three-run homers by
Rafael Furcal to beat the Atlanta
Braves 7-6 on Friday night.

The Phillies mobbed Perez
after his hit gave them their 29th
come-from-behind win. During
his postgame interview, Perez
was doused with shaving-cream
pies by some of his teammates.

A night after Bobby Abreu got
apie in the face from Perez for hit-
ting a walk-off homer to beat the
New York Mets, Chase Utley put
Perez in position to be the big
star.

ULley 's solo homer off John
Smoltz with one out in the ninth
tied it at 6.

“It’s great to come back and
win the game, especially against

one of the best

NL closers,” Perez

said.
Roundup R ReC s
thal had four

RBIs, including
a three-run homer in the eighth,
and Billy Wagner (3-0) got two
outs in the 10th for his second win
in two nights.

Pirates 11, Expos 0: At San
Juan, Puerto Rico, Jason Bay
homered twice and Pittsburgh
scored a season-high nine times
in the second inning to back Sean
Burnett’s first career shutout.

Burnett (3-2) scattered 10 hits,
struck out three and walked none,
helping Pittsburgh to its fourth
shutout.

Mets 6, Marlins 3: Ty Wiggin-
ton homered and hit an RBI dou-
ble and Mike Cameron also hom-
ered for the visiting Mets, who
scored four runs in the eighth in-
ning to win for the seventh time
in nine games.

Astros 3, Dodgers 2: Andy Pet-
titte (5-2) outpitched former team-
mate Jeff Weaver (6-9) and also
drove in a run, and Jose Vizcaino

hit a tiebreaking RBI single in the
eighth inning for visiting Hous-
ton.

Carlos Beltran hit his fifth
homer in 14 games with the As-
tros.

Rockies 6, Padres 5: Pinch-hit-
ter Mark Sweeney hit a tiebreak-
ing two-run_homer off Trevor
Hoffman in the ninth inning.

The visiting Rockies, who have
won seven of eight, trailed 4-3 en-
tering the ninth before Larry
Walker led off with a full-count
walk against Hoffman (2-1), who
blew his third save.

Reds 3, Brewers 0: At Milwau-
kee, Aaron Harang tied his career
high with 10 strikeouts and Wily
Mo Pena homered.

Since spending most of June on
the disabled list with a sprained
ligament in his right elbow, Ha-
rang (5-2) has allowed just one
earned run in 18%/3 innings.

Cardinals 6, Cubs 1: Jason
Marquis (9-4) allowed a run on
nine hits in eight-plus innings for
his career-high ninth win, and the
Cardinals got homers from Edgar
Renteria, Albert Pujols, Jim Ed-
monds and Tony Womack.

Schilling won’t pitch in All-Star Game

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Curt Schilling will
not pitch in next week’s All-Star
Game because of pain in his
ankle.

“My priority is always the orga-
nization,” Schilling said Friday
after manager Terry Francona an-
nounced the decision.

“There’s always an outside
chance something could happen
if T pitch that would impact my
second half and I'm not willing to
take that chance.”

Francona said Schilling (11-4)
reached the decision after consult-
ing with the team’s medical staff.

“It’s probably not what the fans
want to hear but it's the right
thing to do,” Francona said be-
fore Boston’s game against
Texas. “I left it completely up to
him. T wanted him to make the
right choice on his own after
speaking with the medical peo-

le.

If Schilling would have started

the All-Star Game he would have
received a $50,000 bonus.

Bonds denies report of
payment for Home Run Derby

SAN FRANCISCO — Barry
Bonds disputed a report Friday
that claimed he will participate in
the Home Run Derby at All-Star
weekend because Major League
Baseball gave him financial com-
pensation.

The Giants slugger blasted the
San Francisco Chronicle’s story,
calling it “flat-out wrong and a
flat-out lie, period.”

Though Bonds initially ex-
pressed trepidation about joining
the home run-hitting contest, he
agreed Thursday to join seven
other sluggers in one of the
event’s most impressive fields.
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Philadelphia’s Jim Thome, Cin-
cinnati’s Ken Griffey Jr. and the
Cubs’ Sammy Sosa will join
Bonds on the NL team in Houston
on Monday, with Texas’ Hank Bla-
lock, New York’s Jason Giambi,
Boston’s David Ortiz and Balti-
more’s Rafael Palmeiro on the AL
team.

Bonds said he waited to commit
to the contest until he was sure
the other three active players
with at least 500 home runs —
Sosa, Palmeiro and Griffey —
would participate.

Bonds, Sosa and Griffey also
comprise the NL’s starting out-
field, which features three
500-homer hitters for the first
time.

Thomas to go on disabled list

CHICAGO — The Chicago
‘White Sox plan to put designated
hitter Frank Thomas on the
15-day disabled list Saturday be-
cause of inflammation in his left
ankle.

The White Sox learned Friday
they will lose Thomas, one day
after fellow slugger Magglio Or-
donez came off the disabled list.

Ordonez missed 36 games after
tearing cartilage in his left knee.
He had surgery on June 5.

Encarnacion placed on DL

LOS ANGELES — Dodgers
right fielder Juan Encarnacion
was placed on the 15-day dis-
abled list Friday because of ten-
dinitis in the back of his left shoul-
der.

The move was retroactive to
July 4. Encarnacion was batting
.240 in 75 games with 12 homers
and 41 RBIs.

Brewers option
Obermueller to minors

MILWAUKEE — The Milwau-
kee Brewers optioned right-hand-
er Wes Obermueller to Triple-A
Indianapolis on Friday, and
called up infielder Matt Erickson.

Obermueller, who was 3-5 with
a 6.69 ERA for the Brewers, will
make three or four starts at India-
napolis.

Arizona Diamondbacks’ Randy Johnson looks away as the San Fran-
cisco Giants score three runs after center fielder Luis Gonzalez
dropped a ball hit by Edgardo Alfonzo in the fifth inning Friday.

Johnson melts down
on night in spotlight

Trade rumors, Bonds’ record walk,
errors bite Big Unit in loss to Giants

BY GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Randy
Johnson was battling the Giants,
trade rumors, his own poor pitch-
ing and even his teammates.

No wonder he couldn’t over-
come them all — and no wonder
the Arizona ace was in a bad
mood.

Luis Gonzalez dropped Edgar-
do Alfonzo’s bases-loaded liner to
left field, allowing the go-ahead
runs to score in San Francisco’s
8-3 victory over the Diamond-
backs on Friday night.

Pitching back home in the Bay
Area was no fun for Johnson
(10-7), who had an infuriating
night by several standards. He al-
lowed six hits and three walks in
five innings, adding six strikeouts
to his major league-leading total
of 145, but never dominating.

The five-time Cy Young Award
winner was ordered to walk
Barry Bonds with runners on first
and second in the fifth — and Al-
fonzo made Arizona pay with a
drive that resulted in three runs
on errors by Gonzalez and Steve
Finley.

Johnson’s frustration boiled
over into a dugout confrontation
with Gonzalez, though it was bro-
ken up by teammates. The Big
Unit didn’t return to the game —
and afterward was asked about
the persistent linking

“Eventually, I will just stop talk-
ing to the press. I haven’t been ap-
proached by the Diamondbacks
yet. They don’t have a trade in
place yet. I haven't been asked to
waive my no-trade clause. Don’t
ask again, and that’s the nicest
way I will ask.”

Jerome Williams (8-6) out-
pitched Johnson with six innings
of three-hit ball. Williams also
drew a walk to start San Fran-
cisco’s four-run fifth.

But all eyes were on Bonds’
matchup with The Big Unit.
Bonds came away with an RBI
single, a line-drive out — and his
68th intentional walk of the sea-
son, which tied his own major
league record.

After Johnson walked Bonds,
Gonzalez then got his glove on Al-
fonzo’s drive but couldn’t hang
on, allowing two runs to score.

Finley picked up the ball and
made a bad throw to the infield,
permitting Bonds to score for a
6-3 lead.

“T walked the pitcher, and that
didn’t help,” Johnson said.

“That inning should have been
over before anything transpired.”

When the Diamondbacks got
back to their dugout after the in-
ning ended, several players could
be seen scurrying quickly toward
some activity in the tunnel lead-
ing to the visiting locker room.
That’s where Johnson apparently
confronted  Gonzalez, though

him with the New York Yankees,
who have inquired about his avail-
ability.

“I'm not going to comment on
any of that stuff,” Johnson said.

most were
about it.

Gonzalez said there were no lin-
gering problems.

“Everything is over. It's fine,”
he said.
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m Gordon extends remarkable run

% with fourth straight pole, Page 26

By ED HINTON
The Orlando Sentinel

ORLANDO, Fla. — The shrieking siren
parts the seas of people, and many stop and
gawk at the unmarked SUV with its deeply
tinted windows and flashing blue lights.

They cannot tell who is inside. If they
could, they would collapse around him,
swarm him frighteningly, as so many walls
of people do on Sunday mornings when he is
transported by open golf cart to his pre-race
personal appearances at racetracks.

In the backseat, barely awake, in T-shirt,
jeans and sunglasses, sits Dale Earnhardt
Jr., the real and unassuming version of the
high-priced human commodity, the pop-cul-
ture icon.

He’d just as soon still be in bed in his mil-
lion-dollar motor coach in the private,
high-fenced, highly secure compound re-
served for drivers and owners in the infield.
But this appearance is easy enough, relative-
ly speaking. Michigan International Speed-
way is a traditional old NASCAR track
where fans, by and large, behave them-
selves.

“Here, everybody knows the deal,” he

New Chevy Celebrity

Earnhardt Jr.’s star transcends NASCAR

says. “Michigan, everybody knows the rou-
tine. They’ve been doing it for years.”

For real bedlam, “mostly it’s the new plac-
es we go. You go to Kansas, or even Texas
still, and, man (here he goes into his impres-
sion of a disc jockey, cheerleading on the
P.A. system at a celebrity personal appear-
ance), they’re in a fren-zeee! They can’t
be-lieve it! They been waitin’ all year for this
[expletive]! And it's here now! And they’re

-

More bewildering and scary still are the
appearances that have little to do with rac-
ing and a lot to do with America’s perception

of the image, the name that has transcended
NASCAR more than his late father’s ever
did.

“When we go to MTV deals or VH1 deals
or anywhere in Hollywood or do any kind of
talk show, it’s like another world,” he says.
“It’s not something I know much about. Not
that it’s bad, or that I don't like it. There’s
just not the comfort level that you have here.
This (the track) is like my living room, my
bedroom, my backyard, everything. I'm real-
Iy blind in those [other] deals.

“Jade (Gurss, his press agent and aide de
camp) has to remind me, ‘Man, you're more
popular than you imagine.” Because I'm al-
ways like, ‘Man, I'm not supposed to be here;
I don't feel like I belong here. I'm not at this
level, man. Let’s get out of here, man.’ And
he’s like, ‘Dude, you just don’t know, man.
Everybody wants you here. Everything’s
cool.””

The madness of it all sometimes translates
into mirth for Earnhardt.

SEE CELEBRITY ON PAGE 26

As NASCAR'’s most popular driver and
a pop-culture icon, Dale Earnhardt Jr.
has grown used to the spotlight,
‘whether it means taping a segment
ilborn for CBS’ “The Late,
Late Show” (top) or rubbing shoul-
ders with celebrities like Jamie-Lynn
Discala of “The Sopranos” (above) or
rock star Lenny Kravitz (far left).
Photos courtesy of NASCAR
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